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PREFACE.

—_———

Tuis very useful and extensively practised art, no
doubt the most numerous in its followers, and the most
widely spread of auny, has, like all others of an every
day nature, been consigned to the usual every day
negleet—the progress of the art itself being left to
the direction of mere caprice and chance, while the
Liamwble workman, in the passive unimportance of
Lis position, scarcely ever made the least attempt
cither to give certainty to his designs or to claim a
higher rank for himself in the opinion of society at
large.,

If antiquity or the most positive utility might
cive Jmportance, then the art in question ought not
onjy ta receive, but to command, the very first atten-
tion; vet, as has been said, it has attracted little or
wme, and the sheemaker and the shoe he makes
are still. at the present period of the world, just as the
thovinaker and the shoe have been considered at all
former periods—a very common calling, and a very
“ommon article.  Nor is it to be expected that those
who have been habituated to look up to the more

lucrative occupations and arts of life, will discover

any disposition to seck for the valuable in a trade so
generally despised and so ill rewarded. What has
been tustomary will be allowed to continue customary,

nor s the loss felt because it has never been even
indicated.
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This result, howerver, is much to be regretted; for
{here is nothing so common that it should be wholly
despised, and nothing so apparently valueless but what
may be made of intcrest to some, th'rough the man-
ner in which the same may be explained or enforced,
the mind asscrting its own proper position in shewing
that the efliciency of the fingers is not to be taken as
{he sole cause, but rather to be regarded as the off-
spring of the less noted mental operation, which, in
cvery procedure of the lower as well as the higher
arts, is still more or less the originating principle.
We hastily conclude that there is no mental faculty
employed, culy because we have never been told to
the contrary; and so we go on from generation to
generation, like mere passive m:}chmes, proceeding
thirough a scarecly ever altered routine of Pre-appoum;-d
duties, Besides, when we think, we think o loosely
or unconsciously that we are hardly aware that there
is any thought at all in the case, and the intellect thus
grows to be weak and languid, and the learner be-
comes a mere servile copyist of the teacher; conceiv-
ing that there is mo necessity to trouble himself any
farther, or to adventure into other paths than what
have already received the general sanction. Our pro-
gress must, therefore, under th'{s system, be ncces-
sarily slow and uncnergetic—doing the right and the
wrong with the same pertinacity ; each workman, gaic-
rally spezking, following in the steps of his predeces-
cors, and fecling no stimulus to strike into a better
path. e
Lord Brougham, in his excellent Preliminary 1is-
course to the “Library of Useful Knowledge,” regrets,
and with much justice, this automaton—or, as he ex-
presses it, this ‘‘rote” manner of carrying on our
arts and manufactures, without paying any regard lt:’
the reason of each procedure. ““If;” he says, SI’Cab'
ing of the workman, *“he only learns his lesson by

[
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rote, the least change of circumstances puts him out.
Be.the method ever so general, cases will always arise
in which it must be varied in order to apply; and if
the workman only knows the rule without knowing
the reason, he must be at faull the moment he is re-
quired to make any new application of it.” And the
Hestminster Review, No. XIV. in its notice of the
same Discourse, strengthens the truth of the remark
by this additional observation: * His work must be
badly done till he has tediously acquired the neces-
sary knowledge ; and, after all, he is tied to a routine,
since he can only learn by example; incapable of
originating or improving, because deficient in funda~
mental knowledge, and a mere creature of imitation,
Hence the persistence every where visible in ancient
and imperfect practices; and hence the insurmountable
ditliculty which is daily felt in introducing even the
most obvisus and most profitable improvement.,” It
is, then, to supply this want in an extensive and very
important branch of our home mapufactures that the
jresent work has been undertaken by the writer, him-
self practically acquainted with the trade he writes
upon; thoush strange it is that a work promising so
mucl irmmediate and prospective advantage, as well
In & privdte ¢3 in a national point of view, should so
lene have remained unattempted either by the em-
plover or the eniployed, the interest of both bein
corhired in the undertaking, as the knowledge of
every such process as gives a greater fixedness and a
more uuerring direction to the mind, is as much for
the benefit of the one as of the other—teaching the
master his limits and the journeyman his duty—
the limits of the former in explaining what is right, or
18 expected to be done, and the duty of the latter in
brinviag up his performance to these expectations.

L £:.1, however, on reflection, I have just misstated
ouc fact; and, also, that the writer in the Reviemw
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above quoted, in the observation that * there is abso-
lutely no publication in our language which can teach
his art even to a shoemaker,” has, in the literal sense
of the same, committed the like error. Such a work
has been attempted; the author, as I have understood,
being at the time he wrote, in the year 1813, a master
boot and shoemaker at Bristol. The work was pub-
lished in London, and sold at 7s. 6d. according to an
old bookseller’s catalogue. This work after a good
deal of research I have lately met with; it has three
sheets of copper-plate diagrams; runs to about 140
octavo pages; and is evidently the production of a
man who meant well, and, taking into account his
provincial situation, of considerable knowledge of the
subject he undertook to describe and elucidate. In
his preface, he calls his book a * novelty,” and further
names it as  the first treatise ever attempted on the
subject ;" comparing the difficulties of the endeavour
to those *“attending the formation of a new road or
path over a boundless desert, or an 'unfrgqucntcd
forest;” so many were the obstacles which his labour
and diligence had to clear away or surmount.

One passage in the same preface deserves to be
transcribed; the first portion of it is especially truc,
and the sccond not the less gratifying in shewing the
good sense and sound aim of the writer, ‘It is well
known,” he says, “to the trade, that it is ouly Dy
great attention and long experience that a proper de-
gree of knowledge in it is to be obtained ; not less
than from ten to twelve years being requisite to form
a complete workman, and then he will have enough to
learn, although nothing more than what he will find
himself defective in. Therefore what I .cxp«:ct to
effect by this Essay is to draw the attention of the
young beginner to the elementary part of the tr:tdcti
that he may have a clear idea of the connexion au¢
proportion of those parts, which will render more

PREFACE. 9

perfect his judgment of the whole; and will accele-
rate his learning with greater facility, by his mind
being brought to think of those dependencies; so
that he will sooner gain that expertness, which is the
result of the mind having a clear and mechanical
knowledge of the combination of those parts.”

In the series of Trade works, published in Paris
under the authority of the king, and the superintend-
ence of the Academy Royale, in the year 1767, there
it a treatise on the art in question of much preten-
sion, but of little value, either at the period it was
written, or the present, when its value is scarcely
noticeable. It is in the folio form and has been got up
at great expense, with large copper-piate engravings,
representing  various articles and practices of the
trade, though, unfortunately, the major part of the
exhibition was more of a *show-room™ affair than of
an; positive utility —the outlines of queer-looking
awls, lasts, paste basins, leather aprons, and knives
or “trunchets,” like so many formidable shearing
hooks, and many other needless particulars, doing
very well to make a kind of picture, but effecting
little or nothing towards the service of the learner.
~ The “ Manucl du Bottier et du Cordonnier,” pub-
lx's};:;d in the same country in 1831, and one of a
similar though a far less expensive series than the
foregoing, has likewise acquired no popularity with
the trade, it being scarcely cver to be scen in the pos-
session of the I'rench shoemaker; nor appealed to
as a book either to verify or to explain principles.
The best chapter in it being one on the anatomy of
the foot, with a plate of representations, though neither
1s of much practical use.

This, then, as far as I know, is the entire literature
Of the art of the shoemaker; the work before men-
tioned of Mr. Rees, our own English author, unsatis-
factory as it is on the whole, being by far the most

B2



10 PREFACE.

deserving. The Germans have nothing of the kind,
Indeed, as I have understood, there is a sort of mock-
ing by-word used occasionally by the master boot
and shoemakers of Germany to their workmen, which,
of itsclf, is a sufficient proof in this particular.
When giving out some difficult job or other piece of
work to the journeymen, and being themselves unable
to explain the manner in which the same is to be
done, they, to get out of the perplexity, arc accue.
tomed to have recourse to the witticism of telling the
questioner to apply to the *book of the trade,” wcll
knowing there is no such book; and thus leaving it

to the workman to get on as he can—successfully or .

otherwise. ]

But what, after all, it may be said, has literature to
do with leather, or with the workers in lcather?
Why, verily, if we are to consider the qeglcct that
has been here stated, nothing; the connexion between
them has as yet been ro very meagre. Bqt, how is
this 2—or why should it be? ~Is the perfection of the
shoc or boot of really less intrinsic worth than the
perfection of a cultivated daisy—the mar}ufacture of a
diminutive puppy dog—the art of breeding a spotted
canary bird—or the proper tying of a cravat ?—ﬁ:rl
have scen a book written even on the last topic. The
fact is, the subject has been uniformly. allowed to
remain in its somewhat repulsive obscunty ; the oc-
cupation of the garret has no attraction to the pro-
prictor of the parlour; it is left where it 1s—uncart:d
about, and unnoticed. The sweep asccnds to his
task, rattles down the soot about our feet, and cries
out at the top of his voice when he has reached the
summit of the chimney,—and this is all we know or
scek to know about the ingenuity of the process; Wwe
will not venture our own eyes into the pffensn\'e
murkiness, nor soil our own hands by a single ex-
periment —and hence the general preference of the
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clegant, often including the positively worthless, before
the useful. But why should this be?

Is, let me ask, the principle of the right and left
lasts, in shoemaking, really valuable, or otherwise? and
if valuable, why is it that the great majority of master
shocmakers are yet in almost entire ignorance of the
true properties of these lasts 2—alleging, wherever
they cannot complete a fit, an imperfection of foot,
though the fault -be entirely in their own insufliciency
of skill. Or, why again is it that the light shoe or
pump of the drawing-room sits often so loosely along
the quarters, and in a most inclegant and injurious’
lollow curved line, where there should be no such
curve whatever, making the foot appear thick and
clumsy, while, day after day, the shoe becomes more
and more ugiy?

Is our science of boot-cutting, too, any thing like
perfeet; or, even such as it is in its highest known
state, is the knowledge of the same any thing like
sufliviently extended ?

In the ladies’ branch, also, how much is there to be
effected!  The handsome feet of our fair country-
women being in the first instance pressed into a pair
of miscrable looking leather, stuif, or silk stocks—
fulsely denominated shoes, and which in a day or
two's wear are usually scen writhed into the most
oifensive contortions; the heel of the shoe in one di-
rection and the heel of the foot in another, while the
vamp at the outside toes is scraping along the ground,
and the sole, on the inside, is turned twisting up
towards the face, as if to make complaint of the at
ciee painful and unsightly deformity.

Old Jonson writes of a lover whose atfection for his
wistress was such, that he

Would adore the shoe,
And slipper was left off, aud kiss it too—
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though, 1 surmise, it would require a very strong
passion indced to pay this devotion to such an article
as above described. In another place he beautifully
sg::h}{s of one who, as an angel, kept treading the
earth:

And where she went the flowers took thickest root,
As she had sow'd them by ber odorous foot.

Very beautiful, truly; but if that foot, that * odorous
foot,” was burthened with a most ill-contrived shoe,
would not the latent germ of the flower be rather
repelled into death, than forced out into instant life
and observation, as depicted in the verse of the poet?

Upright, and bearing even on each side,
The rich silk slipper, twisting not awry,
But keeping still its beauty to the eye.

Yes, let the shoemaker generally accomplish this
much for the world of loveliness, and his desert will
be great, his reward no doubt in sundry cascs swect
and abiding; for he who causes the smile may per-
chance be smiled on himself, as our own worthy
Crispin, it is said, when fitting on the good Princess
Ursula's “ crimson velvet shoes,” had the fair fortune
to experience.

This trade, as well as other trades, has its plea-
sures, its excitements, and its opportunities of ad-
vancement; and in its names of renown, where is the
fraternity can shew either a longer or a more honour-
able catalogue? The shrewd, eccentric, and fortunate
Lackington—himself originally a shoemaker, and
afterwards the most extensive bookseller in Londcn,
amassing a very large fortune, and always taking
pride in the strange and humble story of its begin-
ning—purposed, as we gather from his Memoirs, the

-

s
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writing of a no less sized volume than a “folio” on
this very subject. He did not, however, do so, though
there are materials enough—Sir Cloudesly Shovel,
the admiral ; and Mingh, another admiral; and Fox,
the founder of the important sect of Friends; and the
com-patriot of Luther, Hans Sachs, the poet of Nurem-
burgh; and another German, the celebrated Jacob
Bihmen; and the learned Baudouin, who wrote himself
an historical treatise on the ancient shoe; and a host
of Reverends—Thorpe, Huntingdon, Bradburn, Wat-
son, Carey, Morrison; the occult Sibley, and the astros
logical Partridge ; the politicians Hardy and Holcroft
—the latter morz than politician; and the. strong-
minded Gifford; and Drew; and William Parsons,
the companion of Franklin; and Robert Bloomficld, the
poet,and his two brothers, George and Nathaniel —bro-
thers in bardship as well as in blood; and Savage ; and
Blacket; and Strothers; and Bennet; and Woodhouse ;
and Elliot ; and Gill; and Service; and Johnstone ; and
Gavin Wilson; and Fremolee, of Brussels; and the
now living Whittier, of the Amecrican Boston; and
many others, together with some score of my own
acquaintance ;—the list, in short, is almost unending of
men who either drew force of character, learning, or
inspiration, from the humble workshop of the shoe.
maker,

Let the shoemaker then think of all this; and the
parent who would place his son apprentice to a shoce-
maker, or the gay lad himself who would willingly
become a shoemaker.  For the present let him do so,
and another time, probably, he may hear more of these
men—and of others—and of the trade itself in its
historical character,—and of the first-rate employers
and workinen it has produced—the social condition of
the body—of every thing, in fact, calculated to en-
lighten and correct, to gratify and inspirit. “ There
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is no trade,” says our friend, Mr. Rees, *“ so numerous
as ours;” and I believe him. 'We have, therefore,
among ourselves the prime ingredient of all power—
numbers; and with self-knowledge as another, what
may we not effect?—the highest advancement in our
art, and, as workmen, the utmost attainable respect-
ability of character.

- ——— D M vy AT 0

THE SHOEMAKER.

1.—BRANCI DIVISIONS OF THE TRADE—
THE GRINDERY—TOOLS.

Tue trade of the Shoemaker, as now followed in
Lendon, and in the principal towns of the United
Kizudom, is divided into many branches: namely,
the ~hoe-closer, who is generally a woman, she who
prepares the upper-leathers of the shoej the shoe-
wan, or the person who attaches the sole part to the
upper-leather ; the boot-closer, or he whose employ-
ment consists in preparing the leg and vanp portions
of the buot 3 the boot-man, or the person who does by
the hont as the shoe-man does by the shoe; the jobber,
or the better sort of shoe and boot-mender; the cob-
bl 7, the well-known acquaintance of most people, and
who is hiz own master; the employing master; the
L her; the clicker; the runner; and the cleaner-up.
L1 the women's or ladies’ separate branch, —the
Linder, 2 woman ; and the women’s-man, or maker of
women’s shoes; though in this latter calling other
sub-civisions might be named, as—the sew-round-
man; (he maker of women's welts; the wood-heel-
man; and in their further classification, as inferior
anl superior workmen,—of the slop-man, and the
wages'-mann,

This enumeration probably may surprise some who
have been accustomed to the country, where they
have seen every branch of the general trade carried
it in one small concern ; and also, in occasional in-
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stances, some other manufacturing or retail business
connected with the same. The master of the late
celebrated Sumuel Dreww—he who became so famous
for his metaphysical inquiries—as a saddler and book-
binder as well as a shoemaker, and this was probably
the cause why the apprentice became but a bung-
ling workman, though the native quality of his mind
was so very acute and powerful.

THE GRINDERY,

The materials with which the shoemaker works is
generally called the grindery,—it is so called at least
through” England and Scotland, though in Dublin it is
called finding.

The cause of this technicality is now, I believe,
scarcely known to any one in the trade. The relation
to whom I was apprenticed, a man of a very active
and inquisitive turn of mind, told me its history,
which it may be worth while here to relate.

Formerly, before hemp, flax, wax, hairs, or any de-
scription of tools, were sold as now in shops set apart
to this particular business, the shoemaker, not using
the peculiar sort of stone rubber or the emery compo-
sition which Le now uses to sharpen his knives upun,
was in the habit occasionally of taking his knives 1o
be ground (as the French shocmaker does at the
present day) to rome of the common knife-grinders
of the ncighbourhood. The knife-grinder having
thus the shoemaker for a regular customer, began n
time to add to his usual business that of selling hemp,
&e. ; hence his little shop being termed the _qu'"dt’r s
every thing he sold became known under this namwe,
and is still continued. Dennis, of George-court, Pic-
cadilly, whese family is yet in business, was the last
person, about forty years ago, who was known m
London to grind knives. Ullathorne of Leeds, who
also has an establishment in the vicinity of Lincolu's
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Inn, has the chicf trade in the sale of every thing
connected with grindery. He has spread his business
extensively, to Paris, and all over France, the writer
himself having seen his goods sold while at Mar-
seilles, and he has heard they are to be had in Italy,
Gerinany, and in every part of Anmerica.

THE XIT, OR TOOLS.

The tools of the shoemaker are in their collective
form denominated his kit. Anciently, and in the old
songs of the trade, they were called “St. Hugh's
bones,” from a now almost forgotten, though some-
what pleasant tradition. In Stow, and in Randle
Holme's ** Academie of Armorie,” 1688, we find this
tern: as, also, in the still older romance of Crispin
and Crispianus ; and in two plays, The Shoemaker is
a Gentleman,” and the ““Shoemaker’s Holiday,” of the
beginnine of the seventeenth century.

The kit of the shocmaker is, however, no longer
Buw. as formerly, made up of *¢ bones”’—saint or infidel,
buman or brute,—but principally of good and kindly
stecl; purchased ready-made at the grinder’s, or the
grindery establishments before spoken of, and kept
wterwards (in this country at least and in America)
in repuir and proper order by the ingenuity and care
of the workman himself; though in France, and ge-
werally on the continent, much of this is done by
another person, to whom such occupation is the sole
eans of livelihood.

Under the general term Aif is comprchended the
pincers, nippers, hammer, the various descriptions of
awls, of sctting irons, and many other articles, which
in another place or occasionally will be mentioned,
when writing of the different branch departments of
the trade.
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IL.—THE BEGINNINGS AT THE TRADE,

Irom these particulars we now come to the first
beginnings at the trade itself, in so far as the duties of
the shoemaker’s boy or apprentice are concerned, and
can be described.

As in other trades, the boy of the shoemuker is
mostly bound for the term of seven years, to learn the
‘“art and mystery ”’ of the business—the term a2¢ and
mystery, or mystery and ergft, implying a trade that
requires, as the Act of the 5th of Eliz. says, ¢ ekill
and cxperience,” as distinguished from the operations
of the mere labourer, such as digging, &e. :

The smaller establishments in the country produce
now, as ever, the greater number of beginners to this
employment ; an employment, moreover, to which the
boy himself is in general very partial, the abundance
of gossip of the place, and the sage or humorous
reputation of the master, being to the young mind
inducements of no common order. It is a trade too,
as the saying is, that is not likely ever to wear oul—
and hence another inducement ; and also, as the mirth-
ful Firke explains in the old comedy of * The Shoe-
maker's Holiday,” one that need have no fear of foul
weather: *“Let clownes and ploweboyes, and those
that worke in the ficldes, praye for brave dayes, wee
worke in a drie shop ; what care I if it rains in

The boy in the first instance is usually sent for a
short time on trial; he is then bound, and taking pride
in his yet scarcely soiled Icathern apron, he is never
seen abroad without it, and his journcyings are mani-
fold—taking home work to the customer, fetching
various things from the different markets, or, if his
master be any thing of a farmer, which is not an
unusual circumstance, he may now and then be seen
driving the cows to the milking station, or perhaps

-)
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riding a stout capering pony on some case of emergency.
For ~ome months he docs but little work, at least.at.
choemaking, though he is always asking to be at it;
and it determined to be a good shoemaker, he will be
at it—ecither sewing certain stray picces of leather
togcther, as an exercise with the awl and end, or
on a little last of his own manufacture, not near so
large as the foot of the smallest infant, cndeavounn.g
to make some fairy-like shoe or boot as a gift for his
favourite sister, or to shew to his mother on the
Sunday. .

The shoemaker-boy, in thi. state, is generally a
very happy urchin, acquiring the first beginnings of
his art with scarcely any painj except, occasxonn)lx,
when his hairs, in conscquence of the points of his
threw! not being propurly formed, come off in being
pulled through the hole made by the awl; and then
the hands fly into a perspiration, the cheeks get
redd, the ears burning, and he knows not what to do,
or is almost ready to cry at the terrible mishap, a dis-
aster which at the moment scems irreparable.  Nor
can any thing but patience ever remedy the evil ; he
rist permit himself to become coul and collected, and
Iy taking more care for the future of the way in which
the Lemp or flax strands of bis thread are to be put
teetlor at those very awful places the * points,” he
th: ~. 2nd thus only, can conquer the difficulty.

\With these things, his threads, points, and the care-
ful 2l smooth hairing of those threads, he must be
soon, oud cver afler, very particular; it is his first
creat Jesson, and the better he is enabled to effect
what is vieht in the matter, the more perfect will be
Lis other acquirements.

If there be no regular grindery shops in his neigh-
bourhood, which, if in a small hamlet or other similar
place, is not likely to be the case, he will have likewise
tv ussist in making the paste, or the wax, two things
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which in such a situation have generally to be made at
home ; though in all the principal towns, these, like
every other article in requisition by the shoemaker, are
to be had ready-made, and whenever wanted.

A boy, therefore, in this position soon becomes par-
tially useful, either in going errands, assisting as he
can, or in making some actual progress at the trade.
At first, after having as above-stated learned how to
make his threads and use the awl, he commonly gels
to closing children’s shoes, which he either closes in
the elams—those two tall nipping pieces of stave-like
timber which he holds, pressed hard together between
his knees ; or on the block—that somewhat half round
clump of wood, which he lays along his left thigh,
held down by the stirrup. But the lining of these
shoes is more difficult than the closing, though when
lined, the total of the work goes under the one deno-
mination of ¢losing. If the leatlier be hard and thick,
there is great danger, in the first place, of the breaking
out of what is called the Lold, on putting in the awl;
or, again, of the awl itself snapping in two, at the
least yielding or shake of the wrist. Practice, how-
ever, will soon bring greater confidence, skill, and
power, and these most painful results, the breaking of
the awl especiilly, be of less common occurrence.

The stabbing is a different thing again; the portions
of leather being in this case stitched directly thirough,
cither in straight or curved lines as may be neccssary.
The work to be acted upon is held either in the clams
or between the knees, and receives the awl as usualat
the right side, piercing through to the left or inner
side, from whence the left-hand hair should be at once
pro‘ruded, the right-hand hair being put in afterwards,
and then the stitch smartly drawn in. This is called
blind stabbing, and when the boy has obtained in it
any high degree of proficiency, such as is generally
acquired by the apprentice of the boot-closer, is cer-
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tainly the most beautiful process in the whole trade ;
regular, casy, and rapid, and to the eye of the spectator
a matter even of marvellous description. Quickly
goes in the awl, and as quickly is out again, but not
before the hair from the fingers of the left hand has
found the passage, without being at all directed by the
gizht, but literally in the dark; and hence the term Inid
stabbing, the right-hand hair immediately following in
the opposite course, the closed thumb and fore-finger
of either hand nipping at the moment the hairs from
tkese different directions, and drawing the same as
iustantly out, at once completing the stitch.

The ability to do this, is alone the acquisition of the
British shocmaker ; one Brown, who lived in Whitcomb
Street, and who worked for the elder Hoby, the earliest
probably of our boot-closers, being the first to use
himself to it, about sixty or seventy years ago. .It was
soon followed by others, and now, and f:or this long
tin: back, there is not a closer in the kingdom but
can biind-stab, the art being easily acquired in youth
when the sense of touch in the fingers is the most
delicate, and thereby the most fit for this kind of

operation, . )
A jproficient closer, or closer’'s boy—for here, in
cerezal, the boy is even more expert than the man—

wiil ii: the space of half an hour stab the four sidcrows
an! the two back rows of the counter of a boot, each
irch of stitching taking about twenty st.igchcs, and the
eutire: work averaging about thirty inches, ihree
hundred stitches being thus put in in thirty minutes,
er ity cvery five minutes, each stitch requiring in
itself six distinet operations—the skill of sn.gh.t or t.hs-
tance, the putting in of the awl, and-agam its \Ynth-
drawal, the putting in the left-hand hair, apd again of
the rizht, and lastly, the careful though rapid drawgng,
or rather twitching, out of the thread itself. In a piece
of work of this description, performed some fifteen or
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sixtcen years ago by the writer, there were sixty stitches
in the inch; the awl it was done with, one of relf
manufacture, being of such extreme fineness, that on
letting it puncture the soft part of the hand, the
aperture was so small that not the least sign of blood
could be seen to issue therefrom. Indeed, the tailor
or the dress-maker can effect nothing like the worker
in leather in this sort of stitching, either numerically
speaking, or with any thing like the same distinct-
ness and general beauty of appearance, each stitch
impressed on the leather being so clear and marked,
and free from any of that pluffy matter which either
in cloth or the finest linen may be observed hiding the
divisions of the stitch, or, in the operations of the
worker, oftentimes betraying the needle into pa'puhle
irregularities,

The shoemaker’s boy is in general very partial to
this employment ; and if in the country, and his inaster
will but allow him a thread of the silk twist to try
with, and he knows how to make his points to the
same, many a gratifying piece of stitching he performs,
shewing it through the shop, and to all in-comers. and
when he goes of an errand putting it in his pocier,
that, when meeting with some old play or school-feilovw,
the pretty achievement may be exhibited, and the fame
of the yonng apprentice thus get spread abroad, s well
to his own pleasure, as, probably, to the interest of
his master,

Having thus acquired some little knowledze of
closing, the boy in the next place may be now trusted
further. By this time he will have learned many things:
the names of the entire kit; the difference betwuen a
shoe und a pump, between those of a channel or goloshe
shoe; between the women’s and men’s work ; the greater
perfections of theboot ; the terms of the whole trade—
vamps, quarters, boot-legs, boot-tongues; boot-fronts
and backs ; counters, tops, top-linings, linings, straps:
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in-soles, welts (closing and mn}(ing), rands, bottom-
fllings, out-soles, split-lifts, lifts, top-pieces; the
sewing stitch, fore-part stitch, rnnd §t1tch; the seat,
hee!, fure-part, feather, channel; ch(_:kmg, hammeru.xg-
stutf, blocking in-roles, pegging, fitting welte, levelling
botlems, rounding-up, jiggering, taking-off, glazing
or balling heels, buffing-bottowns, stamping : all these
things he will have learncd, and, therefore, he may
be now sct to block the in-soles for his master or the
clder boys (that is, to draw and fasten them in their
wetted state over the last); afterwards he may use
himsclf to the knife in rounding the in-sole of some
child's shoe ; he may be also put to sew the same,
lis master having first drawn and lasted it (that is,
drawn and tacked the upper, stuff, leather, or rilk,
over the last). He will then, for the first time, put
on the kand-leather, called in France the * gant
rojale,” in honour, 1 suppose, of Prince Crispin ; and
beirg thus pleasantly manacled round the left hand
with the royal ornanent we speak of, but which, never-
theless, is one of very great service, saving the tender
skin of the back of the hand from the tear of the coarse
sewing thread, and thercby enabling the little shoe-
maker to pull in the stitch the tirhter—with this
glove or hand-leather, and his awl and thread, he now
sews twny; his master, the journeymen in the shop,
or tie elicr apprentices, looking now and then to watch
his prcurress, and give him some needful instruction in
mosents of difficulty.

This is his first beginning at sewing ; and as he will
soon get to feel easier at it, his progress will become
propoitionably the inore rapid, and he may now be set
to stitch.

He niust not, however, be intrusted at first in this
opcration with the square or French awl—this would
be a dungerous experiment ; the round awl must do,
and the child’s shoe be taken to again as the article to
try upon,

U — - p— - ———
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The thread for this purpose is rather finer than that
used for sewing, the latter being made of hemp, the
other of a soft, yellow dyed, flax. In sewing, the in.
sole was bound to the upper leather, the welt being
taken in at the same time at its under edge, whereitis
cut or fitted in a slanting direction. This welt in its
upper part and the out-sole are now to be stitched to-
gether, and hence the term stitching.

On the outer or grain side of the sole a niche or
channel is cut to receive the stitch, the welt heing
first pressed closely up against the sole, when the
two, welt and sole, are properly pared down together
in a direct square; which operation is called round-
ing up. The edge, then, as these portions are now
named, is thus ready for stitching, and the boy
may begin, though not using his hand-leather as in
sewing, the work being of a much lighter nature. The
awl is put in as usual on the right or welt side, and
carefully forced out at the opposite side into the chan-
nel. the hairs immediately following, and the thread on
both sides being evenly and firmly drawn in, the stitch
gets completed.

In the stitching of children’s work, and the com-
moncr sort of women's welted, or, as they are often
called, double-sole shoes, the stitch is somewhat long,
being hid up in the sole side, as it is also on the welt
side, the ink brush being rubbed along it at the back
of the welt, and a portion of the welt pressed in and
sct over it. This hiding is considerably helped also
by the largeness of the feather, or that edge of the in-
sole which lies immediately under the upper-leather at
its junction with the sole, and which when forced
severely down by the thin or pane end of the hammer,
or by the rubbing of the long stick, is not easy to be
removed in proof of the quality of the stitch.

Stitching with the square awl comes now in due
time. All men’s shoes are generally stitched with this
kind of awl, and in the northern counties of England,
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particularly in Liverpool, the women's shoes likewise.
The work done with this is the most solid ; the stitches
being enabled to be put in the closer, and hence both
the greater neatness and durability of every article
being so stitched.

The awl, besides its square or flattened character on
cach side, is also more curved than the round or
common awl, and therefore the greater danger of
snapping in being thrust through the leather. The
apprentice, no doubt, will break many in his first trials ;
Le must, however, go on; and if the master be wise,
Le will take as little notice in an angry way of these
misfortunes as possible, for thereby the apprentice
will feel himsclf safer, and thus, not having so much
terror on his mind, he will make the fewer breaks, and
do better in all.

Stitching, when performed with ease and certainty,
is 2 handsome operation, and especially when the work
is light; the performance, too, is rapid, the adept
workman going round the entire welt of a thin-cdged
shoe or boot in something about an Lour, though it is
said the well-known  ready Moyle™ has stitched many
abot for Hoby, for whoin he wrought, even in half
this tiwe,

The upprentice having tlms superadded the ability
wstited o those of his other acquircments, begins at
o Ls (el himiself keenre, heing in his own estimation
{whirh i nothine the worse) almost a shoemaker
alzeily s0 he proceeds with brisker and firmer con-
filenct 10 become so completely.  He, therefore, takes
to handle the knife with more nerve and certainty, is
allowed occasionally to rasp and glass the heels and
fore-parts, gets to run the jigger and shoulder-iron
over some old job or inferior sort of shoe; the excited
perspiration meanwhile dropping lustily from his fore-
head, so busy and sanguine he is during these his
first attempts to become a finisher. Here, then, I

c

e et —

| OO



o

26 GUIDE TO TRADE,

shall leave him, as it would be needless, in this place,
to follow his career any further, though much yet he
must do for himself ; much also may be done for him.
In the following pages, it is to be hoped, he will dis-
cover something of this—a sort of outline of the whole
trade, containing many most useful instructions; a
thorough exposition of the first principles of the art;
such, on the whole, if carefully taken to his study and
his practice, as may render him fit to go any where,
and if friends should arise, or other opportunity offer,
as may enable him to become auother Hoby—worthy
as wealthy, although still the shoemaker.

IIL—THE MAN'S SHOE.
SHOE-CLOSER—SHOE-MAN.

In the preceding chapter, in describing the begin-
nings of the apprentice, a slight notice has been
taken of shoe-closing.

In another place it has been said, that this generally
is the employment of women. In all large towns itis
ko, but in smaller towns and other places the wife or
daughter of the shoemaker himself is mostly

THE SHOE-CLOSER.

This person needs little kit; a slip of board to fit
or prepare her work upon; a pair of clams ; a R -
a knife ; about three awls, two differently sized HE
awls, and one stabhing awl; two seam-sets, or it 13y
be three—one for the stabbed sides ; astirrup; acase
of needles—short blunts ; and a thimble. And in the
grindery, she requires that sort of rather hard twisted
silk, formerly known under the name of barber's 1wist,
but since it has been brought into such plentiful use
by the trade under consideration, this denomination
has become nearly obsolete, and the single word #rst

-

THE SHOEMAKER. 27

is now the ready appellation. This is for the closing ;
while the softer or common sewing silk is taken to
hem or whip on the linings. Some paste, now and
then a little flax for the coarse or strong work, and
gum-arabic dissolved in ink or water, make up the
rest.

The art itself may be soon acquired,—often in six
or cizht months,—the changes being few and simple ;
though considerable delicacy of hand is needful to the
execution of the better deseription of work.

The scam closed (by joining the two shoe quarters
and the vamp together, and also the back parts of these
guarters) is mostly that which is called the flat-seam,
or o ~ide-seam 3 the inside-seam being either closed
o the Mock in what is named the split-hold, or in the
damns. with or without a welt (a thin strip in the
middle . the awl in this ease piercing the leather right
hrowsh at the edges, the seam being alterwards rubbed
out wnd flattened, and the welt, if there be any, taken
o, This, however, is scarcely ever done but on the
commicnerslop shoe 3 the outside-scam or the stabbed
<l 1o+l looking neater and lying smoother over the
foot zd against the heel.

Tl portion, too, which lies at the bottomn of the
fi-s o1 latchets, is, in all cases, fo be stabbed through,
e fatter to bewr against the action of the foot at the
joit<—this stabling Leing necessary as a stay, as it
may be seen that the shoe gets often fractured in the
wear at this part.

The Tining, in all shoes at least but those of the very
stronzest kind, is entirely the work of the woman, being
done with the needle, and elegantly it often is done. The
quztters thin and soft, and the lining leather of some
lively coloured roan or moroceo, the stitches abundant,
and Iyving as they do &o round, plump, and regular
along the edge of the lining, and with an opposing
tint i the colour of the silk of the stitch, the effect
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looks well, and is no doubt calculated to please the
eye of the purchaser. 'When the leather is very hard
or very strong, the awl must be taken, which consumes
much more time, though producing an cquivalent in
the firmer character of the stitch. In this case a thread
of flax is generally used.

After the lining, the upper has to be set; amatter
soon cffected ; the flat-seam-set, or, if stabbed, tke
stabbing-side-set, being heated at a candle (thoush
this is not necessary, and might from the danger of
the practice be well dispensed with) and a little dis.
solved gum being rubbed on the seam, the set is
immediately to be somewhat forcibly and brickly
pressed along the line of stitching, which thus takes
an almost instaut polish, and being also hardencd. the
upper becomes ready for shop 5 that is, to be reut to
the maker, or shoe-man.

The earnings of the shoe-closer are not what they
used to be, through the more extensive consumption
of boots. and conscquent diminution of shoes. I have
known before now, though I speak of the highest
paving establishments, of women taking from 22s. to
25s. or 28s. of a Saturday night as their week's wages.
Five, six, or sometimes eight or ten shillings may at
present be about the weekly amount 5 oftentimes liss,
though scldom more. In some cstablishments, ho-
ever, where the shoe-closer receives the gentlemen's
cloth and other half-boots to do, the reccipts possibly
may be nearly double, the labour in these boots paying
much better than in shoes.

In many of the provincial towns, however, the
women only /ine the shors, or the shoes of the lichter
gort ; the other or stronger description of shoc being,
as before said, done by the awl, and the maker himself.
In this case she gets from 14d. to 2}d. per pair for
the living, according to the quality of the work, or the
position or station of the town. In London, the Lighest

______

THE SHOEMAKER. 29 .

price paid for closing and lining shoes is 10d. a.nd 11d.;
while at Northampton, the shoe-closer in some instances
gets no more than a half-penny per pair, a fact Perhaps
scarcely credible, though nevertheless beyond disproof.

The shoes, or uppers, being closed, they are now
given to the maker, or

SHOE-MAN,

Thiz individual is, in general, either a young or an
incthicient workman, though cases have been and are
still known, in which those who might command the
better description of employment have given the pre-
ference to the shoe. Sometimes it may be through 2
eensc of its much lighter labour, and at others from
habit. Joues, or Bob Jones, as is his better known
trade cognomen, continued a shoe-man even after he
becatie a prize-man, and had won considerable repu-
tation in the line.

The different procedures of the shoe, or shoe-bot-
toming, have already been partially indicated in some
of the notices of our apprentice. )

In the first place, the stuff—that is, the combined
leather that gacs to make the entire of the bottoms—
has to be weetted » the in-soles are then lasted, and
wkhile put to dry cither in the sun or before the fire,
the rest of the stuff may be prepared,—the welts
fited, the out-soles stretched, skived, and hammered,
and the lifts skived, pared, and hammered ; the sew-
inr threads also may be cast-off.

The in-soles, though not entirely dry, are fit to be
rounded—that is, the seat or heel part formed, the
feather portion cut-off—a line, or slight channel,
drawn round a little at the back of the feather, and
about the same cistance from the edge of the seat;
the lenzths of the stitches koled—the point of the awl
entering at the mark, or channel, and coming out,
cither closer or wider, according to the substance of
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the upper-leather, and the thickness of the welt, full
through the middle of the seat, and upon the slant.
ing edge of the feather. Jones, however, above spoken
of, never holes an in-sole ; neither does the I'rench
workman, leaving the awl to make its proper way at
the time of sewing. Ioling is, nevertheless, the
gafer method, and as it is quickly dome, in a few
minutes, it is as well to be adopted.

The number of stitches holed in an inch varies
from two to six, or even more, according to the price
paid as wages, or the character of the article, as light
or strong; the light shoe or boot requiring much
more work (as it called) than the strong, the thread
used being much thinner—and therefore the necessity
(while a supcrior smoothness and closcness are de-
manded) for the greater multiplication of the etifches
to insnre the proper solidity. In the seat, or heel
part, the stitch is generally about one-third longer
than round the fore-part.

After the in-sole is thus got ready, the next process
is the

Lasting.

Defore beginning to last, the inside counter, if there
i= to be any, is to be properly fitted and pasted in be-
tween the counter-ining and the quarters, This
done, the back part of the upper is taken and put on
the heel of the last, tacking it near the back seam
with a small tack at about an inch from the bottom.
After tlis the upper-leather is to be drawn in the
middle rather gently over the toe (keeping the tics at
the time as level with cach other as possible), and then
temporarily tacked over on the inner sole with one
tack. The vamp sides of the upper are then to be
lasted, beginning with the pincers at about an inch
and a half from the toe, and straining the leather at
once both across and forward, taking care that the
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force of the strain be observed as drawing from the
back top part of the quarter, so that the shoe may sit
closely along the sides of the foot; negligence in this
particular throwing the quarters loose and open, and
which no tightening of the binding can properly
remedy. The two tacks, one on cach side, thus put in,
are distinetively called the lasting tacks. The next
two are put in at the joints, or fullest part of the last,
the upper here being drawn in a more direct line
across, though still with a somewhat forward inclina-
ton.  Between these two latter tacks, and those first
put in, the other portions of the vamp are now -to be
pincered over, and tacked down as may be found re-
quisite, different qualitics of leather requiring more
or less care or trouble from their greater stiffness or
pliancy.

In Iasting the waist, the quarters should never be
harsbly drawn down, but rather laid in, and there
tack-d; which if the upper be properly cut, can
always easily be done; but if cut improperly, the
warkman must help the deficiency as well as he is
able. the beauty of the shoe depending much upon
the unforced lie of the quarters, having proper ful
ness beicw, and catching tightly above.

Tl front toe tack, and the two lasting tacks, are
tow 1o Le let loose; and the point of the vamp is to
be drawn back upon the last, in order that the two

side-finines may be stretehed forward, and Jaid evenly -

alone the toe, und there braced with a stitch or two ;
al'er which all notches, fractures, or thicknesses, are
to be cut or skived away. The toe is next to be re-
[vtod— rawn, in the first place, rather hard right
over the toe, and then the two lasting tacks are to be
put ih azaing the strain of the pincers forcing the
same way as before divected. After this the pipes, as
they are called, are to be taken from about the toe;
the' pincers, corner ways, nipping the lcather, and
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thus breaking these pipes into the smallest possible
dimensions, a tack being put in at each necessary spot
to hold down the lcather, till the toe be completed.
To finish this portion of the lasting another procedure
is, however, necessary. The toe is to be braced, that
is, a strong wax-end is brought through the inuer.
sole, near or a little below the lasting tack on one
gide, and drawn out at the back of the tacks placed on
the edge of the vamp, and, being closely drawn round,
is partially fastened to the lasting tack on the other
gide, when by twisting this tack (all the other tacks
between the two lasting tacks being taken out) the
brace is made firmer, the upper-leather forced closer
against the feather of the inner-sole, and the pipes,
thus guarded and held in, wholly disappearing.

The lasting being thus finished, a little thin paste
may be rubbed over the upper with a sponge or bit of
wet rag, to lay down the roughness occasioned hy the
working and straining. The shoe is now ready for

Sewing.

In sewing the inseam (as it is called) there can be
no definitive directions given about the sort of thrcn'd
necessary to be used. The work sewed, as it.l:
strong or light—cheap, or of the first-paid descrip-
tion, taking all kinds of stitches and threads. It must,
therefore, rest with the practice and position of the
workman to know which is the best for his purposc:
besides, a shoe or boot, when well prepared in the last-
ing—the upper-leather lying firm up to the feather—
needs not that thickness of thread which otherwise
might be necessary, the proper preparation in the first
place being a great step towards insuring the necces-
sary solidity. A country shoemaker, with a l'lu'(_‘nd
like a pipe shank, hauling, twitching, and hissing
away as he labours on his seat, does not, in all cascs,
make as sound work as he might scem to do to the
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uninitiated spectator ; the open and slovenly lie of the
apper round the feather hindering the proper tight~
yess of the seam, or sometimes occasioning fractures
of the leather in endeavouring to force it as close as
it should be.

The awl for sewing should have a good firm keen
point ; have no sharpness at the sides, and possessing
considerable strength of shoulder. In sewing the
stirrup is first used, placed over the last on the left
knee, and pressed down under the left foot.

The scat, or back part, is first began, putting the
awl in from the inner-sole, and sewing to you. In
{rawine the hairs through, the stitch on the quarter-
¢ide, by some workmen, is thrown into a sort of
Liteh, that it may lic sufficiently loose for the awl to
pass freely under it, when the heel is to be sewed
down in picrcing upward through the heel. It is,
however, a bad system, and is only to be had recourse
to where the in-sole is very soft, or in sewing round
the tee, where the greater smallness of the inner por-
tion of the stitch may render the cast necessary to
kevp the stitch on this side from starting through to
the welt,

Tl. ~eat being sewed round, the 22+ /¢ is next to be
commenced upon; taking hold of it with the awl just
helow the skived portion, where sometimes a tool is
nun that takes a piece out like a groove, for the stitch
(v fall into.
~In sewing, the hand-leather is generally brought
into u=¢: it forms a safeguard for the back or tender
part of the left hand, Leing held on by a hole through
which the left thumb is passed, and fastened by a few
stitches on the inner or palm side of the hand.  In all
strme work it is of very great service, keeping the
thread from chafing the skin, for the thread in being
twisted round this on the one side, and round the
neek of the awl on the other, is rendered harmless
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when applying the necessary force in gettin
stitch firmly drawn in. ';ll'x)e thread ingsewiggu;:
always to be kept sufficiently fresh by waxing, never
allowing it to become, through haste or hecdlessness
rough or loosened in the different strands composiug,
it, for such thread assuredly can never make other
than a &lim inseam. '

I have heard of an employer in London who has
such a dread of slim inscams, that it is his custom,
whenever a fresh hand is employed by him, to have
the shoe or boot when sewed brought to him for ex-
amination, in order to ascertain the quality of the
work. Another master, in a provincial town, has
another and safer method of satisfying himsell ou
this head. On putting on a strange workman, it
is his way to give no more than the uppers, or,
if for a boot, the boot legs, and the inncr or in-
solcs, saying they are to come again for the re-
mainder of the stuff, as he is then too busy to lovk
out for such descrintion of leather as is wanted, or
that he bas none in the house suitable. On tlis the
new journeyman goes to his lodging, and having no
suspicion of the trap that is laid for him, preceeds
with his work in his accustomed manner. Upun
going again to the shop, he is told to return and
fetch the shoes, or boots, sewed as they are. which
being done, the master carefully examines the quality
of the inscam, which he has thus an opportunity of
testing, aund, as it pleases or displeases him, so he
deals with the workman, continuing him in hiz em-
Plgy, or discharging him on the finishing of the first
job.

Our careful forefathers, too, it appears, from onc
two notices I have met with, passed positive lavs
upon this very subject. No shoe was to be sewed
with less than three stitches in the inch, or the article
on detection was to be forfeited, and the seller muleted
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1 a certain fine. In an extract taken from the Burgh
Laws of Scotland, referring to the time of Robert
Bruce, it is said of the souters,” or shoemakers,
that they mever scrupled to sew their s with
« false rotten threid, throu the quhilke the shoon are
tint before they are half-worne;” a very heavy allega-
tion certainly, but one which I believe, at present, is
not to be made against many in the body —except in
places where a very low rate of wages is paid, which
is probably the cause of the evil.

The sewing of the inseam being finished, it is to
be rubbed down on the welt side with the long-
stick, or the handle of the pincers ; the spare leather
on the top is to be next taken away, and then the
lottom levelled, that is, all the hollow part imme-
diately behind the inseam, or over the bottom, is to
le filied up with skivings, or other pieces of leather,
these being held down with paste, and afterwards
parcd off to a uniform evenness, so that the sole may
lie and wear well.

The nest thing done is to put on the split-lift, a
picce of in-sole leather coming flush in its full sub-
stance to the outside, and pared off to a thin edge on
the inner, where it is notched in the centre, so that
on its being twisted inwardly round, the outside may
tahe the form of the heel. This piece of leather is to
extend about a quarte: of an inch over the stitch on
the seat, and the two ends to where the welt com-
mences. It is to be pegged on, and then pared or
rasped quite level,

The shoe is now fit for (he owt-gole, which, if it
be ot too dry —having Leen wetted and hammered
befine—is to be at once put onj but if so, it may now
}‘"'-“h.‘—'hlly wetted and haminered again.

The sole on being about to be put on, is to be
pasted on the flesh, or rough side, as is also the sur-
face of the beforc-mentioned bottom-fillings, to re-
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ceive and better hold the sole. To further fasten op
the sole for rounding up and stitching, a hole has
to be made with the peg awl within about an inch and
a half from the toe, and a tack driven in; another
tack driven in the middle of the widest part of the
gole, and two or three tacks through that portion of
the sole that covers the scat, or where it may only
partly cover it. The sole being tacked in these various
places, is to be well forced down, or bedded to the pe-
culiar mould of the last, after which the rounding is
to commence.

In preparing or rounding the edges of the sole
and the welt for the stitching, a good knife is always
necessary. It must cut keen and smoothly, and have
beside a firm edge, as the knots or blotches in some
sorts of leather are very trying; indeed, some sole-
leather is altogether harsh, breaking off in patches,
and not of the right or cleesey description.

In rounding, it was the custom formerly to lcave
the welt lying down against the upper, and to be di-
rected by the inseam stitch, so as to round up, which
was a very perfect way; but generally the welt is now
forced up by the thin end of the long stick. and both
welt and sole taken off together. Care, however, in
both ways is much demanded, ro that sufficient wdil
and sole be left to bear well with the feather, neither
taking off too lurgely nor too sparingly, which. in
either case, is soon discovered when the last is drawn
out of the shoe, or when the employer sces it.  The
rounding, morcover, should always follow the form
of the in-sole, and, thercfore, that practicc avoided
which depends upon after taste or management for
any particular form of sole of shoe or boot. The
workman, at the first, should know what is wanted,
or what he intends to do, and should never rely upon
any ulterior expedient. .

After the sole is properly rounded, the clennel 18

THE SHOEMAKER, 37

to be cut, running, in the first place, a tool to mark
the distance of the sane from the edge, though many

only use the guiding of the finger for this purpose.

The channel is always to have an inward inclination
on the sole; and is better to be cut so shallow that
the stitches may be partially seen, than so deep as to
injure the value of the article to the consumer; a
straight down, deep cut channel being one of the most
disreputable things in the trade, rubbing off in the
wear, and looking very unsightly ;—besides, it should
be borne in mind, that there can never be any excel-
lence in the manuficture of shoe or boot, where such
so called excellence militates against the interests of
the wearer. This, to both workman and master,
shou!d be always a guiding principle, though in many
cates | wm sorry to avow it is not so—the ginger-
bread fashion, as the old workmen would eall it,
being at present too common.

The shoe is now ready for

Stitching.

As in sewing, no proper description can be given
of the sort of thread necessary to this part of the
work ; every thing, as in the other instance, depend-
inz solly on its fitness for the purpose, as strong,
middline, or light—cheap or otherwise.

In <itehing, the awl used is called the square an:l ;
an awl with flattened sides, and formerly called the
Freueh blade, though, strange to say, in France it
i now called the aléne Anglais, or English awl. 1
believe, however, the fashion came originally from our
peighbours, though afterwards Collins, at one time a
celebrated awl maker at Liverpool, improved the make
of the awl so much, that the stitching awls of his
manufacture not only won a British but an European
reputation, and are yet sought for by the name aléne
Anglais,

D
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The advantages of this awl are, that it enables 2
far greater quantity of stitches to be put in than
can be done by the round awl, and at the same time
it will allow as large a thread to follow it, thus ren.
dering the work closer and firmer.

On beginning to stitch, the thread first enters at
the back of the commencement of the welt, through a
hole made by a round awl from the sole side, and
comes out in a slanting direction on the sole at the
joint of the heel ; the next stitch is made on the welt
itsclf by the stitching awl, and thence on ; the stitches
falling on the off side into the channel, and on the
near side ranging along the welt, each stitch lying
firm and distinct, varying in their number from ten to
twenty or more in an inch, according to the sub-
stance or the character of the work. One thread will
generally stitch to the toe, and another finish.

The forepart, as it is called, being now stitched,
the channel is to be cleared out with the charuel file,
and then, having some paste rubbed in it, is closed;
after which the two tacks are to be drawn from the
toc and the middle of the sole, and the sole to be laid
hard and smooth with the hammer and long stick.

The next procceding is

Building, and sewing the Heel.

In forming the heel, if there be a piece-sole neces-
gary, resulting from the shortness of that part of the
sole which goes under the heel, this piece-sole is w
the first instance to be attached to the sole by cntting
the back part of the sole in a slanting direction from
the top edge, and the picce-sole in a manner tv dove-
tail with it, so that, on the hcel being csewed down, the
heel stitch may pass through both substances, 2
thus knit them the better. It would be preferalic,
however, to have no piece-sole ; the French generally,
and Mr. Hoby, adopt this plan. Iam sure, where the
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sole-leather is not very strong indeed, and therefore
dear, the expense is not such as to justify a continu-
ance in so imperfect a method.

The other pieces put on in building up the heel are
called the /ifts ; sometimes there is only onc of these,
aad at others none ; the fop-picce being pasted and
tacked down immediately over the back part of the
scle, without any intervening lift or substance what-
cver ; though there mostly is, at least, one lift.

On the top-piece being secured in its proper place,
the heel is then to be formed, paring it round to the
requisite size and fashion; leaving the lower lift to
spread still over the seat stitch, and bringing the
entire bulk and round of the beel nearly to the shape
wanted, so that after it is sewed, the stitches on the
fwither paring, rasping, and scraping of the outside,
may receive no damage. Before sewing, the top-
picce is to be pegged on in the front and towards the
back sides : then, being smoothly rasped off, holes are
to be bored near the edge in the necessary direction
to. and of the same number as, the seat stitches below,
for it is to these that the whole heel is to be definitively
fastencd.

In <ewing down the heel for the average sort of
work, a stout awl and a full well-waxed hemp thread
are reqared, for on the finness of the sewing, helped
as thi= always must be by the proper prior prepara-
Lion o the whole of the hecl stuff, the solidity of the
heel depends, as well as its beauty, nothing looking
worse than a rift or opening between the divisions of
either 1ift or top-piece.

The heel being sewed, it is next to be hammered
down, but not too severely, as this may make the heel
slart, or open, though by some workmen this is not
expected—some of whom I have seen labouring away
with their hammers as if the entire perfection of the
heel depended on  the heavy earnestness of their
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striking. The seat-lift is here to be beat closely down
upon the quarters, and the marks of the awl cleared
away at the back. The shoe is now, as it is said, iz
the stitches, and ready for ’

Taking off.

The first thing towards taking off is, to clear the
forepart stitch with the notched bone intended for this
purpose, using at the time a bit of soap to make the
tool run easy. A small portion of the welt lying
before the stitch is then to be struck off; greater or
less according to the substance of the shoe. The
cdge may then immediately be pared, without what
is called paning—an old and injurious habit—and
which means the taking the pane, or upper part
of the hammer, and striking with it along the fore-
part, so that the leather be marked with countless
indentations—these indentationg, in place of doing
any service, only forcing the edge stitches from their
natural places, together with portions of the welt and
sole, which, in the wear, may start out and lovk very
uzly. The best workmen, at present, never pane,
except occasionally in the heel, or on being compelled
by the narrowness of sole, and when it is necessary to
make u:p the edge with a portion of the welt.

After paring, the edge is to be rasped; thes with
a bit of glass, or the scraping or edge-knife--» lale
and useful invention—it is to be made as smooth 2s
possible. This being doue, the shoe is fit to be jig-
gered—that is, to take the tool that sets up and
polishes the fore-part stitch. In the first instance the
jigger is used with a touch of soap rubbed along the
stitches ; the bits and dust of the leather from the
paring, rasping, &c. being before-hand brushed away
Dissolved gum arabic is also used. After jigzering
the stitches are pricked or divided, this being done

L0
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with a sort of awl, straight and square at the point,
and held in the right hand, the shoe lying between
the knees : with this awl the workman goes on from
etitch to stitch all round the fore-part. In jiggering
there is usually a slight mark or ridge left on the
middle of the edge from that portion of the jigger
which, in working, catches on this part, and which,
mark, is now to be glassed, or scraped off. The
clannel may then be slightly filed, from the sole to-
wards the edge, where the leather will turn over a
little, and make what is called the crease. The tool
next used, named the shoulder, or fore-part iron,
has a very delicate hollow cut in it at the extreme
angle, to receive this leather so filed over from the
channel, and to gather and press it into a hard and
beautiful wire, the appearance it ultimately takes.
This tool also effects a still better purpose, for
through it the cdge altogether derives that firm, even,
and glossy character it commonly has : while, by the
lip that runs along the top of the gole, the channel is
hardened and polished. The edge, in all cases,
¢hould he kept thoroughly sguare in the rounding,
paing, and shouldering,—the term * to shoulder”
criginating from the practice of pressing upon this
;100] with the shoulder as it runs on guided by the
and.

After the shouldering the jigger is to be applied
again, though now it is to be heated 2t a candle ; the
ftitch rapidly taking a bright polish, being at the same
time mnch hardened by the pressure and warmth of
the iron.

In completing the heel of the shoe, the same square-
1ess should be minded as in the fore-part or edge; the
heel of the shoe Leing generally so low of itself, that
to attempt to pare it under, as in a high-heel boot,
would be to spoil the true excellence of this portion
of the shoe. The French and other foreign workmen
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arc in this particular very much behind the workmen
of our own country, their taste here being much out
of place, and yielding neither delight to the eye nor
any assistance to the consumer. The low shoe heel
should be always pared square,.

Before the paring is completed, the seat or under
part of the heel has to be got ready, though this may
have been partially effected when the heel was sewed;
if so, it has been accomplished by the paring-horn
being run behind the seat-lift, and the portion of the
leather that there pressed against the quarters being
cut off ; in the next place, by the back file cleaning
out at the root of the stitches, between the quarters
and the split-lift ; and, lastly, by the knife taking just
as much off the lift at this place as leaves enough to
make the seat, properly so called, or the lower part
of the heel. The tool in use to set or harden this
part, is called the seat-iron, going in with a lip at the
back, and pressing a little way up the heel, and cut
so at the angle as to leave a flat hollow crease be-
hind. This tool, like the jigger, may throw up 2
ridge on the round of the heel, which is to be re-
moved by scraping or glassing, as usual.

The heel being now finished as far as the parirg,
setting, and glassing are concerned, the top-piece is
next to be looked to, rasped, glassed, &c. The shee
way then be colourcd—that is, the edge and heel
blacked by the application of a small bit of whale-
bone, or other stick, dipped in ink as the colouring
matter. When coloured, it is to be dried; when dry,
the last is to be withdrawn ; the pegs broken and cut
out of the inside; and then the edge and heel to be set
again, with the irons heated, to give the leather the
brightness it is expected to possess.

The shoe is now nearly finished, nothing remaining
to be done of any importance ; the upper-leather only
to be pressed upon the feather and over the fore-part
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stitch, to hide the open appearance of the we_lt at the
back; the bottom, or sole, to have the grain taken
off, or, as it is named, buffed, and then saud-papered,
washed, and stamped ; the sides of the heel polished
round with the hot sleeking-iron, the top-piece scoured
with oxalic acid, wetted, and a little yellow soap next
spread over it and cleaned off ; when the shoe is fit for
the shop. ' .

In giving this deseription of the various operations
employed in making a shoe, I have purposely ab-
stained from saying any thing about the {)m'r of shoes,
thinking, thercby, I might more clearly keep these
various and varying operations before the mind than
aherwize I could hope to effect. I must now, there-
fore, state that the one shoe is seldom made right for-
wzrd in the way it has been described, but that both
shues are generally proceeded with as nearly as pos-
gible tozether.  DBoth in-soles are put on directly after
each other, both in-soles rounded, both uppers lasted,
both welts sewed in, both bottoms filled, both pre-
pared after cach other for stitching, both stitched in
the sni: order, and the Leels put on ; in short, in this
way of working, there is a considerable saving of
time, the quickest, or, as they are called in the trade,
the reaudic st hands uniformly taking this method.

A juir of shoes thus proceeded with, and put
through all these ditferent operations, can be made, at
en averave, in a day ; 5s. the pair being the journey-
men'’s wuges given at two shops in Loudon ; other
shops give from 4s. 6d. to 3s., or less; while, in the
meat shoe manufacturing districts, there are shoes
made as low as 6id. the pair, though of what sort
may Le easily guessed, as four or five pair in a day
must be made at this wages, or otherwise the very
humblest shoemaker could not exist, reckoning his
expenses for grindery, fire, candle, &e.
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1V. VARIETIES OF THE SHOE.

SHOE MADE GOLOSHE—CHANNEL GOLOSHE—CHAN.
NEL PUMP—PUMP—CLOTH-BOOT—STITCH-WORK

The next article bearing on the shoe department is

THE SIHOE MADE GOLOSHE,

a sort of bastard manufacture, combining something
of the shoe, and the heel of the proper goloshe. The
same care is, however, not taken with the appearance
of the stitches in the welt, these being hid up and
blackened in place of being left clear, jizgered, and
pricked, as in the shoe. The munner of making the
keel will be seen in describing

THE CHANNEL GOLOSHE.

The goloshe, perhaps it is needless to say, is that
gort of shoe worn as a covering for the beot in wet
dirty weather. To make it, it 1s lasted over some old
boot, with a last in it, belonging to the persen who is
to wear the goloshe ; or upon a last proportionally
larger than the foot, in which case the last has a sort
of wooden heel formed with it, in imitation of the boot
heel, to serve in making a bed for it when the goloshe
is in use.

For quarters to the goloshe, a picce of firm sole-
leather is required, bracing round from a little heyond
one corner of the heel to the other, and (after the
goloshe comes off the Jast) stitched firmly up the
sides with one or two rows of stout threaded stabbing;
a slight groove being cut for the meeting ends of
the upper-leather to fall into, the outside face of the
stabbing shewing itself on these parts of the upper-
leather, the sole-leather being inside.

The in-sole of the goloshe, it will be scen, being
put on a boot, or over a wooden-heeled last, has to be
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bedded into the form of the heel; the in-sole in this
place making, strictly speaking, the box for the after
reception of the boot-heel of the wearer. In round-
ing, it is not mecessary to feather the in-sole, as in
the shoe, nearly all its substance being left at the
edze; some splitting the edge that the lower or grain
portion may be thrown back in the sewing of the
channel, and afterwards forced down to hide the
stitch from the inside,

The upper for lasting should be large, so that the
leather falls wide on the in-sole, where it is to be
levelled and braced down, drawing the lasting tacks
as the bracing proceeds; and then whatever vacant
gpace may remain between the two sides of this
bracing, is to be filled up as in levelling the bottom of
the shoe. Some have a different method ¢ they round
and sew as in a shoe, though with much longer
glitches, and only taking in the welt from the joints,
which besides gives a stouter appearance of edge to
the fore-part, the waists being aleo left lighter, and
more yvielding to the foot. In lasting over an old boot,
a picce of sole is to be put across the toe, and also a
middling instep-leather up the foot, so that the go-
loshe in wearing may lie sufficiently at case.

The out-sole, being somewhat thinner behind from
the joints than forward, is now to be put on. This
beivg firmly rubbed down nnd settled over the fore-
part, and well moulded and secured at the back, the
hecl is next to be built,

It has before been said, that the quarter-piece of
the goloshe is sole-lcather, and the difficulty is to fit
and properly prepare it to be thoroughly secured to
the heel,  For this purpose a slight channel, or slit,
is usually cut round the seat of this quarter-piece, or,
in other words, at a little distance from its under
edge, where it is pressed upon by the commencement
of the heel, Into this channel the awl in sewing is

» 2
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first picrced, and thence thrust upward through the
heel. As the heel is not very high, the labour of
sewing is neither particularly severe nor difficult
though a good thread must be used, be well pu]le(i
in, and regularly waxed. When thus sewed, this
channel, or slit, is to be closed and paned up tightly
to hide the look of the stitches, though, when the
goloshe is being taken off or finished, they will be
hid still more by the black or heel-ball, then applied.
The goloshe is often made with the shoe-seat, per-
haps oftener than in the way just described, though
the otlicr, as the phrase is, is the more legitimate,
We now return to the sole. In paring the sole for
the goloshe, it must be pared rather under the side of
the last, and not pared so square as other edges; that
portion of the sole that lies up against the upper
shelving a little.  When the cdge is thus prepared,
the next business is to make 2 channel on the top edge
of the sole for the reception of the stitch, cutting the
grain of the sole just through in two regular lines,
and afterwards throwing out the portion between these
lines, o that the thread may show itself sufficiently
bold on the channel being set up and finished. The
gole is now fit for holing, which is accomplished with
a straight flat awl, held crosswise, or from the edgv,
going right through both soles, against the last itself,
or the sole of the old boot, whichever the goloshe is
being made on.
~ The goloshe is now to be taken off its mould, and
sewed through these holes; the thread for this pur-
pose being very full, rather slightly twistcd, and
getting plenty of wax to kecp it alive and smooth.
The sewing is began at the root of the heel, and cne
thread will reach to the toe. At the toe, and the parts
near it, the labour is very irksome, the workman
having here to lead the stitch ; that is, to draw first
a portion of the outside half of the thread through to
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the inside; or, which is better, to draw a somewhat
gner and harder twisted end, having no connexion
with the work, partly through—then, making a hole in
the middle of this end on the left side, the hair on
the same left or inward side of the real sewing
tread is to be put through this hole, and there bent
into a sharp angle ; this being done, the before men-
tioned unattached or lcading end is to be pulled
rapidiy back, when the hair of the late left-hand sew-
ing thiread will be seen to accompany it, which, being
now drawn from its noose, the leading end for that
stitch being required no more, the other or proper
riht-hand thread is putin, and then the stitch drawn
fu a« usual, In jobbing, this sort of stitch is also
accasionally had recourse to, when it is named /lead-
iny the blind ; and a no improper cpithet, particu-
larly ir: the trial it affords of the patience.

Alter sewing, the slit, if there be one at the edge of
{he in-sole, is to be closed over the stitches; the last
then put in again; the sole well scoured out and
slecked ; the finish of the edge forwarded; and the
stitches cleaned, squared, and separated, pricking
thein to yuake plain the divisions. The heel may then
be returned to, pared, glassed, &c.; and lastly, the
vdzes of both heel and fore-part coloured, dried, and
polistcd, and then the goloshe is completed.

Sach is the goloshe properly made, though the
thoe-imade goloshe is at the present the most com-
mon.  Even when the channel goloshe is attempted,
it is very rarely scen with the proper channel stitch,
but with a kind of mock stitch set up out of the
leather, the hidden sewing-stitch being long and com-
paratively slight, as may be observed by an examina-
tion of the in-soles of this sort of goloshes.

The price paid for making the channel goloshe is,
as may be expected, from the comparative rarity of
the employ, better than for the shoe; it being almost

o ———
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as difficult to get a man for this purpose, as to i
wl}en such 2 man offers, any regu{froity’ofs\:";::smi
pair of channel goloshes will last, at least two
three winters. Few if any mere shoe-men ’ at ror
sent, know. how to make them, or but \'c’ry bxfne.
lingly; while those boot-men who might Jdo so, can it
more money at their own employ, and, consezlueng ;
are careless of tryi London, however, has yet or{c'
of t'he old stock of channel-men in the person of Dilly
Smith, who, some years ago, made a channel prize.
boot, for which he received seven guineas, and whoi;
still, as I have heard, able to do honour to the by-
gone time. But this is trade history, and not tcac{l-
ing of the trade; so to proceed : )

THE CHANNEL PUMP

may now be referred to, and only referred to; this
kind of shoe—as is said in * The Art and ny:t‘!('ry
of a Cordnainer"—not being * likely to come into
general use again.” It was really a shoe, and worn as
the common shoe; with the quarter and heel made the
same; only differing in the make of the fore, or for-
ward part, in having no welt, and in being stitched
right through, from the outside to the ineide, as has
been described in the goloshe shoe. Sometimes there
were two rows of stitching, and it was then called the
double channel pump. ¢ They are,” says Mr. Rees,
the author of the above-mentioned work, * a stiff and
heavy wear,” conscquently they became disused, an
event hastened also by the better condition of our
public thoroughfares during the last sixty or seventy
years, and the gencral improving taste of the age,
assisted, it may be, by the delicate perfection of what
we now call
THE PUMP,

In making the pump, that is, the shoe with the singl

sole, or rather the shoe without a welt, the soles bein ‘1
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waperly wetted, are taken up, and, the last being
iylaced on one sole, or the pair of soles, if the soles be
cut together, the back of the knife is run round, thus
marking the outline of the sole. Then by one sole
the other is to be formed. This done, the rough soft-
ness un the flesh side of the leather is, as usual, to be
ckived off, the soles properly hammered, and one sole
being tacked on the last, it there receives the perfect
rounding ; and, if the workman be careful, he, strictly
speaking, will make this the perfect rounding, leaving
nothing of that fulness or those jags to be taken away
in the finishing, which the slovenly workman so often
depends on, though uniformly to his discredit.

'I'he sole having thus received the necessary form,
or nearly so, is now untacked, and placed on a smooth

- board te.get a yet more careful paring. The so far

finiched sole is then tacked upon its fellow sole, the
graiu of the two soles meeting, when the uncut sole is
fo lie cut exactly to the cut sole, the knife going in at
ke lower edge of the top soleand striking right through
the overplus leather of the under sole. In rounding
these soles so far, nothing, however, has been taken
from the heel parts, a niche being made at the corner
er heginning of the heel, beyond which the leather for
the present is to be left in its fulness.

The next operation is beveling the flesh of the sole in
the direction of the grain side, leaving less ur niore edge
fiom the thinness of paper to the stoutest gubstance
that may be required for the wear or the appearance.
This bevel is, in general, about a quarter of an inch
wide. It is done very even and clean, and at the
extreme edge, with not a shade of difference in any
spot. At less than the eighth of an inch from this
extreme edge, a line is to be run to mark where the
point of the awl in holing is to come out, though this
width may be cxtended or even somewhat curtailed
according to the thickness or lightness of the upper-
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leather and linings. Some cut a sort of channe] here,
a bad practice, for this weakens the sole where it
should be the firmest, and also when the pump is turned
this very weakness compels the edge to start from the
upper, thus hindering the necessary beauty and close.
ness at this particular portion of the workmanship,

This mark being made, the next process is tu draw
a slight perpendicular cut a kittle behind the top of
the bevel; then another slanting cut behind that again,
80 that the knife may catch the bottom of the perpen-
dicular incision and "throw the picce out. The picee
being thrown out, the groove it leaves must Le well
cleaned of all roughnesses or lumps, then a bit of soap
rubled along, and cleaned off with a cloth or any small
piece of rag twisted round the thumb,

The sole is now ready for holing : the awl mostly
used for this purpose being rather straighter than the
awl the pump is to be sewed with; but it never should
be thicker., In holing, the number of stitches as wsual
dupend upon the quality of the work, running from
five to fifteen in the inch, It is best to hole on a level
board, and not on the last, as is done by the in-sole of
the shoe or boot,

It is useless to go into any detail of the lasting.
The sole is tacked on the last, the upper turned guain
or inside out, and with a light feeling of hand anil
very fine tacks (so that the markings of the points shll
not greatly blemish the outside of the sole, should any
strike through) the thing is completed. The sewing
may then be gone through, precisely the same as in
the shoe, though generally with a finer thread.

In the rounding and sewing of the french-cdye
pump, some difference, however, is demanded. If the
pump is to be frenched throughout, the grain of the
sole must be nicely cleancd at the edge, and the Level-
ing all round brought so close that only the point of
the awl may be able to find an outlet at jt. There
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be considerably more stitches holed for, and
m:sltnt}lioof the awl in holing kept down much closer

to the bottom of the leather, so that the stitches in the

being put in, rubbed out, the pump turned, and
{,l‘nlt:n&itchcg lmbbed out again, they may ratt}fle, as x:'
is called, or distinctly shew themselves to the eye o
ctator. ]

thcllﬂt)leu: waists of the pump (or one waist only, 1:23
inside) is to be frenched, the place is to be mar
where the change is to commence, and the neccssa.{,ye
tiffirence in rounding and holing from thence to
mald:. sewing for the french-edge, the one hand u:s
alwavs to be drawn out above the other, so thath e
{lhiread [rom one side may ride upon that ?f t!le ot fl:r,
this manner of drawing in the st{t(:h shewing itself the
Letter when the pumyp is being finished, and after it is
inished, ) )
1mllrllumnkint:r that sort of pump with the \‘amljshed
upper-leather, which is now so often worn, tlhe 'e(i:lm
before turning should be rubbed down hard erdtl;m‘
commion, that thereby, when the pump is tumebi e
print of the stitches may be s_uﬂicncmly pa]p.a e tg
tave nearly all after-rubbing, which generally fxﬁ:ts .uln
otherwise spoils the varnish at its junction \nﬂ? the
role, There are few pump-men that appear as yet to
e nware of this, though a very little reflection or
vbrervation must prove it to them, .

We now return to our common pump. Previous
lo its being sewed, the spare leather is cut away from
the tops of the seam, the last withdrawn, and the p.u;np
turned;; the last is then put in again, though, if rig 'l‘li:‘
and lefts, not the same last, but its fcllow-ot.n.!. ) le
object in putting the pump thus on.the last, is simply
to level and beat out the crumplings the sole has
received in the turning, and is merely the employment
of a few ninutes, and the last is withdrawn once more.
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The last has now the in-sole put upon it, generally
a good piece of handsomely coloured roan, skived thin
up the fore-part near the edge, left sufficiently wide
to cover the sewing of the sole, and cut square at the
back part to receive the stitches of the seat. This
being done, and the inside counter pasted in between
the pump quarters, the in-sole also is pasted, and the
last and in-sole together forced into the upper, the
quarters drawn up behind, the counter-part neatly and
firmly hammered and rubbed round, after which the
seat may be sewed. The stitches in sewing the seat
are considerably longer than those in the fore-p
and are left rather casy at the quarter-side, the better
to yield a little when the back partof the sole is, as in
the shoe heel, to be sewed down to these stitches, A
thin lift is somctimes placed over this scat-seam,
between it and the sole back part, to rise and thereby
give a little more wear to the heel.  When made on the
shoe, as was one time the custom, this kind of heel was
called the gpring-heel, there being no top-piece.

In preparing the pump heel to be stitched down,
whether or not there be any intervening lift such as
has just been referred to, the back sole part is to be
re-wet, it having got dry by this time, and drawn oyer
to its utmost extent, and tacke. through from the top,
The superiluous leather is then to be pared away to
the necessary form, and the channel on the surface to
be cut; after which the seat may be stitched, the
channel closed, the tack in the middie on the top pulled
out, the leather beat down, the scat beat up, and the
pump is ready to be taken off.

This is the usual manner of making the pump-seat ;
but the French way of withdrawing the last and stitch-
ing through the quarters is much the best method.
It ie at once firmer, closer, and handsomer. Nat
Berry, a well-known name in the trade of London,
Oxford, and Dublin, as a first-rate pump-man, prac-
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tised it some twenty or thirty years ago, and though
it is now called the French system, it was then called
Nat Berry's! He long kept the secret to himself,
proud of his skill, and seemingly determined that
nobody should filch from him his reputation. But I
must go on. . .

In taking off the pump, iron tools are at present in
common use, though formerly the tools were made of
wool. The shoulder-stick then in all cases set the
edg:, but now it is set with the edge-iron, and it is
much better, readier, presses harder, and gives a more
perfect glose, X ]

In t:zking off, should the sole in the first instance
be carefu'ly prepared, there is little trouble with the
knife, at least round the edge, perhaps none., But if
not ¢o prepared, the piece of kit called the paring horn,
or, as is often used, the sharpened shaft of a large
pewter spoon, is run along between the upper and the
sole, acccpanied by the knife which cuts as it goes;
the piece of horn or pewter held in the left hand, and
the knife in the right. After this the edge iay be
delicately touched along with a bit of glass or the edge
sereper, and it is then in a condition to be set. i

Iu preparing the seat for the iron, the back-ﬁl.e is
run aleng behind against the upper and seat stitch,
the leather then pared square, next rasped, and then
glassed or seraped.  The seat being set, as well as the
edge, buth are to be coloured, and, after drying, are
tet again with the irons heated. The last is then
fnally withdrawn, the bottom buffed, washed, and
Stainped ; the edge and back part freshly. polished up,
the vpper-leather neatly pressed down against the cdge,
the qaarters put in good appearance by being drawn
Wer the knee between the fingers of both hands, and
thus the pump is finished.

The same wages are generally paid by employers for
miking the pump as are paid by them for the shoe; and
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where there is any thing like full employment, myg}
greater earnings can be made. The work js clean
light, and elegant, requiring considerable taste, and a
skilled expertness in fingering. For frenchiné there
1S an extra price paid ; so much for the waists, and §0
much for frenching all round. -

_ T have thus nearly completed this head of my
mnstruction, there being scarcely any other sort of shoe
necessary to be mentioned, though a word may be
said of

THE CLOTH BOOT,

and but a word; for except in the short leg, there is
no difference whatever in the make of this to the shoe.
It pays, notwithstanding, a little better, and ought to
do so, the article bringing a higher price, and requiring
more care in the lasting, in keeping clean, and in
having sometimes a shank-picce—but of this we shall
speak under the regular boot. It is made, oo, occa.
sionally in the pump fashion, with the single sole, when
it is a handsome thing indeed if well cut and fitted—a
matter of skill and difficulty. As a pump, or with the
pump sole, it may be considered an article of style ;
and here I am reminded of another high-life article
of wear. Formerly in the trade, there was a rather
numerous aud influential class of journeymen callud

STITCH-MEN,

but who are at present perhaps wholly extinct. 1 doubt
whether even Mr. Hoby has any stitch-work done for
him ; or, if he has, the number of pairs must be very
few. One Speirs, an inmate for several years back
(as T have heard) of St. James's parish workhouse, was
his last professed stitch-man. In many old paintings,
and in the figures of much of the tapestry in one of
the galleries of the Louvre, of the age of Louis XIV,
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tis sort of work may be seen. There is a rand sewed
. all round the shoe, heel and fore-part, through
which are taken a series of stitches beautifully regular
and’ distinct, and all formed with a flax, or, as it was
in those times called, a spindle thread, covered witha
sort of perfectly white wax then in vogue, and which
wax had the name of * machine,” a very strange appel-
lation certainly :—a ka’piorth of machine ! how prepos-
terously it sounds in contrast with a thought of some
of the stupendous iron achievements of the present
ave. Thestitch-men and their machine are, however,
no more ! though, withal, they were a well-fingered
class these workinen, and proud workmen too ; aye,
as I have heard, the very proudest in the trade.
And §peirs ! he, too, will be soon gone among the
ret! the shoemaker who used to wear his gold buckles
and his cocked hat.  What a pity he should die in a
wirhhouse ! but he thought not of that when he might.
Poor fellow ! T wonder if the younger or present Mr.
Hoby would know bim ; but no doubt he would, and
dovs. 1 have heard such things of him, and it is
pleasant to believe them !

V. BOOT CLOSING.

TIE BOOT-CLOSER~—CLOSING THE WELLINGTON—
THE TOP-BOOT—THE MILITARY—THE HOLDER-
NESS—FANCY CLOSRING, &C.—JOBBING CLOSING.

In (Lis department of the trade, as in the foregoing,
I'slall take the subject in its natural order, and com-
mence with the occupation of

THE BOOT-CLOSER.

It i< pleasant in beginning to describe the operations
ol the lovt-closer, to be aware at the very outset that
the abilit y of our own native workmen in this depart-
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with an awl or needle. YWhen the boot-closer has 3
wife or daughter, she can do this. This hemum
however, should be carefully done, colid, and leariny
no thread marks on the outsides. It is bad, likewis,
to hem below the joints of the foot, as the fiucture of
the stitch may occasion a break through the vam
sooner than otherwise might happen. Mr. Rees ad.
vises in lining, that “the awl enter the lining first,
as it can bear the fullest part of the awl better tha
the upper.” Erroneous, certainly ; though I believe it
was the old custom, but a bad one. The lining awl
of the present closer has not any thickness behind, but
is as small there as immediately above the point, has
no keenness of side, is shortly hooked, and entering
on the upper in preference to the lining, the stitches
can be taken firmer, securer, and more abundant,

The back is now taken up to stitch on the counter,
At present the counter is mostly stabbed across the
top, though at one time they were all whipped or
closed, nor do I know which system ought to have tke
preference, having seen counters sewed on with
single flax waxed thread that stood to the very last
Should the backs be thin, I think closing them on not
so good, and perhaps the stabbing suits best in gene-
ral. At all events,a counter stabbed on by a boy or
a beginner can be depended upon much better thar
if he were to attempt whipping or closing it.

After stabbing across the counter, the two back
counter rows may next be stabbed. These rows ar
variously formed, though the straight row looks, |
think, the best, and is so in reality. The generality
of closers have latterly a habit of marking these rows,
and indeed all other sorts of stabbing, with a toothel
instrument, called a pricker, the pricker being struck
down upon the leather in the required direction, aud
thus marking the holes for the entrance of the avl.
This, however, though it may facilitate the learner, is
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not altogather a praisewo'rthy improvcr.ncnt, the sh':n'p
alzes of the teeth of this tool oftentimes fracturing
the leather in a way which the awl never does.  Boots
through this custom are seen to fly open along the
stabbing rows, and, therefore, if prickers be }lsed, too
much care cannot be taken that these prickers be
clearly cut; much caution should be also excrcised in
the manner of striking the pricker into the leather so
that every tooth may enter and press equally ; and
hence the necessity for good fitting of the counter and
diffener, a lump coming at any place under the level
pressure of the pricker causing great injury to the
leather at that particular part, which may occasion the
wlule stabbing row to break asunder in the lasting of
the hwot, or in its wearing—a misfortune of no un-
cominon ocearrence,

If the back and front have the top-linings pasted on
theny, these top-linings may now be whipped, and
then, after being pared, the sides of the buot may be
closed. i )

In closing the sides, a flax thread is used, light or
strong, as the work requires. The back being first
takeni in the clams, the grain of it 0utwar§s, and the
top towards the workman. The front is held the
came on the other or left side; the back and front
receiving between them a strip of light leather callc.d
the seclt. Through tlicse substances the seam is
made. the awl passing direct through, th.e shlc.h fol-
lowing, and o on till the portion immcdnatcl): in the
uip of the clams is finished; the leatl}cr is ﬂ'ncn
shifted, another nip taken, and thus on till the side,
8 il is naned, is closed. The other side is now to
be done in the same way, though putting in the point
of the awl on the front, the front part being now taken
first in the clams, instead of the back as bef9re. In
tlosing the sides considerable caution is required that
the stitches be regulazly formed at an even distance
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from the edges, nor can there be hardly too many
stitches put in should the wages pay, 5o that the
seam be firm, and a handsome welt produced.

When the sides are closed, a block is thrust dow
the hollow of the leg, on which the seams are to be
thoroughly rubbed down with the long-stick, welling
them slightly at the time. The straps may next be
whipped on ; or if not to be whipped, but let in, the
edges of the top-linings (left for this purpose loose in the
closing) are to be joined neatly and firmly with an un.
waxed silk thread ; or should the top-lining be cut to
go all round, and now for the first tune to be put on,
this sort of top-lining is to be fitted to the width of the
leg, the two ends sewed together, and then being drawn
over the leg, the under portion is to be whipped to the
leg, and the leg is fit for turning.

Turning the leg, is bringing the proper or black
side of the leather to the outside: it is soon done, and
is succeeded by rubbing down the welts before-men.
tioned, which will now be seen lying loosely on the
outside. To cut these welts ol close above the stitch,
with the utmost evenness, a pretty instrument is used
called the welt-runner, which striking in at the begin.
ning (holding it in the right hand and the welt in the
left) cuts off the welt to the greatest nicety. The welt
on being coloured, is noi ready for the Hessian-setler.
This tool still retains the name given it on the first
introduction into England of the inside Hessian-scaw,
a great improvement on the original German or con-
tinental outside-seam on this description of boot, the
forerunner of our present Wellington.

The welt being coloured and slightly set, the next
business is to prepare the straps for stabbing ; or if the
top-lining had been put on after the sides were closed, t0
paste this up, make the cuts for the straps, put themn,
and prepare them for stabbing. The side-rows on the
counter and the vamp (if there are to be any) are at the
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game time to be got ready for stabbing, marking these
rowswith a rule and marker, or with the pricker before-
mentioned. The rows on the straps extend generally
from an inch and a half to two inches, and on the
counter and sides from about two inches to two inches
and a half, and sometimes to three inches. The stab-
bing, though a handsome and careful is not a difficult
operation, the apprentice generally doing this, and also
stabbing round the top-edge of the boot, as is now
mostly done. Iormerly all boots were corded, that is,
a well-wrought cord of silk sewed with the needle
to the top of the boot-leg, as is still the custom in a
few shops, Gd. or 7d. being paid for this cording.

Ou the leg being stabbed, it is fit for sctting ; the
welt in all cases being set again, in a solution of gum-
arabie andl ink or water, and with a light in which to
heat the sctter.  Sometimes, too, the stabbing is set, a
custom of JTdhlate, though at present generally omitted,
in erder that the stitches may appear clean and pretty
lookine.  This improvement, however, has more of the
merctricious character in it, than the commendable
no stabbing keeping its appearance so well when the
boot i blacked or in wear as the set-stabbing.

The time taken to close a single Wellington boot,

i ceema! abont three hours and a half, or feur hours 3

thove! i the very common work, a pair may be done
i fenr or tive hours 3 while, again, ten or twelve hours
may be consumed in closing a pair, as they are closed
for some of the best paying employers. The differ-
ence in the prices paid is very great ; some boot-closers
recciving as much as 78, a pair, while others in London
may ¢et no more than 2s. 64., and in the sale boot
manufacturing districts the payment is still consi-
derably less, as low as 1s. 6d. and 1s. 4d. Where
the wages are low, the workman in most cases is
assisted by the aid of one or two boys, apprentices, or
other portions of his family ; this branch of the trade
E
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being one in which the lightness of the labour admite
this sort of aid. The occupation, however, iy very
confining, and not such as a growing boy can well bear,
either as it affects his health or his spirits. Bent from
carly morning to latest night over his knees, and seeing
nothing but the walls of some house opposite, the
‘closer’s boy is pale, ailing, and huddled up in his
growth ; any thing, in short, but what he should be.
It is beside a hard case for the man himself to be com-
pelled to eke out a livelihood at the expense of his
humanity. The business, notwithstanding, is well
adapted for a boy; and, under favourable circum-
stances, he-is in general very well pleased with it.
The next article is much more difficult, and therefore
the assistance of the apprentice is mot so much in
request ; for whilst almost every boot-closer now-a-days
can close a Wellington passably well, there are few in
comparison perfect at

CLOSING TIE TOP-BOOT.

As in my opening observations on closing in genenal,
I have said something on our supremacy in this depart-
ment of our trade, I might now state that our tup-bou!
closing in particular has a still greater superiority ove
any thing of the kind in any other country. v« hae
bad the most, indeed almost the sole. practice, the
fashion and the wear being exclusively British, In
Hungary, as I have read in some book of travels, when
they put up * The English Gentleman ” as a sign, he

is uniformly dressed in top-boots; sois he w ritten of

abroad in all personal descriptions; and so made to
strut about in all dramatic entertainments, as if this
sort of boot alone were our one great characteristic.
Latterly, however, we are falling from our individuality;
top-boots have become scarce amongst us, and, con-
sequently, top-boot closers also; the want of greater
practice occasioning a want of proficiency. Yet we
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have a few good ones remaining, a portion of the old
stock, the very best in the world. '

In commencing the top-boot, the closer should be
also a clicker; that is, he should know how the work
ought to lie, so that the boot when finished be what it
ought to be, and not an offensive assemblage of ill-put-
together pieces of spoiled leather. He must therefore
be very skilful in his fitting, keeping vamp, counter,
and leg, each in its proper place; letting the tongue
full in well ; remedying every fault that may be in the
cutting, the range, the position, the back catch of the
counter; in short, if a clicker cannot be a closer, a
closcr should always understand the business of the
clicker ; and if he does not, his ignorance may spoil
the very best cutting. It will hence be seen that the
perfection of the mere stitches is not the first essential
in completing the leg of the top-boot, but, on the con-
trary, that it is the fitting—for spoil or neglect this, and
aliis spoiled ; the whole beauty of the boot is gone, be
i's leather and other workmauship as superior as they
may.,

The stitching is not, however, to be neglected, for
though a secondary, it ie an important matter, and
if dove rotten or pursy, may likewise spoil the boot.
Besides, the excellence of the stiich_is a thing that
alnost every hady ean appreciate, and, in consequence,
vigh! to be made to bear examination,

Some closers, in preparing the leather for the stitch
or,awl, have a custom of marking the width of the
scam they intend to take with a tool formed for this
purpose, running it along both edges of the leather;
but I would never recommend this practice, thinking
itin all cases bLetter to permit the awl to catch its
natural hold, as the leather may freely bear without
constraint or forcing; for a small seam is not an
excellence in itself, and is only so when it suits the
uaterial.  Indeed, a small seam is not only a positive
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blemish, but a real harm when forced upon leathe
which 1is heavy or thick. The huntsman rusFin
along through the brambles in the excitement of ‘|hc
chase, or the farmer in his usual field employments
has no need of it ; nor are such scams secure enou ri:
for the wear and accidents of such diversions or occl;;.
pations, Let then our closer bear this in mind : and
now he may proceed, ’

In clesing, there are three sorts of holds, as they are
called ; the old-fashioned flat hold, bringing the point
of the awl out on the top of the extreme black of the
leather on the mnear or awl side, and the awl point
entering again at the same place on the off or loft-liund
side; the breadth of the scum, as above stated, being
always in accordance with the proper bearing of Loth
portions of the leather. This kind of seam is very
rarely seen at present; nor has it much to recommend
it, excepting its flatness, from which the term flat.
closing, as now applied to top-boot closing, is derived.
Split-closing is another sort of hold 3 the awl striking
partially through the edges of the leather on both side;,
and the scam thereby, on the stitch being pulled in,
risng up full and round. This is the only kind of
outside seam the shoemakers of foreign countrics can
close, and is little practised by ourselves, except in
closing the side-scains of the top-boot—that is, the
two short scams where the vamp and counter are
Joined together ; the chief reason of its use here beivg,
that it enables a better joint-stitch to be taken (i. e.
the stitch that crosses the side-scam at the top), while
the quarter or range is closing. The next is our
general hold, a medium between the two just deseribed;
the awl side being of the latter, and the off or left-
hand side of the former, which, when well done, mahes
a very excellent seam, at once sufficiently flat and
solid.

To close the side-seam, as indeed in all flat-closing,
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a block is placed on the left knee, the leather on that,
and the stirrup over all, held tight by the under pres-
sure of the foot. When the one side-seam is closed,
it is mostly the custom to paste the quarter on the leg,
letting the edge of it drop into a slight hollow which, .
in fitting the leg, has been there cut for its reception;
thongh in very light legs this may be dispensed with,
or the piece be cut out very slightly indeed. When
both side-seams are closed first, the under portion of
the two back sides of the leg are to be carcfully made
to fit within the counter, and then whipped together
with a firm end ; after which the vamp and counter
are drzwn over the bottom of the leg and pasted down,
on both sides, into the channel above described. The
further closing may then follow, beginring at the turn
of the bLackstrap, which hitherto has been called the
counter, and going right round, along the range, and
up the tongue, where, at the top, the one thread will
be finishied, when a fresh thread is to be put in to close
down the other side. This operation altogether is
celled ~losing the tongue ; the name coming from that
part of the vamp that runs partially up the front of the
ke, and having the form of a tongue.

Itis, I «hould suppose, this process of closing the
tonzue, that the author of the * Kesults of Machinery™
bad in view in the following passage :—

“There are (he says) hoot-closers so skilful that
they have reduced their arms to the precision of a ma-
chine. They can begin to close a hoot with a thread
ayard long in each hand, throw out each arm at once
to the full extent of the thread and without making =
second pull, and at every successive pull contract the
arm so as to allow for the diminished length of the
thread each time that it passes through the leather.—
There are not many workmen (he continues) who can do
this; but those whose sense of touch ig delicate enough
are not blamed by their fellow-workmen for doing that

E2
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by one movement of the arm which other men do by
two movements.”

The reasoning of this is well applied, though e
fact itself is in no way so uncommon as might be
inferred :  the boot-closer, when the work allows,
making use of no other threads but those he can draw
out at one pull, the “ two movements” being seldom
required, and hardly ever practised except under pecu-
liar circumstances, where the silk thread gnarls, or
where a particular force or care is demanded.

The tongue closed round, the vamp and counter may
be turned back-a little, and the two side-linings put
on, joining them in the firet place to the loose under
portions of the leg, and then whipping them on as has
been described in lining the Wellington-boot vamp.
This being done, the turncd portion of the leg is now
to be righted (re-placed in its proper form), and the
well-fitted counter-stiffener put and pasted in, always
making it pass from end to end over both the side-
seams ; after which the different substances covering
the hecl are to be carefully tightened together, the rows
marked fer the stabbing, the counter stabbed, and the
tongue is then complete for the maker.

The time absorbed in closing a pair of tongues
varies from six to eight hours, seven hours being
about the medium: 3s. 9d. is the wages at the two
first-rate shops in London, while others pay 3s. Gd.
and 3s.; no provincial employer hardly ever paying
less than this latter sum.  From this statement it will
be seen that this particular sort of work has upheld
its uniformity of price much better than almost cvery
other in the trade, the before alluded to scarcity of
competent top-boot closers no doubt conducing to this
result. The tongue, however, is only part of the
closing, the boot having yet to be finished; but thie
is very rarcly done till after the boot-man has attached
the bottom or sole part : the finishing then commences.
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The fizst thing towards finisking the top-boot is to
it the back-strap, the name thgt particular strap of
leather has now received, which is to run up the back
part of the boot leg : this is to be skived to the neces-
suv substance (as the nature of the work may demand),
and pared quite level along the gdges. A block is
tien put down between the loose sides of the leg, and
these sides held over this block by the stirrup, t.he
workman taking a single fine flax thread, and Whllp-
ping these sides together, over and over, with a gp xlt,-
hold, an operation called swhipping-up. The ‘back-
strap is then pasted along this seam, exactly over its '
centre; moulded upon it, cleared off once more at
the sides by a delicate handling of the knife, so that
the under-jeather of the leg receives no damage; and
when the paste has sufficiently dried, the closing the
hick-strap is begun ; the thread entering at the turn
where the closing of the tongue left off, and the stitch
being exactly of the same sort,  Oune thread will cl?sc
up one side of the back-strap, the scam extending
to half an inch or better under the place wh.ere the
tap, when put on, will reach. Some in closing the
bark-strap put the point of the awl in first on the leg
at the vichi-hand side, and some at the off-side on the
back-srip, and also by turning the hoot on the knee
2t the awt in, on both sides, on the back-strap.  The
ditference, however, is of little account, asag_ood seam
can be produced either way ; the same also in closing
the tongue, either by putting the awl in first on the
leg or vamp, though in general I myself would prefer
the latter mode, and have seen the best work closed
0. The Prize Tongue of mine, o well known to
the London trade for its remarkable lightness of seam
and reularity of stitch, was closed from the vamp;
tor could 1 have closed it so well the other way.
It is undoubtedly the best method for the lightest
work,



68 GUIDE TO TRADE,

The boot being backed-up, the two webbing straps
and the front leather button-loop are next to be got on,
either whipping these on, or stabbing them through
with a single end, so that the stitch appears as a lining
stitch ; though if they are to be stabbed, it is better
these straps and loops were pasted on before the leg
be whipped up behind, by which the stabbing may be
much easier effected, holding the leg and strap between
the knees, in the clams, and stitching in and out along
the sides of the webbing, &c. Straps put on this way,
especially in very close, hard, or strong leather, pos.
sess much firmer power of resistance to the pull of
the wearer in getting on a tight boot, than if whipped
on; besides, the work itself has a better appearance.

The fop is now to be got ready ; its edges, and its
two back sides cut clean and equal; then placing it
grain downwards on the face of the board, which must
be perfectly free from any thing that might soil the
white surface of the leather, the distance or depth of
the fold is to be marked off, that is, that part which is
to be turned to the inside of the boot where the ley
and top are joined. Along this mark the tool called
the top-groove is to be run, striking out a portion of
the flesh side of the leather, so that the top may bend
or fold to the necessary thinness at that puiticular
place. Tops at present are mostly closed -u th
inside, with a welt, and withovt turning : the iomer
methods of closing them inside on the block, and turn-
ing them ; and of closing them, as a preventive to the
injuries of this turning. on the outside, having ahnost
wholly disappeared. To get them ready for closing
with the welt, the edges are to be skived down a little,
or, by a square-cutting sort of groove tool, to have a bil
run out of them, just leaving sufficient room behind
the stitch for the seam to fall fittingly into, on its being
rubbed down. The welt to be closed in with the top
is made from a piece of the top-leather itsclf, or from
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«me of the cuttings of the calf part of the boot-leg,
if the grain be fair enough in colour, splitting off for
this purpose the grain with a keen knife, and then
doubling it and pasting it together. When dry, a
compass is run along its folded edge, at somewhat
more than one-sixteenth part of an inch distance
(varving, of course, according to the substance or the
nature of the top to be closed), and is then cut through
at the mark, the folding part being the welt.

The invention of closing tops without turning has
beei. known about twenty-five years, though there are
many workmen in small country places who are yet
wmacquainted with the method. The grain side of the
top is lield {rom you, the fold bent backward, grain to
rain—and drawing the two loose ends in an angular
position inward, the cdges are brought together, grain
tocredn, the leather at the fold pressed as close as pos-
sible; then putting the top in the clams, which nip it
alinzr the fold, the welt is placed between the two parts
to be operated upon in the stitching, when the seam is
gone v with exactly as in closing the Wellington side.
Much more care however is requisite : the thread must
b tichtly made, waxed very delicately, and free from
al fpedinents whatever.  The welt, too, must be
jiliviously taken into the stitch in every spot alike, or
the round or double of it, when the top is turned. will
shew very ugly s for, in this case, there is no welt-
rumer used, no after taking off, but, as the hold is true
or filse, the effect will shew itself as good or bad
workmanship.  When the top is closed to within about
haif an inch of the fold or turn, the thread may be cut
off, the seam slightly damped, then pressing it out by
the firce of the fingers, and turning the fold up from its
bend, the top is seen at once to have something of its
Proper appearance, with scarcely any rumpling on the
otside. . The seam is then rubbed down, and set;
the opening at the fold part whipped firmly together,
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and the paper pasted within side which is to stiffen
the top, and also act as a protective against the ol
from the boot-leg penetrating the top, and thereby
spoiling the beauty of its colour.

The tops being thus closed, papered, and left to
dry, the side leather or flash-straps and back-loops
may then be fitted, skived, folded, and cut to the proper
form, Next, the hoot is to be set, with a slightly
heated iron setter, and, the solution of gum-arabic,
as usual, or a touch of the glue-paste now so gene.
rally .used by the closer for his pasting, as also his
setting. Much of the beauty of the work, in the eyes
of the employver, depends on good retting, though
without the stitching itself be good the best of setting
is valueless. The scam-set should have no sharp.
nesses, or jags, or notches, and be flat-cut, or deeper,
just as the delicacy or greater strength of the arficle
may render necessary; each separate stitch shewing
itself in its clear perfect form, without any sign of
force upon it, the sides of the setter catching closdy
in at their roots, and leaving a glistening impression
along each side of the leather: the crcase in the
middle of the setter, also, leaving the like appearance
in the centre of the seam. The stabbing rows, too,
on the counter of the top-boot, should always I think
be set; both because, as I have said before, all stabbing
is the better for being set—and because unset stabbing
and a set closing-seam do not perfectly harmonize
together. There seems a disagrecment between the
two, and as it can be easily avoided, the workman
ought to evince the proper taste, and set alco bis
stabbing, as at one time every closer soset it.

The boot is now nearly finished—the top having
only to be whipped on, and the straps stabbed. The
whipping on the top is an easy operation. The tep
is drawn over the calf of the leg, fastened at the bac h
and middle, which latter should be done very carcfully,
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w2 crooked top is very offensive to the eye, It makes
ihe seam behind, or wel, to lie awry on the back-strap,
which ought to be particularly -guarded against ; and
through neglect of this I have known many a top to
be ripped off. The stitch in whipping is taken over
and over, with a single twist or coloured silk end ; and
when the stitches are plentiful and regularly taken,
and the scam flatted down, the work looks well.

The top thus whipped on, the fold is turned in,
and beat slightly round on the block with the ham-
mer; the side rows marked for the stabbing of the
straps ; the back loop pasted on; and, after being
dried, the stabbing is begun. In general, the back-
lbap is the first stabbed, taking a clear thread of

* unwaxed white silk, and stitching round from the

" comner of the square of the under part of the loop,

though in the lower line or row the inside back button-
loop is also to be stitched in. This being skived off
to an edge at the bottom, fastened there with a slight
touch of paste, and pierced through with the stabbing
awl, the thread will catch it, and combine both loops
together, the one outside, and the other inside. For-
merly this loop was whipped on inside below on the
lvg, but it being found, on the further advancement of
the ele<ing art, to throw an ugly bulge to the outside,
the present better method was adopted. The side-
stabbing rows are soon accomplished ; the inside row,
i the hoots be right and left, taking no leather strap,
and the outside receiving the leather or flash-strap,
filling over the fold at the middle of the outward half
of the top.

The top-boot is now completed ; and though this
latter described portion is only called the firishing,
yet it is the greater half of the closing. Still the most
judizment and care are demanded in the fongue, the
fuishing requiring, particularly in every operation con-
tected with the fop, merely a tact, confidence, and
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cleanliness of handling. The backing-up is no mor
than a straight seam on a firmly held surface; but iy
closing the seam of the tongue, when arriving at {}
curve or turn of the ancle, the case is far ofhcr“isc.
Here, as the two leathers are continually being moved
over the block, the real skill is needed, so that the
work forms no contractions or puckerings, that (he
cutting or clicking be kept perfect, and that the maker
may last his boot properly. The tongue is thus, as il
were, the foundation, and all the remaining labour the
superstructure. The one requires the principle, the
other parts the grace; and when both are cleverly
combined together, the total workmanship in closing
the top-boot is no doubt the highest achievement in
the trade.

Four shillings and seven-pence are the highest wags 2

paid for finishing, 8s. 4d. being the full price given
for the entire closing; but when this is divided, the
tongues and finishing are reparately paid for as stated.
In other shops, 78. 6d., 7s., 6s. 6d., and 6s., is the
sum—3s. for tongues, and 3s. for finishing; this latter
being probably the lowest rate.

Some closers without any help can close the tongues
and finish a pair in the day; I have done so myself
before now for Mr. Hoby and others, though these are
not common occurrences ; the average time heine aboul
a day and a half| or eight hours for the tongues, and
ten for the finishing, when dene for the better shops.

CLOSING THE MILITARY BOOT

differs but little from closing the top-boot ; the only
diffcrence being in the eap, or in the form and stitching
of that part that covers the knce. The cap or top ¥
made of the common wax-leather or black calf-skin, und
has a hollow cut out behind, less or more, according 10
the desire of the customer or the taste of the clicker.
This is called the kam, and if cut three inchesm
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depth, the workman had 3d. extra allowed him'by the
head London ¢ Wages Statement ” of 1812; if four
inches in depth, 6d. ; and for every inch above the four,
another 3d.; so careful was the workman in those
days in guarding his interests, "

The top of the leg gencrally for the military boot
has to be pieced or lengthened. After this is done,
the inside top-lining is pasted on, and then the cap or
outside cover pasted on likewise. The straps too may
be put iu now or afterwards, their ends being slipped
down between slits in the liniug, and left just high
enough to be caught by the boot-hooks. When the
lining and the cap are sufficiently dried, the cap may
be stabbed, holding the work in the clams, and stab-
bing first the under-row, beginning at about half an
inch from the edge and leaving off at the like distance
on the opposite side, the threads not to be cut off, but
left to finish these parts when the cap sides are after-
wards closed together. The top row of the cap may
next he stabbed together, always taking care that the
puint of the awl has the proper downward inclination,
so that when the waste leather of the lining and the
leg is cut away from above the stitch, the stitches
receive no damage either in being taken entirely off
teward the inside, or in shewing themselves ribbed and
rageud to the eye at the cut edge, a fault which has a
very rotten and unseemly appearance.  Amnother row
of stitching is also customarily placed at about half an
inck from the top row, not that this row has any par-
ticular utility, but for the mere grace, and it looks very
well, as indeed all stabbing does in every situation;
this kind of work being at once delicate and rich, re-
markably slight in surface, and yet firm and distinct.

The cap and the straps having been stabbed, the
tides of the cap are to be pared even with the leg, the
fides thrown a little back, the leg and lining joined
together, and the joining rubbed down ; the cap may be

F
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then clczed with the regular outside-seam ; after which
its unstabbed ends are to be completed. The boot i
then set; the spare leather cut away from the top row
as above noticed, and the work is ready for the shop
Eleven shillings is the before-mentioned W .
Statement ”* for closing a pair of these boots ; itisa
long unwieldy job, the difficulty of handling this kind
of boot being the chief inconvenience to the‘-workman.

The boot as here described, the proper officer’s
military boot, is, however, but rarely made at present ;
though in our heavy horse regiments something of the
sort is seen, reaching up above the knee, and hollowed
out at the ham. The leg however is not the same, but
much stiffer, formed of a kind of dressed thick hide
leather ; and then this boot has no cap whatever, but
runs up from bottom to top in the one uncrnamented
length of leather. The lately invented

HOLDERNESS OR ENAMEL BOOT

has something, too, of the same general appearance.
But it is not for the military, but is used for hunting,
and would seem to have displaced, past revival, our own
really distinctive English sporting top-boot. It has
certainly a comely name and a taking polish to recom-
mend it, being made of the stout varnished leather used
by the coachmakers. As it reaches above the knees,
it lovks thoroughly protective against the dangers of
bush and brier.

This boot is closed on the inside, with a short
tongue ; has no outside counter, nor no backstrap up
behind ; is cut out at the ham like the military boot,
and being top-lined, is stabbed round the top with one
row of stabbing, while the under portion of the lining
is hemmed on.

Another of our new fashions, though not quite &
new as the last, is the boot of varnished vamp, and
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marocco coloured leg; which may be classed under
the head of
FANCY CLOSING.

Some have green legs, some purple, some yellow;
some are made of black Spanish, some of white-grain
calf, some of a sort of half-and-half mixture ; in short,
the varieties of this dress-boot are as many as the
vardeties of taste in the wearer, or as the ingenuity or
whim of the bootmaker can invent as a means to outdo
or attract,

In closing this kind of boot, the varnish-leather
vamp or tongue is first pasted on, and then the
counter; then dried—then stabbed—and then the
sides, either with or without a welt, are closed up as
usual in the clams. The top-lining is put in according
w0 te direction of the employer, either turning it over
in a band, or in the form of a welt. The straps are
Lstly stabbed ir, and the leg is finished. It were
useless to be nore particular in description: the
¢hining of the varnish, the hue of the leg, and the
gencral effect of the contrasted colours, commonly three
at least, making little or no difference to the operations
of the closer.  All that is required of him in this sort
of work beyond that in the common Wellington, being
ﬁﬁ more than greater caution and cleanliness in hand-

g.

In this account of the occupation of the closer, I
have yet said nothing of our old cordovan or grain-
leather top-boot, with its inside tongue-seam, and
iside single hack-seam—the boot that fitted our fore-
Ethers as close to the leg as a stocking. Nor have
Inoticed the three-quarter boot as it was called, the
sober wear of our old-fashioned English clergy—
welted and stitched round the top, and though some-
tunes niched out in the front, scarcely ever carrying

e crnament of a tassel. The Hessian boot, likewise,
once so well known, I have passed over in silence, nor
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is it needed that I should do otherwise, the &

2 < 1 ame
manner of procedure which originated and improved
with the Hessian, being continued in the Wellington
There was too a military Hessian, and York Hessiu;
—the latter so called from the patronage of the late
Duke of York; of these I have not thought it neces.
sary to say any thing, though I may just state here,
that, along with the side-welts of the Hessian, the
York Hessian combined the tongue of the top-boot,
had often a morocco leather leg, and was not unlike our
present fancy Wellington above described—excepting
that it was worn over a tight pantaloon, instead of
under our present loose trowsers. Sometimes, also,
these York Hessians had a rich silver or gold fringe
binding sewed round the top, and silver or gold tassels
hanging from the front.. They could be worn in the
drawing-room, and were ostensibly a dress article.
Morocco leg top-boots, too, have before now been
known to pass under the skilled fingers of the closer,
the price for closing these being about 12s. Wel
lingtons, likewise, are now occasionally given to the
closer to do, having tongues; and even backstrp
Wellingtons he has had to close, called also the Swiss
‘Wellington.

The varieties of boot here enumerated arc—with the
exception of the Hessian, and another I have said
nothing of, the Blucher—all English. Nor without
our unrivalled skill as closers could some of them ever
be ventured on. The master had only to invent, of
the wearer order, and the ability was ready to achieve;
or if the workman of any other country began, coarsely
and rudely, the English boot-closer "soon carricd the
new operation to the highest perfection. Every thing
superior in closing is ours : our blind-stabbing—our
flat top-boot seam—our inside Hessian or Wellinglon
seam—our double welts ; also sundry other matters,
some few of which I shall now endeavour to describe
as occasion may offer.
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JOBBING CLOSING.

Closing & new vamp in a Wellington, though a job,
s not a difficult one; the only care necessary is to
make a firm smooth inside-seam at the joining parts of
the old and new lcathers above the turn of the block-
ing; the sides being closed in the clams as usual.
When the vamp is to be closed in with the heel on,
the difficulty in closing up the sides is greater, and
more caution and labour are required in the turning.
Fresh strapping boots (Wellingtons) it is needless to
mention ; and fresh topping and strapping top-boots is
no more than going through the original operation.
Putting new tongues in old jockey or top-boot legs
demands considerable skill in the fitting, the old leather

aving in the wear been drawn oftentimes out of place,
and therefore the necessity of shewing a timely care,
s that none of the parts in the closing be either
urduly stretched or contracted. But putting in a
new leg is still more difficult, though this rarely
happens to be called for, except when the old leg
through accident may be burned to some extent, cut,
orbas largely broken away at the seams in consequence
of bad werkmanship, or, as it may be, through an over
lightizcss by the pressure of the heel while the boot
was being pulled on.

To put in the new leg, all the old parts are first cut
away clear round from seam to seam—tongue, quarters,
and under the backstrap ; the old leg is then spread
oat over the new leg on the board, and the new leg
eut exactly to it, or as far as its form may be guessed ;
though from where the double lcather of the quarters
commence, this portion is tobe leftalittle deeperorlower
down than the old leg, so that, on its being skived
away to an edge, this edge may slide in between the
twolcathers of the outer and inner quarters.  The new
leg then being closed in, the leg is turned back, and
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the unattached leather of the inside quarter L
along the quarter on the grain side ofqthis new !i::;m e;g
a means to secure the loose edge of the inner qua;-ter
against the downward pressure of the heel, when the
boot is being drawn on.  There is, too, another method
to fa§ten this same leather—namely, by a runnin
stabbing-stitch with a single thread or end, putting in
the stab-awl at the outside close along the root of the
quarter-seam, and catching the loose edge on the
inside ; the thread thence passes through from side 1o
side, and the stitch being drawn in right and leR, the
edge becomes braced up with it: but the method pre-
viously described is the best. Further explanation
here would be superfluous ; and the ingenuity of the
workman himself must also teach him other parts of
the process:—how he is to keep his work straight,
by tacking or tying it here and there so as to secure
the utmost evenness in the lie of the tongue, quarters,
and leg,when the job is finished; or how he is to hld
his work on his knee, or occasionally between his knees,
the better to conduct the operations of his closing-
seam. This job is in general well paid for, and o
it should be, the whole value of the pair of boots
depcpding upon it; besides, it takes a long time, and
requires much calmness and confidence of temper to
overcome the difficulties which the operator is con-
tinually meeting with,

The same also may be said of many other jobs,
as putting a new counter to a backstrap boot, putting
a new back to a \Wellington, repairing by piecing
various sorts of fractures at the turn of the tongues
and backstraps of the top-boot; while, again, there
are other jobs very easy, such as stabbing on goloshes,
padding boots over the tongues, and putting on the
common patch either on the vamp or elsewhere. There
i8 one way, however, of mending a break in the vamp,
when it shows itself across the joints, which should
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be described, as it may be serviceable to many work-
men, aud also to wearers mot above putting on a
cobbled boot.

To mend this sort of break, the broken piece must
be entirely cut away, and then, laying it on another
fresh bit of leather, considerably thicker than the old,
the fresh leather is to be marked to the fullest size of
the broken piece; and then a channel cut half way
through at this mark, and the edges skived off thin
from this channel. The picce is to be pasted round
these edges, and it being lifted to the inside of the
fractured boot, is there to be placed in the hole, the
skived and pasted edges sticking up against the grain
around the confines of the hole, and then, by putting
ina small last, or some other fitting thing, the new
picce is to be gently tapped round with the hammer,
and thus bedded firmly and smoothly in its place. It
is then left to get thoroughly dry ; after which, by a
neal over and over stabbing stitch with a single end,
the two sides, old and new, are to be stitched together.
Il well done, when rubbed off and touched a little
with the soft black-ball, the repair is scarcely notice-
able, or, at least, looks fifty times better than the com-
mon hnngling outside patch. ~

Anther very uscful closing job is, to repair the
side seam: of a Wellington boot when fractured, either
through the Zree-iny, or in the wear, or from some
imperfection in the work, or, as it often happeus, in
the leather. This, as commonly done, is a complete
botching affair, with every stitch seen on the outside,
and without sufficient solidity. To repair this sort of
jury the following is the procedure: the fractured
portion is set thoroughly open; the inside halves of
the former stitches taken out; the edges, if wanting
It, pared : a good firm flax thread is then to be made,
and piercing with the awl through the near edge of the
leather, at the root of the fracture, the hair from the
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inside is drawn up through this hole; and they
another hole being made at the opposite side, the
second hair is drawn up through this other hole, when
both halves of the thread will be seen at the outside,
The thread then must be levelled, each half drawn to
the same length, and then catching the hairs in either
hand, right and left, a small bit of welt s taken up,
and the awl making a hole through this, close to its
under edge, the two hairs are put through this hole,
and the thread drawn in. Next, where the aw] was
put in first at the edge, it is now to be put in aguin,
through the very same hole, though taking care that it
does not injure the thread which before had heen
drawn into this hole. Then the thread that has been
brought through the welt, from the opposite side, is to
be drawn downwards through this hole, and the same
procecding being followed on the other side, and with
the other thread, and both threads pulled in to their
extent, the first or commencing stitch thus gets com-
pleted.

After this, at the proper distance of a stitch, the
awl makes once more a hole on the near edge, then
the same side thread being brought up through this
hole, the opposite hole is made, and the other thread
likewize brought up. The welt is then picreed again
as at the first, the hairs again protruded from side to
side, the threads drawn in, and again put down
through a fresh opening of the holes at either side,
and so on from stitch to stitch, until the entire frac-
ture is bound together, when the welt is rubbed
down, cleared off, and set, as usual.

This, it will be perceived, is a very tedions opera-
tion; though, if I have been but able clearly enough
to explain it, its full advantages must be manifest,
for, though the awl is still put in from the outside,
without the least bend or force being inflicted upon
the boot, yet nothing of the work is there to Le seen,
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but every stitch lies along tlfc inside exactly as in the
orizinal inside seam,'closed in the clams. \Vhen.the
gide scam of a \Ve!lmgton.xs broken \mder. or just
above the counter-part, this system of repairing the
break is of the utmost importance, and particularly if
the boot be new and of any value; all other ways tl(x)f
mending any such brenk, from the very fact of the
proper seam being closed on the.msxde,. and the re-
pairing one on the out, necessarily leading to a very;'
disugrecable contrast. A boot-closer of the name o

Milcx Sweeny, who, nbout twenty-five years ago,
wersked for Iale, in Fleet Street, was the first of
whom Iheard having done this job in the manner heré
described, though he told nobody how it was done. I
was a boy then, but being told again of it some five or
six years afler, when I had passed through my ap-
prenticeship, and having many such breaks to mend,
I, a1 last, hit upon the way, and have ever since fol-
lowed it, shewing the method to any one in the trade
who asked me, as I was always of opinion, that every
artifice or improvement tending to the greater excel-
lence of any trade, profession, or callmg, cannot be too
generally known.  DBesides, what a nuscral»le.s(slﬁsll-
ness it is to act to the contrary ! hitting, possibly, by
mere chanee upon, perhaps, nothing more than some
peenliar rick of making a knot, or mixing a c_olour,
andl then, because we have done so, closely lo.cl':mg up
the secret, and arrogating to ourselves a ridiculous
importance.

These secrcts, some valuable, others but very so-
f0, are among shoemakers called crans, probably
from the word crarny, and are looked upon by the
would-be knowing in such matters as of great import-
ance, and the key is uniformly turned in the door
when any such job is going forward. There are of
this order, gum-mixers, gum-stick-cullers, stitch
colvurers, and 1 know not \2\'hat others. I have heard
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v
of a workman, who, in old times, before the Jigger
came into use, when the stitch on the fore-part wag
set up with the thumb nail, called latterly in der.
sion * thumb-nail-work,” was in the habit every
Sunday morning of going into the Borough, to cut
the thumb nails of the inferior craft at so much
per thumb! and doing this Sunday after Sunday;
for, as the nail would grow, so a new cutting was
always needed, as well for the interest of the operator
himself as for the perfection of the work. But the
introduction of the jigger spoiled all, scattered the
thumb-nail school, and took the whole of the virtue
from the cran. Hoby had a keen suspicion of these
men of crans. Between himself and his men there
was at one time an agreement cxisting, that all sorts
of difficult or unusual jobbing should be paid for at
the rate of 9. the hour. Jack and Joe Mew, brothers,
were his principal jobbing closers, though the first was
the better of the two. Once, then, this Jack, doing a
certain job, charged for it according, as he said, to bis
time; but the wary master, to use the phrase of the
pugilistic ring, suspecting that * time was not pro-
perly called,” had another boot purposely fractured a
few days after in the very same way as the boot that
had been mended, and going himself with it to Mew,
he bade hiin do it while he sat by him, as the customer
was then waiting in the shop for his return. Mew,
on this, began—looked at the thing as long as he
could for mere shame, was as long as possible in
twisting and hairing his thread, put in his awl
as carcfully (slowly) as he could—ivas particularly
cautious (slow) in pulling out his hands—in short, he
schemed altogether the affair as well as he might, tle
wary master gtill observing and noting all, and, no
doubt, smiling at all. But, strange to say, when the
Job was completed, the workman had lost rather

better than balf an hour on his former reckoning,
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and Hoby, naively though good-naturedly (Il)(;:ntmg}
to the watch, was not so modest but to remind him 0d
the circumstance ; and as he took hold of the !)o;)lt, aaz.ln
was about to depart, he just stooped down his head a
little, aud whispering in the ear of his Jou.l'ml:a):m‘t:gi
bade him to remind in his next Saturday night sth
the fice-pence he had overpaid him for the o t.l(:;
kindred job, placing a very leisurely emphasis on
ve-pence. ) ]
wo'rl‘dlfc%lc“}"s were capital at the hidden stitch. ‘Wilson,
in the second prize boot he madc,‘had the mns{;ort:dnﬁi
on its being taken off the last, to find that the boo
not draw clear enough—that, in fact, there were pro-
miuert Llisters lying along both sides of the'\atn[t)(;
Mortiied, and not knowing what to do, he “-(:;lh'
Joe Mew, the other being then dcaq, and engage ug
to take a small picce out of each side the vamp, ax}l‘
then to sew the parts together as clevcrlyd?j he
could, so as to hide the impvrfechon. Mew did the
thing well ; nobody could sce it; the boot dre'w cl:}J:-
cellently, there were no blisters! yc_t.whcre was .g
renown ?  Silence, it is true, was expmncd, and pal
for! Lut fame being to Mew of higher value than
faith, the sccret somehow or other slipped out; eyes
beran to pry, and, knowing where to look,'_the (:ulx])-
nine imposition was discovered ! Poor Wilson, “e
could only attempt to laugh, or be anzry, as he mlg;.l(i
Mew did not care, for he preferred tl.m praise der.l\h e
from the job to the shame of breaking credit with a
friend.

The hidden stitch is thus cffected : the parts to be
drawn tozether beinz made as even at the edges as
possible, the awl then first enters from right to l]eﬂma(al
in the usual split-closirg seam, though the hold sho
be taken as licht, or as ncar the top surface, as c;lln
be.  The thread being passed throu.gb _ths hole, t (;
job is then turned on the knee longitudinally, the aw
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entering on the near side, at the root of the first made
hole, and taking the hold alongside the edge, not
passing across through either or both the edges, the
thread follows on this side. On the other o1 off side
the awl enters, and the thread follows just the same,
and when the hold is next to be taken across, the awl,
as before, going in at the root of the right-hand hole,
the thread from both sides now following, and bein
drawn in to the necessary tightness, the stitch is com.
pleted; and so on through each successive stitch;
nothing of the thread shewing on either side, but onl
the marks of the awl holes, which, when the sewing
is finished, are to be rubbed over and covered up as
well as they can—but never to the cozenage, and then
the betrayal of the friend, as was the case with Mew.
I have been thus particular in some of these de-
scriptions, as a means, if possible, to break up conceit;
and, if there be a value in any excellence whatever,
that that value should be known, not as a secret for
the exclusive gain or pride of the selfish, but for its
general usefulnesz. However valuable, then (speak-
ing under the head in question), a good jobber may
be, there cannot, notwithstanding, be any reason that
we should not be all good jobbers; therefore, let
us all learn, and also all teach each other.

V1. THE MAN’S BOOT.

THE BOOT-MAN—THE CORK BOOT—JOBBING
MAKING,
It has already been stated that, after the boot-closer

has done with the leg, it is then transferred to
another workman to affix the sole portion—that is, it
is given to
THE BOOT-MAN,
This workman is variously called,—sometimes the
bottomer, the footnan, the maker, but the boot-man
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i« the most generally received name in the trade, .

Originally there were no boot-men, a8 such, or any

- other branch class; but closing and making of shoes,

]

and closing and making of boots (women’s l;nd nll)el:, I:Z
were severally, when necessary, passed td :)}:lig doin
hands of one person—the shot'makerl: an : sersom.
mon appellative is still given general ydto 3 pme .
connected with the manufacture. Indee bsomwml
our branches, as at present carned’ on, can ; }? oy
up to a very modern period ; for instance, (;a. e
closing, and certain branches in t.h(.: women sb (;yﬁde.
of the trade. As we refine, we divide and subdi in:
the hand engaged in the coarser bmn.ch becomes Iz
capable of delicate operations; while, again,
workman in the latter soon begins to lzl_ck the ngges-
sary vigour for plain, rough workmanship. Bes: esi
there is also, under proper encouragement, a na uraia
tendency to subdivide and separate the _dlﬂ'er\":ni1 pal:'
of an art. The richer the purchaser 18, the lgder
ability he can exact, ro, as a_rcsult, different gr;t e8
of workmen come in requisitmr}——the best for those
that pay the best, and the inferior for those o‘i; mo::
confined resources. Boots, then, Leing a much mo i
expensive wear than shoes, and .top-boots. tl(;e mo
expensive of these, when the closing of this escr;p-
tion of Loot became the separate occupation o ?‘
workman, the individual who had aflerwards to ':lttl:l\c '
the foot made it a scparate employment, the hig i;t
dearee of skill being confined to the top-boot.

this period the boot-men, like the closers, WZE a
very small minority in the trade, pefhnps——spt; ng
of London—not greatly out-numbering the ¢ ?ser::
There were, however, necessarily many more aspxlxl'anh
to the one branch than the other; for whilst all the
sanguine or more skilful shoemen had the desire, l(:r
were making the attempt, to become boot-men, lt) (:
number of closers was scarcely if ever increased bu

o Bins oo o
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by means of a direct apprenticeship, At first, it is
true, this was not the case, as all the early closers
had originally been acquainted with both branches;
but as this particular branch of the art acquired fresh
excellence, by being exercised separately, it conse.
quently became more difficult to change from branch
to branch, and hence the closer was needed to be
reared a closer, while the shoeman and boot-mun have
in general acquired their experience in the country.
In the relative numbers of the boot-men, shocmen,
and closers, a great change also has taken place.
Formerly, towards the close of the last century, when
the top-boot and the three-quarter or clerical boot
were the only boots in demand, except the military
boot, as the closers were then few, so were the boot-
men, while the shoemen were thrice as numerous as
them both. It was a rare thing in those times for
cven the most extensive employers in Londen to
keep more than two or three boot-men, the great bulk
of the business being done in shoes.  With the
Wellington boot, however, all this has latterly been
altered, for nearly every body now wears the Wel-
lington, DBoot-men, therefore, at present are, at least
in all considerable towns, much more numerovs than
both shoemen and closers, for while the closer on an
average will close his six pairs or eight pairs of legs
in a weck, the boot-man will only make his three
or four pairs of feet; and as to the shoeman, therc are
three pairs of Wellington boots made in all such towns
to one pair of shoes.—We must, however, again enter
upon the more immecdiate object of this little work.
The boot-man, it has already been hinted, is a bet-
ter paid workman than the shoeman, the article on
which his labour is expended being of a higher value
than the shoe; accordingly the work is in gencral
more attentively done, and requires sundry additional
processes.  Yet, though this is the case, a great deal
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that Lias been stated as the groundwork of .the shoe,
applies exactly to the boot. The same lasting of the
in-sole, the same rounding of the fore-part, the seat
alone being different, where, when the boot is to
lave a stitched-rand, the leather at the seat is to
be pared quite flush for a low-heel, or if for a high-
heel, inclining according to the inclination of the
height of the heel. At the seat, the edge also is to
be pared under the last a little, more or less, to allow
for the thickness of the counter-leathers; '.}nd through
which edze, from the surface of the m-sole., the
hole for the seat-stitch is to be made, the point of
the awl coming out a little below the centre of the
edge. DBut when the french-seat, as it 1s called, is
to be made, which is the one now in most common
practice, the seat-part of the in-sole is left full to the
edge of the last, and by some workmen feathered off
as in the fore-part, though not so much so; the edge
of the feather being afterwards stitched through upon
in-stitching the seat from the side, another method of
duing that for the boot-heel which has before been
noticed in making the pump french-seat.  The in-sole
being thus prepared in either way, the boot is then to
b lusted, ovening the leathers of the counter with th.e
finzers, and putting fresh paste in between before it
is drawn on the last; and when drawn on, the }mck
rows and side-seams must always be seen to be gtmlght,
alfering them whenever otherwise. In lasting, too
much care cannot possibly be taken—good lasting
being one of the principal perfections required in the
boot-man. It has, then, as may be expected, its dif-
ficulties ; for while the leather of the vamp is in one
part scarcely sufficient for the preminence of the instep,
it will be found rather hard to manage in getting 1t
down across the hollow at the joints, especially in very
tinny or in stout leather, and more cspecially'still in all
varnished leather, it being rarely possible to last this
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kind of leather £o well as the common calf-skin vamp
The French leather from its greater softness is mucI;
easier lasted than the English—not to mention itg
other advantages over our own. But this should not
be; and, as I have explained in a lately printed
pamphlet on the subject, the shoemaker must take
some decisive steps to effect an alteration for the bet.
ter, come whence it will—from tanner or currier,

I have said that the joints may be difficult to last,
and also the instep. In the waists, particularly the
inside or hollowest waist, from the extreme tightness
of leather brought over the instep, it is sometimes
only just possible to get in a tack, though to overceme
this difficulty the boot-man has a method of offixinga
pretty large head of leather round the head of his leng
waist tacks; and, forcing in these as he can, the
tightness gets strained down, the wide leather head of
the tack securing the tight waist leather bencath it
from tearing.

It should be recollected that on putting the boot
first on the last, it is the custom of some of the hest
workmen to pincer the vamp thoroughly over the toe,
while the counter-part sits only partially on the back
of the last—Phorsed, as it is called, at about an inch
and a half from the bottom; the counter being pulled
down afterwards through the means of a slipping
leather, used for this purpose as the shoe-horn is used
to draw on a shoe, though the strain is in a contrary
direction. As soon as the counter is got into its pro-
per place, it is then to be well struck round with tie
hammer, not severely, but regularly; all the icose
paste worked out, and never allowed to lie in Jumps,
which, in the wear of the boot, are always sure 10
break and moulder into dust, when the counter be-
comes soft and squabby. This should never be
neglected, as it is of great importance.

The rand for the boot of the stitched-rand is, alter

———
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the boot is lasted, to be sewed in before the welt is
sewed ; it being a strip of upper-leather, with the
erain taken off, extending from one corner of the heel
fo the other, and about an inch in width, For.th.e
french-seat nothing of this sort is required, but it is
cewed round as in the shoe, and the stitch left partially
loose on the counter. The boot béing sewed, it now,
different to the shoe, takes the shank-piece—that is,
a piece of sole-leather running a short distance below
the mark where the heel is to be built over, and ending
just above the broad part of the tread of the foot.
This is tightly pegzed down, and skived off to the
¢dge, when the remainder of the bottom is to be filled
as in a shoe ; the purpose of this shank-piece being,
by the resistance it offers to the action of the foot,
while the wearer is pulling off his boot, to protect the
boot from injury by the sole being forced after the
Lollow of the foot, which would also prevent the boot
getting off as easy as is needed.

The shank-piece in, and the bottom levelled, the
rand is now to be braced—that is, to be turned over
the seat of the in-sole, and there whipped down or
braced with a strong end, when the puckerings con-
teques: upon the rounding of it in at the edges are
to b ~kived or hammered away, and then the face of
the rand being set round with the flat seat-iron, the
sole may be put on, and if the workman choose to
stitch his fore-part first, or before he builds his heel, the
operation is just the same as in the shoe. The rand,
however, is always stitched prior to the fore-part; nor
can the heel be built till after it is stitched. For
ftitching the rand a large, partially loose thread is
required, and an awl very crooked, flat to the sides,
and much broader than the stitching-awl, so that the
breadth of the rand-stitch should almost fill the rand—
the stitches being rather numerous for the thickness of
the thread, from ten to twelve or fourteen in an inch;

——
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the awl entering always on the face of the rand, and
coming out at about half an inch within the back pay
of the sole or sole-piece. 1In making the french.ges
there is none of this, the sole lying close down oyer
the sewing stitches of the seat, and nothing more being
done till the hee] is built, sewed down, and the hoot
taken off the last. The outward lower edge of the
sole is then channelled round the heel from corner 1o
corner, sewed in this channel through to the inside with
the blind-stab stitch, and, when the channel is closed,
the scat pared, glassed, and set-up; and, finally, the
seat-wheel being run round the seat, in the finishing
operations of the boot-man, the seat thus gets finished,
shewing the smooth back crease, and those regular
indentations which it is the purpose of the seat-wheel
to make,

But the stitched-rand, beside the stitching, has
still an additional labour, The rand is to be brofie—
that is, with the tool called the breaker, having a
toothed face, the doubled heads of the stitches are to
be severely pressed, torn, and spread about, so tha
the whole face of the rand shows nothing but Lemp:
though this breaking is not to be iil] after the hedl is
built and sewed down—the heel in the stitche i-rand
boot not being sewed down frem the scat-stit. !, but
from above the rand, close underneath ut the oot of
the sole-picce. The heel built, sewed, and the rand
broke, the rand is then, in the course of the general
taking-off, to be made—that is, coloured and set-up
with a thick gum dissolved in ink; and when the
bobt-man is about to perform his final operations, the
rand-wheel is run round, and the rand finished. _

This is the old and no doubt best method of making
the rand, in so far at least as the breaking goes;
though a still older method was, that the stitches were
not broken at all, but left in their round and perfect
fulness, and being cleaned off from the wax, first with
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the rand-bone and soap, and then pohs}:;ld w&t'hi:il:::.
gum in their grey and natural s}t)n._tet.h sil: lewmnd-
were next made more perfect by ef g e
wicker then in use (the forerunner of our agd e
rand-wheel) ; this sort of rand getting aftel:'lw v, o
the introduction of the above described a(;_ -ri?o g
the name of the grey-rand, and specimens o wt'i o
may occasionally be yet met with in those fewa;g 12‘88
prize boots which have had the good ﬁ_)_rt‘un_e 2 ls) ="
down to us through the neglect or vicissitude
ighty or a hundred years, )
m{.;}:;])(‘- (l))::t:elr sort of éentlemen's shoes, too, had at this
period the grey-rand, called at the time the Gemrl:l(l)}
rand, the fashion probably coming from some pa hed
Gernany.  The stitched-rand, however, w:lxs mlid
than a fashion—it was an improvement ; the sl()) »
system of its manufacture offering, as it du.i, thef «;:;
p'msib!c surface to the oftentimes severe trials o t]e
booi-jack., This sort of rand when well made.sclz:rce y
ever flinched, either originally when the .stxtcb was
left whole, or even afterwards when t.he stitch e'%ahn
to be broke, and the black-rand got in vogue. » th:
great cross depth of the hole, the tlnckn.c.:ss o 1
thread, and the number, propurt:oual.l_\' spealking, o L
dtitches, giving it a hard and enduring firmness. -
then, an altered method got at last in use; an (i&:]f;
systein became fashionable among the booF-mlfn ’tiu:h
severity of the labour of breaking was felt, so the sbbed
Was at once almost cut away, and the breaker ru -
over as a mere matter of form; the stitches l!::ft e
game time being neither so full wrought, nor :o
broad.  The thick black gum, notwuhstan&h?g, c:a;
siderably helped the affair, and a good r:u; .b a?l(l’i s
effected—clean, very smooth, and sulpassmg’y. r;) it
and the master being pleased through the eye, 5
other concern.  So the matter went on, everyfl;(.)lo ma:
taking up the easier trick; and though the failure o
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proof, in the boot Leing tried in lhc; ja
:f}(’::)llri;m%;t:hese sort of }rlotten rands e{'e%k’s;:raiﬁz:
v aring away—the error was persi ed i
:il(]gls at las; t‘he.master was compelled to tginkl,s t::d liI:
T p;ur of seeing any better done, insisted on havy,
ﬁznm{lch-seat, a.demand which gave rise to somg
gra ld ezr;gi ;ttl (:::eotfu:g ;t but-:thlittle practice rendering
S des I seat neither so suspicious
:Ec:mns, th]e operation soon became familif':rflao:; ;;011;08:
. tigeflem method of work, Perhaps, however, it may
ot last—the old stitched-rand has yet many admir :
:r':(ll :\'efn I:](;)\V' ccrta.in of the first-rate emplaycrs incgé
i of London will have nothing but the stitched.
Mig!l::dhe;ad tx;l'agcs in London for making plain boots,
vl n § e rand, or with french-seats, is seven
e dan‘. six-pence the pair; the lowest about
pr‘ice rn"[ l:,m-pence. In the country, the average
price a:cy edstated at six shillings, though the sale
e ‘.l _ur_rm ¢ at from three shillings and six-pence
o \hu ings and four-pence per pair.  These cheap
e f;m(c:;]\ ever, have neither the stitched-rand, nor
A ench-seat, l')ut are of the description called the
1”1] ‘-rand, that is, the rand is sewed in, braced over
la';lqtdse.t up, but not stitched ; just as the strong chees are
pr'i(- :\‘mt ]m:my country towns. DBut, beside the above
c“ie;:mdu;re'are_ in Lm.ldon, and also in the principal
i Orko_\\. ?s in the kingdom, certain extras paid for
e or making the heels of variou: heights,
ol o 1 ixl:ur-boxcs in heels, for stitching in a
s m, e fore-part, or stitching or nailing on
s uttiox' clump sole, for nailing heels or fore-parts,
o il; calrllgdtql)ls or irons on hgcls or toes, for making
oy e the chaunel-wazs{, or the smock-chan-
-l st'itlvll: (tl e first there Leing no welt, but the
oz ched through with the blind-stab stitch to
in-sole, and the leather brought off to a thin edge,
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coloured, and slicked; though sometimes there are
o rows of stitching, one at the edge, and the second
the real channel-waist, has
k one, the mock-chan-

tw
a little behind. This,

twice the extra pay of the moc
nel being no more than having the sole pared off from

the top to an edge, coloured and slicked, the welt
having been sewed in the same as in regular work.
Neither fashion, however, has much to recommend
it except the mere appearance of a greater lightness
to the eye; and I know not but the mock-channel,
though the easiest, is the preferable, as I think it
gtands the wear better, and certainly in the mending
of the boot has its advantage.

Another of these extras which occasionally comes
within the earnings of the boot-man, is the making

THE COLRE-SOLE BOOT.

In making the cork-sole boot there are two methods :
In the first, the in-gole being put on, rounded, and the
hoot lasted, a long slip of calf skia or upper-leather
(the cork cover) is sewed in round the fore-part from
comner to corner of the heel place: the heel rand being
wronght as usual. DBut, in the sewing in the cover,
to make the cork boot properly, a stiff piece of in-sole
leuther, skived to an edge to receive the stitch, should
Iv t:en in with the sewing between the cover and
the feather of the in-sole, the intention of it being to
give a firmness to the sides of thie cork when covered,
which without this boz. as it is called, would be liable
in the wear to slip about or double into folds. When
!h(' rand, the cork cover, and the box, are thus sewed
in, the cork is to be fitted and put in on the top of the
in-sole and between this box; the constant method of
softening the cork to the operations of the knife being
o warm or toast the cork at the fire, and then to slit,
b}‘nd, or cut it to the necessary form. I shall, however,
give a better method: this cork I should recommend
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to be put to the steaming instead of the toasting pro.
cess; as when the cork is softened by steam, every
knot opens, it will bend easily, and is not at g]] liable
to snap, as it otherwise so often does; and as to the
cutting, the knife has then much more power over it.
To steam it, any small vessel of boiling water will do,
such as can always be found at hand, as a pot or sauge-
pan. The cork, in fitting it, should be slightly hol.
lowed out in the under centre, and ought to be left
considerably thicker from the joints forward to the toe
than in the waist part; and on putting it in, hot wax
is run over the in-sole to hold it, though some do not
take this trouble. The cork being in, and the top
edge of the box and it made to lie well together, the
fore-part rand or covering of the cork is then to be
braced over, when the boot is ready for the sole. The
heel may now be further proceeded with, The heel
and sole on, the cork is next to be stitched, a channel
being made on the sole as usual to receive the stitch
on the top. In stitching the cork, in men’s boots
especially, a good waxed flax thread should be used,
never for the sake of beauty taking a white silk thread
however coarse or full it may be, nor yet whitening
ihe flax thrcad with the machine of the old stitch-men
before alluded to; for as the cork boot is solely an
article for heavy or winter wear, what can be more
valueless than the mere colour of the stitch? and the
more so, when this finicking—as the trade term is—
of workmanship may do a Jositive injury, the mnate-
rial oftentimes, as it does, falling asunder through it.
The shoemaker should never forget the one paramount
principle of fitness, in his seams, in his threads, in the
number of his stitches ; every thing he puts through
his hands should be completely fiz for the purpose it
is required, and should never be spoiled through a
desire of beautifying, or, where beauty is principally
demanded, from want of a proper exercise of taste.
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The ancient stitch-men in their use of the white hthread
were faultless; the shoes they made were for ]t] epzlol;
le of the Court and the drawing room, for th.e wbl
elong the Mall, and every other place of fas }:ona. e
resort; but the cork boot iz not so, but i"or t et mm:
and the mud, and therefore should have its parts ‘t)}‘:
together with a thorough knowledge of this as the

ruiding principle. .
‘Lullcrlxmsoti%chingl the cork, the awl enters a little be}:otw
the sole: on the rand or cork cover, pierces throug 3
the channel, and the hairs being put in, and th;: thll;ea
drawn in, the stitch on the one side falls into the (iu arll;
nel, aud on the other lies full upon the rand, and “d tcb,
when the fore-part is entirely stitched round, an ¥ e
work done regularly, looks very well.  After stitc lng:i
the channel is closed, the edge pnr.ed, coloured, an
st, the rand or cover slicked or polished up, and, tl(lle
heel being finished likewise, the boot gctxf complelt‘e £
An intelligent friend, a first-class l.adxes shoemakier,
tells me, as a means to guard against the breaking
down of the sides of the cork, the principal demerit
in the wear of the cork boot just described—that in
place of sewing in an upper-leather rand or cover and
abox with it, he has found it a preferable way to ma.\ke
his cover of sole leather, and have no box, tl'ns kind
of cover, as he says, bearing the stitch ,quxtedw;ll ’
enough, as Le has proved. As the men’s and the
women's cork boots are both made‘ exactly the same,
this hint may be serviceable. The other or %tlaw
niethod yet to be described, is, howg‘er, better still.
In this method there are two sewings. In the first
Place the cork cover is to be sewed in, commenculxlg
and finishing a little behind the joints, and WI.IEI(li the
cork is fitted, put in, and braced over. Tlu.s oneci
another in-sole is now placed over the cork, ending and
lyiny down upon the under in-sole in the waist, an
which additional in-sole being rounded as usual, a
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welt is to be sewed to it, to which welt the out.
sole is to be stitched as in the regular boot. This
is the cork welt, the cork lying beneath the welt ang
between the two in-soles; the advantages of this gon
of boot being, that by the additional in-sole lying aboye
the cork, the cork is thereby the further removed
from the direct pressure of the wearer; and, se-
condly, the out-sole of the boot can be much better
repaired than in the unwelted cork, nothing more beiny
required than to sole, or welt and sole the job as is
commonly done to the common boot or shoe.

There is yet another cork, the inside, and which
sometimes goes all through from Leel to toe, and at
others no more than half through, helping some pur-
ticular lameness or malformation in the heel. This
cork in the first place is fitted to the last and the height
or other form it is to be, then is put over the sock
or covering, and next the in-sole put over it; after
which, the edges of the covering arc drawn up reaud
the sides of the cork, and sewed in with the upper
and welt; the remainder of the work being  gome
through as usual.

There are various other changes and modes of ope-
ration which occasionally come under the notice of the
bootmaker, but having already suid every thing essen-
tial to a complete view of the subject, it is necessary
to do no more than allude to them.. The channel boct
and the pump boot, for instance, are but simple miodi-
fications of the channel goloshe, or the plain pump
shoe, and repetition, if indulged in, would only add to
the bulk instead of the value of these pages. Iu the
same predicament is

JOBBING MAKING.
Every operation alrcady explained in the shoe (:f
boot is now and then repeated in the various kinds
jobs coming under this head. Shoes or boots are
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. d, heeled, and welted; half soled; u.nder-
lS:il;(f’ ns:wl: Eipped; ’patches. sewed on, all without
any ,particular manner or artifice. 'The jobber, holw-
ever, in the majority of the shops in London, as a %0
in the best shops in the country, is a particular calliag;
be being generally some old shoe'm:m or _boot-m.an, bl.}t
who, through age and its usual infirmities, losing l;:s
former station, is compelled to take to repairing the
old in place of making the new. A good ready jobber,
notwithstanding, can earn much more than manyda
mere maker of shoes, and indecd than some s'lo?r hands
as boot-men; besides the great advantage it is to be
able in the decline of life to find any emplczyment
whatever ag a means to depend upon for one’s own
independent support. The boot-closer alone, of all
branches of the trade, has the least dependa.nce upon
himsclf in this particular. He can neither job at his
former employment for a livelihood, nor, as a stree;
cobbler, can be of any use in the bulk. The awls an
the threads he has been accustomed to, are not those
necessary to the mending of the torn and tattered
shoe sule—they are of no use to him here; nor have
his hands and arms suflicient aptitude for the coarse
ard heavy work, the mere labour itself being too much
for hini; not to mention, were he to make thf:! attempt,
how slow he must be in his performance, wntho?t the
power, to use a homely though apt phrase, of winning
even salt to his porridge! While, therefore, this is the
case, the boot-closer should make it his business to
look to it, for assuredly it is much better to be even
the humble jobber or cobbler than be left without any
sclf-dependance whatever.



98 GUIDE TO TRADE.

VII. THE WOMAN'S SHOE AND BOOT

A
THE SHOE BINDER—THE MAXKER—THE WOOD-HEEL
SHOE—THE WELT SHOE OR BOOT—THE PUNMP O

SINGLE SOLE—THE SEV
V-ROUND—THE C 1
—THE TURN-OVER, PR

Before any thing be said on the differe

affixing the soles to the different kindgtor?i?::: .
shoes, some notice should be taken again of th; shn8
closer, though but very little can be said of this wo:I:-
woman as regards her occupation of preparin th;
upper parts of the woman’s shoe for the makerg So
little iudeed can be said, that though, strictly & akin

all women’s shoes as well as men’s must be ci({):cd 5;
18 the closing part so inconsiderable a share of “tbe’e}m

ployment, independent of the binding, that .

THE SHOE BINDER

1s in all cases the common term for the individual
who so prepares the woman's shoe or boot. This
woman worker is no doubt of much greater antiquity
than the man’s shoe-closer already spoken of inl the
be7gmnmg of this treatise. In Rosellini's “Arts and
\.\'.orkshtfps of tl}e Ancient Egyptians,” a very o;pen-
;?1 ;a{ arid n'lterestmg w.orl-:,.there are seen womien shoe-
- ers, d\\omen working in the same shop with the
U and, as we may guess, perfecting the lighter
portions of the sandal. And at the present day., all
who have ever been in Paris must remember theufair
shoe binders of the shoemaker’s shops of the Galerie
Orlzans and the Boulevards, three or four smart arti-
sans of the needle sitting intently at their work within
each prettily-set-out establishment. In these shops
the shoe binder has a fixed salary—ten, twelve, fifteen,
Or, In cases, as much as twenty francs 1’>er weeic. She
is besides more than a mere binder, being partially a
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clicker also, in so far as the rounding, as in England
we termit, of the shoe is concerned—that is, the fitting
or cutting of the leather, stuff, or silk of the vamps and
quasters for the binding; this being doneby the French
binder with her scissors, and always after the shoe in
made; as the man's shoe is still done with us, though
the woman's is not, but before it is sent to the maker.
In women's strong leather shoes for common or
country wear, the uppers, as for the man’s shoe, are
generally closed with an awl and a waxed thread, that
is, the side and back portions are so joined, and then
the binding is put on, often itself of leather; butin all
other cases, the entire work is begun and finished with
{he ncedle. The woman's boot is done the same, even
when goloshed, the golosh being stitched in and out
with the needle in imitation of the boot-closer’s stab-
bing-stitch. The average price per pair for binding
women's slipper shoes, may be stated at about four-
pence—six-pence being the highest, while some are
paid no more than three half-pence or a penny.  Shoes
with ties, and satin and silk shoes, are paid at a higher
rate. But boots pay the best, at Jeast in certain shops,
two hillings and six-pence per pair being the wages
cbtained by the highest class of binders; and thence
the price varies downward to eight-pence, or even less.
A geod and quick binder may earn in London, when
the work is plentiful, sometimes as much as twenty
shillings or upwards per week, though oftentimes not
more than three or four shillings can be made, and in
g-neral not more than seven or eight. Much depends
upon ability, and also upon fortuitous circumstances.

THE WOMAN'S-MAN, O LADY'S SHOEMAKER,
is the general term for a class making the various
sorts of the woman's shoe now in use. Few can make
every sort of shoe; and some follow one branch and
some another, as makers of welts—spring-heels—sen-



100 GUIDE TO TRADE,

rounds—corks—turn-overs ; first-rate—second-rate
—and slop-men—basil or mutton-men—cack-men or
makers of children’s shoes; and, to refer to a fashion
of old times, the woman's high wood-heel shoe—the
wear of our grandmothers and great-grandmothers, but
now a thing for the Museum, and seldom tobe met with,

The woman's shoemaker at the period when the
wood heel was fashionable, was probably the most
tkilled workman in the whole trade; the tender tex-
ture of the materials he wrought upon, the proper
fitting of the wood for his hecls, and the nice perfec-
tion requisite to the sewing in, the lasting, and the
etitching of the hzel-rands or covers which went round
this wood; also the various glazings of these rands
—as blue, white, green, red, yellow, in short of every
colour,—being matter altogether of much judgment
and care, and requiring much time. ’

To make

THE WOMAN'S WOOD-HEEL PUMP

I must refer the reader, should he be so curious, to
Mr. Rees's book for a full and the only existing de-
scription; while at present I must confine myxsvif to the
current method of the trade, and the sorts of shoe or
boot now in wear.

THE WOMAN'S WELTED SHOE OR BOOT,

as coming most nearly to the man’s common ehee,
needs no lengthened description; the upper part of it
being mostly of leather, like the man's—calf, cordoven
or grain, and every part of the workmanship closely
similar, except that to the in-sole of the woman's shoe

a cover of linen is attached, and that in the taking-off

or the finishing ‘of the work, the stitches are not in
general made to show themselves as in the fore-part of
the man’s shoe or boot, but are covered over and black-
cned, making what is called a blind-welt. Sometimes
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this shoe or boot has got a top-piece and sometimes
not, and when without one it is called the spring-heel; -
but if the heel is made to rise more than the thickness
of the top-piece, and pared under, it is then called the
woman’s military heel, and rather more is paid for
the making, which is the case also with the top-piece
heel, though not so much as for the military heel.

THE WOMAN'S PUMP OR SINGLE-S0LE SHOE

requires, likewise, not much description. It should,
however, if made of stuff, satin, or silk, in the upper,
be very cautiously lasted, and particularly across the
vaip, drawing the material always in a direct line, by
which the threads of the weaving force evenly, and the
shoe when it comes off the last shows greater beauty
and freedom; the common ignorant way of lasting
without care cr thought spoiling both the look and the
fit of the shoe, After a stuff, silk, or satin shoe is
sewed, such parts of the leather lining quarters and
the side licings as may remain above the stitch are to
be cut cff, though not the edges of the stuff, silk, or
satin, as they are to be left and pasted down over the
scany. fhe better to secure and keep them from ravelling
away from the sewing stitch during the pressure of the
foot by the wearer. The iu-sole—sometimes only a
half in-role—is covered, too,with linen before it is put
in, arid a portion of the edges of the linen doubled over
it en each side the waist, so that the in-sole, on being
pasted down to the sole, with these doubled-in edges
along, may hold and keep the linen the better in its
proper place, and not allow it to full out, or to be rum-
pled up in the wear.

THE SEW-ROUND SHOE

needs aleo but little to be said upon it; the only dif-

ference between it and the pump fo called being in its.

seat or heel part, the seat of the sew-round being
G 2
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generally made like all the rest of the edge, whether jt
be frenched or plain, and thence the name ; the first
and one sewing completing all the stitches necessary,
one thread going round the whole shoe, and this being
effected at one operation.

THE CORK-SOLE WOMAN’'S BOOT OR BHOE

is, like the man’s cork before described, a cork with
a rand or cover sewed in, and may be made either in
the same manner, or as recommended by the workman
already alluded to—himself a thoroughly proficient
ladies’ shoemaker—or, it may be made as the man's
welted cork is: the cork placed under the welt, and
between the two in-soles, though I believe this system
has not yet been attempted in the woman’s cork. For
stitching the rand of the cork, a good wax may be
prepared of resin, bees’ wax, and a little yellow
turmeric, which will keep the flax-thread at once sound,
smooth, and give the stitches a handsome appearance
—such as the woman's-man generally aims at—
looking fully as well as if the rand was stitched with
white silk, and being infinitely more lasting.

THE TURN-OVLR BIIOE OR BOOT

can be made cither as a welt or as a pump, the
manner of making the seat or back-part being the
source of the name it bears. A rand is sewed in
round the heel, cither of black or any other coloured
leather or other material ; it is then turned over, braced
and stitched, and, the heel being afterwards finished,
the rand is set up and finished likewise. At present
there are very few turn-overs made, the fashion being
of old date, like the wood-heel, and also the rand
fore-part; though the latter at one time was the
common way of making all women's shoes, with the
exception of the pump.

The wages puaid for making the woman’s shoe of
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boot varies, I think, more than any other branch.
While one class of workmen, in certain establishments
at the West End of London, get about three shil-
lings for affixing a pair of pump soles to a pair of
lady's shoes, another class of workmen, in the districts
of the Borough, Whitechapel, or Shoreditch, will get
no more than siz-pence, or it may be four-pence, for
afixing their pair of soles; the workman of the first
class taking the better part of a day to complete his
job, and the workman of the other making his six
or cight pairs in the day. This difference is in-
deed extreme, and is nearly as injurious to the pur-
chaser as to the powerless, dependant workman hime
selfl. In the provincial towns there is little of
this, London being the great mart for all kinds of
women's cheap shoes and boots; and where the
journeyman himself, in many cases, is the sole manu-
facturer. This chamber-master, as he is called, pur-
chases his own materials, cuts out his own articles,
gets them bound, and with the assistance of some
tiree or four mere boys, hired for tlie occasion, called
sewcers, throws, as it were, his dozens togcther by the
day, and then slinging them in pairs over his arm, he
goes furth and eells themn to the master of the sale
shue slisp—in sonte instances as low as thirteen shil-
lings the dozen pairs! but which are of such flimsy
quality, that if a puir will last decently an active ser-
vant girl or any other poor woman for a week, it
Ik quite as much as they will do, being as they zre no
other than a complete sticking together of rubbish.
The article thus deteriorated, the ability of the work-
men as a class also deteriorates with it. Pride is lost;
there is nothing felt to stimulate ; and as to a culti-
Vation of taste, how is this to be expected where the
desire and the reward are necessarily so reduced?
The better paid ladies’ shoemakers, however, in the
tountry as in London, can still do something for the
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manufacture ; and it is very necessary they should;
the required excellence of the article in demand by the
higher description of purchasers, and the severe pres-
sure of foreign competition, testing their powers to the
utmost; the foreign shoe-shops underselling the better
ehops, and offering at a medium price a much neater
article than any to be had in the sale shops.

The requisites necessary to a proficient ladies’ shoc.
maker are a liking, in the first place, for Lis calling,
manual expertness, an eye for the greatest available
beauty in any given form or direction, and a practised
skill in the ultimate production of a clean, well-lasted,
smoothly laid, and nicely adapted article for its pur-
pose, as the means at once to satisfy the consumer, and
to please both himself and his employer.

VIIL.—-INFERIOR WORK.

THE STRONG SHOEMAN=——COBDLER—TRANSLATOE,
CLOBBERER, &C.—~CLOGGER.

Having described the operations of the four prin-
cipal branches of the trade as they are followed by
Journeymen, namely, those of the shoeman, ti:e boot-
closer, the boot-man, and the woman's-man, :heugh
there are several sub-divisions, more or Jess nosercus
in cach of these class braaches, workmen of different
degrees of merit, or who derive their support from
different descriptions of work—having so far cflecled
what I purposed towards a view of the various occu-
pations of journeymen shoemakers, and finding the
account is still not complete, I intend, under the present
head, as concisely as possible, to conclude what yet
remains to be told. )

In the immediately foregoing division I have said
something of what are called the slop rwomen's men,
of their scwers, and of the surprising quantity of
work which, as a means to procure a bare livelihvod,
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they must put through their hands in a given time ;
but in writing of the shoeman, I intentionally passed
over the inferior classes of workmen, such as the strong
shoeman, the common cobbler, and the renovator,
or samper (all these names for nearly the same class),
in order to treat of them separately.

THE STRONG SHOEMEN,

as I understand, have their Socicty, not very long
since established, their rules of self-government, their
rates of wages, and already have had their strikes.
Their chief localities are in and about the neighbour-
hood of Saffron Hill and Clerkenwell, though many of
their number are to be found in other parts, both in
town and country; wherever in fact the coarze,
serviceable, and cheap shoe is in demand. The strong
shoemen are generally the produce of the rude isolated
sitiations of the conntry, or of the great manufacturing
distiict of Staifordshire, from whence probably the
majority of them come. With practised sinews, no
direlish to the enormously thick thread (many of their
treads taking from thirty to forty strands of the
coarsest hemp to its make), and much skill at driving
in nails, this class of workmen scarcely or ever care
about advancing themselves to the lighter branches;
but, despising the niceties of the jigger, the pretty
stitch, the smooth channel, and all the other delicacies
of the finer shoe, as they were reared, so they con-
tine ; and havin strength and perseverance, earn as
much on the who,fe as, and no doubt feel more inde-
Peident than, the 2rages’ shoeman, who, getting Ss.
per pair, when the others only get half the sum, are
Yet no better off, although his labour may be not quite
50 severe,

Any man accustomed to this sort of work, and having
!l!md abilities, is, when age comes upon him, excel-
ent ag
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THE COBBLER:

for the cobbler, strange as it may seem, must have
good abilities. Being accustomed to the strong work,
he will think nothing of the great awls and the large
threads he must use; but in his mending, he will
have such out of the way holes and fractures to put in
order, that considerable practical skill will be necessary
to gain him a reputation. Look at him in his bulk!
he scratches his head, a carter’s old shoe is in his
hand, gaping like an oyster between sole and upper-
leather, and with a rent in the upper-leather stretch.
ing half-way across the vamp, and running into
various sinuosities. What is he to do? he himsclf
wants his 9d. or his 1s. for the job, and the carter
wants his shoe, and will call for it at his dinner hour.
It won't do to scratch long, he must begin; and with
a good patch, a good thread, and a good awl. the
upper is made, as it were, whole again—no rent in it.
The huge ripping at the welt is drawn tightly and
closely together, so that no mud can get in, and the
carter may go forth again in his £)ro shoes, neither of
which, without this achievement of the cobbler, would
have been of any service.

A cobbler in a good situation is oftentimes better
off and more independent than almost any jonrneyman.
Besides, he is sometimes an employing master himself,
and has his own journeyman; the two sitting face to
face in the one little apartment, and in their pullings oul
discovering such a dexterous twist of the arms that
none but those of their own class can at all equal. In
France, as in England formerly with the maker of new
shoes, there are itinerant cobblers—cobblers gomn:
about from place to place with a basket at their backs,
square to the shoulders, and rounded outwards. In
this they carry their few pieces of kit—knifc, awls, and
long cob-iron, or iron foot with a standing shaft, and
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a necessary assortment of leather for patches and heel
and sole mending. On getting a job they sit down at
the door and do it, and then, like the tinker, they pack
up their traps, and are off again, bawling out at the
top of their voice as they go along, Shoes mended !”
The majority of this class, as I have heard, come from
one particular department—Lorraine, which is said to
be the great breeding place of the French savetier, as
the neighbourhood of Italy is of the plaster-cast figure
makers of Europe. In France, however, there is still
another class, partial itinerants—cobblers whose sleep-
ing place may be in a cellar or a gurret, but who follow
their occupation in the open street or the public market.
I recollect seeing some in the South ; a large umbrella
spread ahove them, sticking with its strong shaft into
the ground, the master and his men, or his sons, at
wark beneath it, and perhaps some villager seated on
a low stool waiting for his job, his two unshod feet
conspicuously showing themselves. The savetier and
his customer now and then striking up the chime of a
song, or talking politics with as many exciting gesti-
culaticns as if the fate of the * Grande Nation ” itself
depended on their decision,  This is the picturesque
of the craft ; and if we add to the scene, a no unusual
accompaniinent, the foliage of a huge tree rising far
above the umbrella group, though not entirely keeping
off the strong sun-shine, we may easily imagine the
diff:rence between a cobbler of the fair south of France,
and the cobbler of our own cities, squatted in his pigmy
dog-house underneath the window of some low beer-
ehop, or other equally unromantic position.

To leave this glimpse of romauce, and come again to
common life, let me say a few words on

THE TRANSLATOR.

This workman, as already said, is variously called,
translator, renovator, vamper; and has his home at
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present in almost every town of any size, as he Io
has had in Monmouth-street, in the purlieus of Petj.
coat-lane and Rag-fair, and, probably, in every other
poor neighbourhood of London. The calling, how-
ever, has greatly improved. A Monmouth-street
translator being a very inferior workman indeed, even
where all are inferior. He is the lowest of the class,
and called a cioblerer, the name coming from the pe-
culiar and disreputable cunning of his art. It is not
alone with leather, and hemp, and the awl, that the
clobberer works, but also with his clobber. This is a
mixture of ground fire-cinders and paste, which he
spreads over and forces into the crevices and breaks
of old shocs or boots, instead of toe or side picces,
or half heeling; then sticking in the necessary uails,
and letting the cement dry, the parts are afterwards
shined off, and the article disposed of as having un-
dergone a thorough repair. This is much worse than
the * cobbler’s heel ball ;” but it is not to be supposed
that the clobberer can do without bis bLall cither,
pasting up with it, as he does, the vamp fractures, o
the deception of the purchaser, who, having no know-
ledge of any such trickery in clobber or ball, pays
down his two or three shillings, and putting his new
bargain on his feet, leaves his old shoes behind him,
steps again into the slime of the streets, and, next
morning, when he looks at his purchase to cxawine
their condition, he becomes, indeed, wofully con-
vinced that * there is nothing like leather !”

The best clobberers, it is said, are from Ircland;
shrewd knaves, who, coming across the water from a
scarcity of brogue-making at home, scek their ex-
perienced countrymen of the * Dials,” and trymy
their hand at the new shoe mortar, are soon led 10
take such delight in the thing, that some of them have
been known to follow a customer, that they might se¢
the soles drop from his feet as he went along, and thes

LA
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returning to their seat in the cellar, have a hearty laugh
with their companions at the fun.

The clobberer has, however, latterly been compelled
todo better; he has been punished; Monmouth-street
has been tried, and found out, and though at present
something better is done, the pounded cinders not
brought so often into use, still the ‘ occupation is gone !’
and a rival class have not only commenced business
in Monmouth-street itself, but in almost every other
quarter of London,—the meaner the more advanta-
geous—as also in every other town or place of likeli-
hood. These are men who not only repair, but re-
neir ; a class who let nothing be wasted, however old
or unsightly ; every shoe or boot, no matter how far
gone, has to them a value ; all are purchased. For
a cast-off’ pair of Wellingtons of the worst description,
they will give at an average about 8d.; and for a
pair of Bluchers, with nothing but the backs stick-
ing to them, 4d. or 6d. What is more singular,
there are, as I have been told, forestallers in this mar-
ket; cunrning Jews, real Jews, who, having a good
scent when old leather is getting ecarce, are propor-
tionally the more hungry in the pursuil of it, buying
p all they can, and thus secure themsclves the larger
jrofit on its re-sale to the renovator. As the respect-
able fhoemaker cannot do without his new leather, so
the individua! in question cannot do without his old.

The secrets of this trade are strange. What is not
to be casily or well mended, is cut asunder. The
fole of the old Wellington boot is at once ripped off,
the back and front divided down the seams, and
getting some dozens of these fragments together, the
renovator commences currier ; he wets and washes
the whole bundle, giving each piece a thick coating
of dubbing ; they are then laid by for some days to
moisten and soften ; after which both grain and flesh
tide are doctored up again; finally, each piece is

H
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broke, i. e. rubbed on a board beneath” anotker slip of
board, fastencd by a strap, passing across the back of
the hand, till the leather feels as mellow «nd yielding
as new, though, I must say, it is not quite so good.
With these pieces the vamps are made, fresh vamps for
the quarters of old shoes, or the backs of old Bluchers,
or to join to the vamps of other Wellington boots;
the journeymen, for there are many journeymen at
this sort of work, getting from 18. 6d. to 1s. 10d. the
pair, according to the station of the employer, for
putting in these vamps and the soles to themi which
when done are sold, the shoes at about 3s. 6d., the
Bluchers 4s. 6d., and the half-vamped Wellingtons
at 6. 6d. or 7s. the pair. e

I was once in one of these shops, and, being in-
quisitive, was picased to find that even here fraud was
sought to be prevented, and a reputation obtained.
Examining a number of Blucher shocs ranged along
a shelf, I observed that every pair had a peculia
punch mark on the edges of their laps, or tongues.
On inquiring the cause, I was given to understand
that this was the shopowner's practical system of
check-keeping against the wrong doings of hix journey-
men renovators. * If,” says he, * a customer comes
back with a ripped shoe, I refer to my mark, and there
finding whoxe work it is, I at once send it back to be
re-sewed by the party, which he must do for no-
thing, or otherwise I give him the bag,” the phrase
for a discharge. “ My customers,” he went on tg
say, ¢ cannot afford to be cheated, and being contente
with my own profits, I shall see that they have hemlp
enough.” * Hemp enough !” said he again on rccoi
lection, and laughing, * but in its right place, and no
iu the way of a Jack Ketch.” I could wish the ;);)10:
always had such considerate friends, and hope the
moral of the anecdote may not be lost either on rf!‘o‘;
vators in general, or on any other persons who. having
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the power, may feel inclined, in their several con-
dit.ons of life, to give kemp enough.

This sufficiency of hemp, however, is not much re-
quired in the operations of the next workman,

THE CLOGGER;

to whom, before I conclude these descriptions, I may
just allude, for though the shoe is not a clog, the clog at
all events is a shoe ; the clog being an article with a
wooden sole, and the usual leather upper parts; the
upper-leathers being fastened to the sole of wood in
the same manmer as the leather is secured to the
wood of a pair of bellows. In the northern English
counties there are still workmen of this profession
who travel about from place to place in pursuit of their
calling, or who may, in a few instances, find constant
employnent at some one shop.  They need little of
the tools or the grindery of the shoemaker; one
common awl, to put together the upper-leathers, being
all that is required, with a little coarse flax, a bit of
wax, and the necessary bristles for hairing their closing
threads.  The trade of the clogger has long been on
!hc wane, and, like that of the maker of the wood and
iron-shod women's patten, will no doubt eventually
wholly merge, the one into the entire leather shoe,
and the other into the entire leather goloshe,

IX.—KITS OF THE WORKMEN.

He who desires to be a good workman must always
make it his care to have a good kit. There is no
“Witing true with blunt scissors, nor shooting straight
with a faultily bent bow; how then can the shoemaker
with bad knife, blunt awl, or unevenly cut jigger, or
shoulder, or rand, irons, or any other tool, get
”!rflugh his work with the cleverness and perfection
which, with good knife, good awl, and every thing else
goud, he might accomplish?  That this matter might
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be kept to itself as being most likely to draw the neces.
sary attention to it, has hitherto been my reason for
refraining from saying any thing particular on the syb.
ject; besides, I felt, as I went on describing the dif.
ferent operations of the trade, it would mar the cop.
tinuity of my writing or instructions, by noticing on
all occasions the sort of tool at such and such a time to
be used, with the nature and make of that tool. Nordo
I now intend to be minutely descriptive, but rather tn
catalogue; deriving my notices fromn a personal in-
spection of some of the best sets of Ait of gome of the
best workmen in London, belonging to the three chief
branches ; namely, the boot-closer, the boot-man, and
the wages’ woman's-man; it being needless to say
any thing of the others, the tools of the shoeman, with
the exception of those used by the boot-man for the
rand or french-seat of his heel part, being the same
as those of the boot-man; and as to all the inferior
classes of workmen, these on every occasion just do
with as few as they can help, the knife, the awl, and
hammer, being their great reliance.

THE BOOT-CLOSER'8 KIT

is as follows, with the price of each article in brack-
ets:—Three awls for flat closing, two for lining, two
for stabbing, two for side closing of Wellingtons {the
general price of these awls, thrce a 1d.], two puirs of
seam setters [1s. 6d.], two welt setters [9d.], two
stabbing setters [6d.] top and goloshe setters, two
6d. each], bone setter for welts of inside top closing
4d.], punch [6d.], set of files [2s.], petty-boy or
scam slicking stick [34.], bit of rule [:Qd]’,' marker
E?d.]'], set of prickers, six in number [9s.], compasses
1s.], two knives [3d.], knife rubber [6d.], cutting
board [1s. 6d.], closing blocks, two [1s. 6d. ], setting
board, generally lignum vitee or some other hard w
[3s.), clams [2s. 6d.], stirrup [3d.], groove for tops
H 2
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o]t runner [6d.], rag stones for pointing awls
I!;;.]j,, ;felzerof plugice}s.ton%: for'hairs [ld.], in a:ll
between fifty and sixty different pieces, a}nount.llzllg 1;11
their total shop value to about thirty shillings, t ;)lug.
after the workman has put the major part throx::g, txs
hands. and got them, as the term 1s, propexly l(:u ’
and his awls *pointed,” this value is very much en-
hanced. Besides, almost every wor}(m:_m has a peclt:-
liar method of his own in preparing his kit, and thereby
to him it is of still greater value.

KIT OF THE BOOT-MAN,

,arire hammer [1s. 6d.], smaller or waist hammer
[ II] %wo pairs oil: pincers, large m}d small [3s.], t:ll =
pers [18.], three knives [4d. to 5d, each, ls. gd .
welt fitter [64.], rand fittor [2d. ], two rasps [1s. 3d.],
a dozen files [4s. 6d.]. jiggers, six in number [Qd to
1s. earh, Hs.], shoulder or fore-part irons, from six to
ten {64, to 9d. cach, 6s.], twu or three breakers
1s. 4¢/. ¢ach, 48. ], 0ne rand iron, a tool fu.r setting up the
rand hefore stitching [1s.], three boot irons, tools for
settinz and finishing the rands afler stitching [ 3s. 6d.],
onc rand wheel [ds. 6d.], same for french-seats
[ 7. ]. glazing iron. tool for burnishing the h?(‘l [1s.],
seat-file [6d.], two stamps [1s. 64.], joint-iron and
pea-iter [9d. ), crooked knife, “or knife for taking pegs
out of the inside afler the boot is made 59:1.], prick-
stitch [3d.]. stitch-bone [6d.], rule [3d.], long-stick
[9d.], colt &slz.]. dull knife [2d.), fore-part brush [6d.],
buffing and edge knives. three or four [6d.], knife
sharpening strop [8d.], paste-horn [3d.], bottles for
gums and ink-bottle, three in all [2d. each., 6¢.l.],
compasses [8d.,], sewing awls, three [34.], stitchin
awls, six Eﬁd.}, rand awl [1d.], heel ‘:tw.ls, two [24. ],
pegging, holing, pin-point, and sprigging awls, six
[6d.), joint awl [1d.], tacks for lasting 3d.], stirrup
[6d.], waist-strap [24.], hand-leather [2d.], shop-pan
H 2



——

114 GUIDE TO TRADE,

“or tub for wetting the stuff jn 6d.], last-hook 6d.
apron [;8. 6d.], skiving board [ + |y Tag-stone [BJJ:
parh_"jg-' orn [2d.], channel-cleaner [1d.], and lap.irgy
L In this enumeration there are upwards of a hug.
dred different pieces, costing in their shop value about
£3., a considerable increase over the tools of the
boot-closer, though the kit of the boot-man is much
easier packed and carried than that of the other; the
heavy blocks, and setting board, and long awkward
clams of the boot-closer being too bulky for any sort
of knapsack. Yet there are boot-closers who, by
certain contrivances of hollow blocks and jointed clams,
can make all into a bundle, and are as fit for the road as
the cther. It were better, however, for both parties to
put all into a box, a box too that holds something imore
than the tools—a litt'e decent wearing apparel ; and a
box-lodger, as is well known, always gets hetter
treated in the places of his stopping than the mere
kit-lodger, and the reason js obvious,

KIT OF THE WOMAN’S-MAN.

Three knives [at 4d. or 54 each, 1s. 24.], a crooked
and a bevel knife for seating and dressing wood heels
or cork scats [8d. each, 1g, 4d.], a wrinkied knife
[1s. 6d.], the name coming from the use it is put to
In dispersing and making smooth the wrinkles on the
iuside of pump boots. There are four shoulder-sticks,
which are generally made of cocoa or boxwood, and
may be had for 6d. each [2s.], two pairs of pump-
irons for the same purpose as the shoulder-sticks, but
are used for strong work [84, each, Is. 4d.’J, a chan-
nel-iron [8d.], a seat-file [64.], a long-stick 9d.], two
stamps [1s.], pincers [ 1s. 4. _» 8cissors [18.7, sharpen-
ing strop [84.], rasp 6l ], bottom-file [ 6d. ], files for
cutting the kit [2s.7], six instep-leathers, Icathers used
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by the English workman to lift the instep ol{ tth_e
omen’s shoe, the French workman using what is
“(]11[23 the bloék-last, the same as the man’s boot or
c;:oc is made off [9d. each, 4s. 6d.], two or three
F buffing knives [3d.], paring-horn [2d.],
rerapers or bufling knives > barng. B2
fitting board [44.], a dozen awls in haft [1s.] g
these there are many other picces of kit now mgf
into disuse in consequence of the work going out o
fashien, such, for instance, as the long-recked ﬁmmli'-
hammer, once necessary to the cramping 1n the sole
at the heel of the high-heeled woman’'s shoe, the pur-
pose of which is scarcely known to the majority of the
present race of workmen. by

This kit of the woman's-man, it will be seen, con-
tains in all about fifty different articles, and,xs not
80 expensive as the boot-closer’s or boot-man 5, :-md
much more portable than either. A lnt., Lhowever,
as before eaid, has in each case a far higher value
than its cost value; and there is nothing looks so
promising in a beginner as to sce him attentive to
it; fresh cutting it whenever necessary, and never,
as some do, relying upon the Kindness or purchased
assistance of a shopmate to do for him what he ought
to by to do for himsclf. Above all things, the
young shocmaker should be assiduous here, as almost
every workman bas his own peculinr way of work-
ing, which renders it nearly impossible for another
to make any tool exactly to suit a ditferent hand.
One individual may have been accustomed by the
master he learned “under to hold his Jigger, shoul-
der-stick, or iron, close to him ; another, on t!'ne con-
trary, may have been accustomed to hold it from
him ; how then can a third indi\'xdual', who can only
¢t a tool in his own way, in a medium as it were
between these two extremes, be expected to satisfy
both?  Yet such things have I often known, the in-
@pable parties not considering the difference and the
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difficulty. Besides, he who can cut his own kit need
be but seldom really idle, as he may generally find
something to do on his own seat, which, when done
and he is at work, will be found very serviceable and
satisfactory.

According to the account of a late travellor—
Elliot, in his work, on the Three Great Empires
—it is no unusual thing to see in the cemeteries
of the East the hammer or last, or some other
implement of his trade, figured out on the stone
which marks the grave of a shoemaker. A custom
as interesting as it may be useful ; any such trade
memorial to one who made his occupation, however
huinble, the pride of his life, being just as worthy an
cmblem of the defunct as the wreath that adorns the
tomb of, perhaps, the once merciless conqueror.

X. A FEW PARTING WORDS TO THE
JOURNEYMAN,

I have now gone through one portion of my fask
to nearly a finish, and must, therefore, in cenclusion,
beg of the young shoemaker who has accompanicd me
so far, to hear a few words more.

Let him, in the first place, bring himself, above all
things, to respect that which, as a trade or calling. is
to be the chief, perhaps the only, means of his sup-
port. If he is to be a shoemalker, let him be one in
reality ; neither ashamed of the name, ner careless of
its value, His trade, at all events, is what emphati-
cally may be called a sure trade ; and no matfer how
“ black his thumb,” he will always find the good
scnse of the old proverb on his side, and find that no
one of worth will despise him for its necessary black-
ness. Think of our late venerated Hoby, himself at
one time very poor, and no great workman on the
scat either ; think of his creeping on from a mere
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dlar at the trade, to the time whex: he entered l.uu
large shop at the corner of St. James s—str'eet and Pic-
cadilly ; and then how he succeeded there ! em!)lazqn-
ing the panels of his doors, and the tops o.f his wm(i
dows, with the names of dukes, and princes, an
kings ; how, in short, he commanded so much. busi-
nees, that it occupied four clerks, from mormngnltio
night, to keep his daily accounts; and, better t.han .
how he still paid the very highest wages to .lus men ;
while, at his death, though he left behind him wealth
for a shoemaker scarcely credible, yet none of those
journeymen begrudged the reward of his exertions,
but, content in their own sphere, were proud of the
honour such success had reflected upon themselves.

Our trade is nothing but a scries of gradations, and
wherefore should any one be afraid of not reaching the
hizhest point.  The apprentice, from first learning to
make his threads, next gets to sewing ; then to make
the child’s shoe, then the woman's, or man's, then the
boot 5 it is, altogether, a sort of clitbing ladder, and
if the proper care be taken, and in the proper time,
the uppermost step may be attained at last. A busi-
ness, wore or less, may be won of your own, an.d,
though you will still have to work, the labour ‘V.l“
be soitened by feclings of independence and sclf-satis-
faction, the best of all rewards. This is the vista!
this ie what is to be looked to—though even as a
lourneyman much happiness is still within your reach.

Do you love change? Are you desirous, as the
taying is, of seeing the world ? = Then, as a journey-
man ehoemaker, no artisan can do so better. Reared
in the country, you make your way up to London ; or,
It up in London till your apprenticeship expires,
You ean put a kit on your back, and, for the first time
i your life, get out into the high roads and open
ficlds, and, like all uneducated children of the city,
discover what a large place is the country, and how
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beaatiful and exhilarating it is,and how nove} ! How
different the lark looks, freely ascending up to th
Leavens, to hanging out of a murky garret m'ndo“-e
in its dark and wire-barred confinement! In short,
you will then first understand the majesty of eky and
earth, and of the world; and, perhaps, something of
the majesty of your own nature, the most wonderful
of all. 'When you tramp, let these always be your
aspirations—cultivate them earnestly and studiously,
and getting work “ in some fine town or city,” as the
old song of your trade says, the labour will go on the
pleasanter in reflecting on the new and bright things
of your acquaintance. Or, making to the suu-sidi,
how imposing will seem that scenc ! the gentle curl-
mg of the waves, or the high dashing of the billows;
the far horizon in the distance, and the lonely ship
coursing along ; yvou will feel it pleasant for a shoc-
maker to be able to go about thus, and if vou lave
!)een a chance reader of the Poets, and the other
imaginative writers, you will discover how far they
fall short of the reality, and how indescribable is all!
Still you will call to mind something that has pleased
you, something that will raise an enthusiasm, ¢leansing
the mind from the rubbish of the narrowly sclfish, aud
Jifting it to a loving of the whole, yourself and every
thing and every body ! Learn, and reud, and sco—
learn as you best can your business; read at your
leisure, or occasionally you may make it your leisure
toread; and see what yon please.  All this, however,
is not to be done at once —hut as time goes on; nor is
it to be accomplished without sacrifices, such sacri-
fices as the drunkard cannot make, nor the idle, nor
the vicious ; nor such sacrifices as cither of these il
make, but which you, living for other ends, sl
make—the sacrifice of the company of each and
cvery one whose habits are heedless without ad-
vantage, or wasteful without satisfaction, What &
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melancholy loss of opportunity it is, for a workman
to be continually moving about from place.t? pl:_:ce—
through the most lovely scenery, the most spirit-stirring
Jocalities—and have no other perception and sense of
his situntion and duties, than the mere condition of
the road he is travelling over, the reputed character
of the trade rendezvous he is making towards, or the
sort of companions to whom he shall be there intro-
duced. Eager he pushes on, heeding neither the
novelty that surrounds himn, the information he may
gather, nor yet the after satisfaction he is neglecting

“ta lay in store for himself, his mind alone active to

reach his immediate destination, and when there to
.eck employment, confine himself to his workshop,
and getting a few shillings in his pocket, know no
sther use¢ to put them to, than to booze and racket
“way the leisure of his days or evenings, in the coarse
.r petty pastimes of his like motiveless fellow-work-
men—pastimes leaving no real satisfaction behind,
tut which xoon lapse into a sort of dull regret or morti-
feation—so dull that the victim cannot even see the
cause, and consequently is still beyond the chance of
vucadation.  Opportunities of this sorct, and so neg-
izcted, are indeed a most grievous loss. It is not
-reing the world this, nor acting rationally, but rolely
1waste of time, and a contracting of habits without
purpese, and, I might say, without even present enjoy-
aent. Life to be used worthily is not to be thus squan-
dered, but to be made the most of—doubled as it
were, joining the animal with the mental existence,
the necessity to live with the desire to think, and en-
deavouring to harmonize these together as well as we
fan. o as to command the most of what is best, as far
as In our different situations may be attainable. I
could wish you then to be aware of and to reflect on
this. Willing as I am that you should understand
the benefits of change, I would have you, at the same
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time, to guard against the motiveless folly I have just
been describing. Much you may accomplish, both t,
the strengthening of your own esteem and your after
happiness, if you take the proper method and precau.
tion—having in every thing you do really defined
object, or even when you are acted upon by a com.
pulsion beyond your powers,. seeking to discover ag
advantage under the sternest circumstances of that
compulsion.,

In virtue's name, let these be your aims; and, in the
mean time, till we meet again, take this along with
you as an assurance of what you may do for yourselves
~—that he who has written thus of the occupations of
the Journeyman shoemaker, and who next proposcs to
write of those of the Master—of measuring, cutting
out, fitting-up of lasts, blocking ; in short, of every
thing connected with the duties of the shop—lias had
difficulties to overcome of habit, of persenal suffer-
ing, and a want of all the guidiug helps of education,
which at one time might have scemed insurmount.
able, but which after all he has sufficiently conquered
to be able to put together this little book. At the
same time let me also add, that he is not in the trade
¥hat is ignominiously called a dofc, but as a work-
kan has made himself proficient. This was his first
object, as I hope it will be yours; for, secure in
this, the other pursuits or enjoyments of existeiice may
then follow, when, as the author of Rassclas says,
though in illustration of a different matter, * the mind
will easily straggle from the fingers,” yet without
detriment to the work you may be engaged upoa.

THE END.
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NOTICE BY THE AUTHOR.

A Prospectus of the work alluded to in the
Preface to the First Part of ¢ The Shoemaker,” and
lo be called * Tiue Crispix CrarT,” being a general
History of the Trade, will be appended to another
little yolume, preparing for the Press: the time and
place of publication to be stated by Advertisement.
In this Prospectus, the general bearing of the pro-
josed Work and intentious of the writer will be fully
explained. It is to be published by Subscription,
the peculiar class it is intended more especially to
interest, and the heavy expenses of the undertaking
(it being one of considerable maguitude), compelling
w this mode of proceeding.
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x" The First part of ** THE SHOEMARER " con

tains the following errata:—At page 21, in the
:zccount of the stabbing of the counter oi: a boot
ms.tead.nf reading * the entire work averaging abou;
!/.urly inches,” it should be fiftcen ; the error ori

ginated from the computation having been ori*r'um{l-
madc of the £7¢0 counters, when, in altering the p:«awey
the ** thirty"’ was overlooked, and allowcdoto rem:;i'n ,;n,
The other, page 89, line 8, states, that the boot bei,r:f;
sewed, ‘it takes the shank-piece ;”” and again linz
21, that after this ‘“ the rand is now to be bra::ed."
1t should be the contrary: the rand is braced firsf

and then the shank-picce put in and fitted up. ,
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THE SHOEMAKER.

PART THE SECOND

I —PURPOSE OF THE PRESENT PART
EXPLAINED.

It isa general remark among shoemnkers, that a
vrson may be a very good seatsman. though knowing
very little of the duties of the shop; the converse, how-
ev r, is scarcely as much as this, it being still more
ditlicult to become the Master without some knowledge
of the operations of the Journcyman. The remark,
notwithstanding, is more often applied in the first in-
g'ance than in the other; it appearing to some minds
very strange, that the apparently real maker of the
&l or boot—he that does every thing to it, except,
as it seems, the mere cutting out—should find the
least deficiency in himself in any one particular.
But the truth is, that the journeymian has neither
the proper practice, nor scarcely has ever even sought
to inform his mind by observation, of the particular
ekill necessary to qualify for the employer : as he gets
th: work prepared for him from the shop, he does
it. and troubles himself no more about the mat'ter; all
his knowledge of the dutics of the master being that
comprised in his own manner of fitting his own f?ot
with an occasional pair of shoes or boots, and which
not seldom are very far from what they ought to be. The

)
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duties of the shop are, besides, of greater amount
than scme may conceive—the back of the cuttine.
board being quite another place to the snuggery of the
seat—more in the eye of the world, requiring a better
address, a closer insight into the diversities of the
human character, a well-considered acquaintance with
the nature of outlay and profit, and many other mat-
ters important to know.

In the various details or separate occupations of the
trade, there is often indeed found enough for the in-
di_vidual workman to do to acquaint himself thoroughly
with some one of them to secure his employment
among the active competition into which he is thrown;
and hence his application and his care being directed
in this particular way, he has neither time nor liced
to adventure further. As he is placed, he secs he
must keep his place, for where there is no leisure to
experiment, the invitation is not to be indulged. From
this, then, comes that want of general information to
which allusion has been made, the trade in its entire-
ness being so seldom mastered, the opportunities being
so few, and the observances demanded so manilold.
Nor, even independent of these considerations, cun
the trade be called an easy one. I have heard sonie-
where of a German Prince, who being so frightened at
t}_w revolutionary mania which, about half a centuryazo,
discovered itself in France, and thence struck terror
through all Europe, that he felt there was no_eafety
for himself but in acquiring the practice of some
manual art, whereby he might be enabled to support
existence when the worst would come ; but at the sawe
time fearing that one trade might not prove sufficient,
he learned severally that of the tailor, the cabinet-
maker, and some others, among which he attempted
the shoemaker—though doubtlessly they were all no
more than attempts. In shoemaking, hcwever, he
less satisfied himself than in any other—he was con-
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tinually meeting with some mishap—his wax would
not work—his hairs came off—his awls broke —his
sewing had neither smoothness nor regularity—and
as to fitting, though he had his own foot before
him every moment of the day, he never could pro-
duce a shoe (and he tried several pair) that was any
thing like a fit for himsclf—nor can we suppose that
in this particular he was as nice as he might have been
had the shoemaker been any other person. Peter the
Great of Russia, we are told, learned ship-building,
2 noble art certainly, and being pursued with a true
nobility of ambition he succecded, for by his skill he
not only had in view to Fuild a ship, but also to build
up a nation—and he did both; while what he did, in
nation-building at least, looks well to exist yet for ages
—le laid his foundation so broad and secure. Still
the German Prince was worsted at the shoe, and this
although he had our own Crispin (likewise *a Prince
born”) to give him hope and confidence. But, seri-
ously, the art of the shoemaker is really a difficult art
—intrinsically difficult, diflicult in itself, for although
neither requiring what we comunonly call education,
nor any other preparatory helps, still is it not to be
attained easily, but only in the majority of cascs after
a scrvice of a sccond apprenticeship—a seven years'
probation as a journeyman, in addition to the first se-
ven years of the youth, and few then are wholly pro-
ficient, and probably in no more than in some one of
the branches. Formerly, indeed, there might have
been those who, to use the trade phrase, could “box
the craft round,” though at present or of late years
I ncither know nor have ever known one, such a high
excellence is required, and, besides, so hard it is to
command the leisure, or even to get the necessary sort
of work to learn upon. Let my reader, in proof, just
reflect upon the various procedures described in the
antecedent portion of this little manual, many of them,
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from their very fulness and minutize it w
glanced at ; let him do this, ard he ,\\(')illll]);i:x :;tt K
Ehc truth of what I have been remarking : yet w'?]r)lc]e
is he not to sct down this kind of writing' 38 x;ee(;l : ’
for truly it is the total want of some such cxlz;:i
view or understanding of our trade, as it may ge witl
many others, that so many among the body are s;
really incapable as they are—only knowing somethin
of one thing, though to know something of all coulﬁ
be no harm, and might, on occasion, prove highly va-
luable. 'The journeyman, as I have said before, has
2 right to look to be a master, and the master, in l;is
turn, should never he wholly ignorant of the pr,occ«cs
of the journeyman, though he often is, as the joun';i-y-
:1})::)1[1) 'IS unacquainted with almost every duty of the
In the preface to the former part I have already al-
luded to this very necessary knowledge, und now in-
tend to draw attention to it a little further, fecling as
I do its importance, and conscious as I diih of our ge-
neral heedlessness to any such extended conceptiunbof
the useful and the proper. And, moreover, where
could I offer any remarks on this head so ﬁlt’innl\'.ﬂ‘i
at present, when, as it were, my reader is at the ;'(-r_w','
threshold of advancement, and thence requiring as he
docs all the nids he can get towards hisultimate success
The . Athenaum (No. 590), in reviewing the Prin-
ter’—the first published little guide book of this se-
ries—speaks of the positive benefit to be derived from
such a class of works in their absolute value to the
young beginner, adding that their * morality is so
strictly utilitarian, so immediately bound up with sclf-
interest, that the mere enlightenment of the intellect
goes far towards obliging the will.” And in an earlier
paper (570), in the notice of a volume, the fruit of
the French school of Arts and Manufactures, it is
stated, that though * nothing can be done without
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ractice, still no man pursues his trade or art suce
cessfully or well, who does not, besides the practice,
possess the science of it; and the great distinction
Detween artificers, for the most part practically equal,
is this, that some have and some have not the know-
ledge or science of their art.” Now, although the appli-
cation of this extract is excellent, still for the present
case the term science is not the proper one, but rather
the word knomledge—knowledge of a eeries of ope-
[ations essential even to an approach towards perfec-
tion, knowledge being taken to direct, and the practice
i follow. The knowledge of shoemaking as a whole
is not, then, to be got by the greatest proficiency in
any one attaimnent, nor, in the circumstances of the
workman, is a general hnowledge scarcely ever attain-
able, and therefore the evident utility of attempting
something as a means of assisting to this information,
co that at Jeast the mind may derive an outline of that
which the fingers may be called upon to perform, or
the operator might wish to perform,

Mr Rees, the master boot-maker of Bristol, already
wentioned in the former part, speaking of cutting out
bo:+<, observes, he had not been so particular “were it
uot hidden in such obscurity that nine-tenths of the
trade are at an entire loss how to proceed ; and the
major part of those who have any knowledge of it,
find a great many difficulties for want of general rules.”
(Preface, p. viii.) And, again, p.102, is this passage,
a reiteration of the same opinion: * It is rather singular
that the generality of cutlers are in the constant habit
ol cutting boots at random, that is, without a regular
and certain rule; though without some rules they
scldom attempt to cut shoes; but as boots are of more
consequence in the trade than shoes, they ought to have
certain and fixed laws. In the course of my practice
I have seen boots from a great many parts of these
kingdoms, and from many parts of the continent of

B2
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Europe ; but no two pair of them alike. The leading
ehops in the metropolis are 1ot regular in their mode
of cutting boots; for from one and the same shop you
will see various modes of cutting ; which is a convine.
ing proof that there is no regular system or order.”
What he means by rules for shoe cutting, though
there are none for boots, I do not know ; I have never
scen the perfection either in the one instance or the
other ; nor do I believe in the value of any set system
of rules whatever ; at the same time I should condemn
the opposite indiscretion—that of those mere chance
methods, methods picked up from some casual con-
nexion, or by the imitation of some particular set of
paper patterns, which probably had originally been
obtained from some reputed shop in London, or Lon-
don clicker (such things have Leen even hawked about
the couutry as the means of a livelihood), and afterward
so nibbled at ard altered to please the eye, or from
sheer ignorance, that it often becomes a very danger-
ous thing indeed to follow them. Not very long «zo
I was shown a set of these patterns—the price being
about half a guinea the sel—almost every pattern,
and the ladies’ ones especially, being cut out of a dif-
ferent coloured paper, glazed black, blue, red, &c.,
and in some cases beautified at the binding parts by
an imifation of gold and silver fringe, so intent was
the salesman to catch the eye of a purchaser. Itis
much better, however, to teach and satisfy the mind,
than merely to attract the eyc—to call in the aid of
the reason as the best assistant to the taste, and by
which the band will derive a safer guidance than in
any other way. Patterns are things without change,
and therefore, in a business liable to every variety, are
not to be had recourse to on all occasions—modifica-
tions of them will be required, and without the opera-
tor is cautioned in the manner of these modifications
—so that the principle or fitness be not destroyed

THE SIHOEMAKER, 11

{brough the diversity—it might be better he was left
without any authority whatever, and had no other
reliance than the exercise of h.ls own c01.1ceptxon of
the right. How useless, then, is this servile pattern-
following system ? just as if any one mode could be
found to suit all wants—one undeviating echeme of
cutting made universal, or one i:onu of last to fit every
foot. 'The supposition is folly itself, and the belief in
such a supposition a still more lamen-table folly. It
ghiall be my endcavour, therefore, while I aim at my
instructions having something of the character of
general principles, to guard or caution against an un-
bending stiffness of these principles. As with the lea-
ther the shoemaker is still bandling, there s a mway
with it, so with all applications of our trade—the
rirht will always be in the nceded, and as varicties
will be demanded, these varicties will then be the
needed.  The journeyman, to be the efficient journey-
man, must himself attend to this view of his calling;
and so must the clicker, or master ;:—the master

" requires the assistance of his workmun, and the cus-

tomer the joint aid of both, but as the. customer has
only to depend on the one, the master 1s 1n a twofold
predicament—he wust suit his customer, an‘d., before-
Liand, fir.d the suitable man to assist him to this result,

The obligation of tlic journeyman—the one man
employed from week to week in the one unvarying
process—is single, but the duties of the employer in
every way diverse; and particularly of that employer
(as often is the case) who carries on a general business
—a shoe and boot-maker for both the man and the
woman ; he will bz called on to judgeof the va--
rious descriptions of leather, skin, or hide—of
the qualities of the stuffx, silks, or satins, used for
the females’ wear, and of the proper maunner to proc?ed
with and way to make the most of each—of measuring
—of all the varietics of cutting out—of preparing
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the lasts—of knowing the perfection or imperfection
of the work of the journeyman, when it has been re-
turned to him—of getting the goods home when
finished :—divers indced are the matters requiring
both his sagacity and care.

The position of the master shoemaker is in no way
an idle one; nor yet is it without its gratification ; the
very variety of its demands has its advantages ; it may,
indeed, as I have heard some complain, be the one
thing over and over again, but then these repetitions
are at intcrvals—the man who this week is purchas-
ing one description of leather, another weck is pur-
chasing another; to-day he is cutting out, this Lour
the shoe, the next the boot, to-morrow he fits up his
lasts, now to one sort of foot, and again to a different ;
at one time his judgment is in exercise to find the
deficiencics of some particular picce of work that does
not appear exactly as it ought, and at another time Le
is delighted with the perfection of a better picce; a
good fit pleases him, and a bad one instructs ;—the
employment that yields this variety, and at the same
time has its chief holding upon the necessities of life,
being neither greatly dependent on the caprices of fa-
shion, nor on the mere fluctuations of capital, has much
undoubtedly about it not to be heedlessly disparaged or
neglected, It may, too, with all this, be the one
changeless conditiou—tLe only one to which the indi-
vidual can turn his individual acquirements, and hence,
in the most imperative scnse, it is not to be causeles:ly
neglected. Every addition of skill will bring an ad-
dition of security ; whereas, on the contrary, every
sloth of nerve or unwillingness of endeavour will be
as sure to terminate in both loss and regret. To do
well, as will be found, there is much to do—much to
learn, and demand attention.

Samina
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II.—THE PURCHASE OF LEATHER—
TRENCHING—CUTTING UP HIDES.

The commencing business for one’s self, though in
certain cases the feelings be sanguine and cheerful,
has in general something about it of the foreboding;
almost before we venture we waut to be assured, and
the more especially this is the case where our capital
is but small—its very smallness speaking of the diffi-
culty with which it was gathered, and therefore the
greuter fear of the risk we are embarking in. And
then, when we do actually commence, how rapid is its
departure! truly, to use a common though most sig-
niticant term, it scems to ‘ melt”’—the feel of it goes
insensibly from us—from a substance it has become a
fixless fluid, and we dread shipwreck in the way it
may entoil us. Some of it has gonc one way, sume
another, some we can scarcely tell how—it is still
going: nor can we now stay its progress, but must
on with it to success or failure. In the first place,
sunairy shelving and other matters must be put in the
s and then the shoemaker must get his lasts and
Lis boot-trees. and, Leavier than all to the purse, have
to purchase lis stock of leathers.  And here, where is
he to go? or how to judge? If the resident of a
large town, he has heard of a hundred houses where
lcather is to be had ; if of a small town, he can turn
to only onc; he has known ill of the one, and of the
hundred he knows nothing—the tales he has been
lold are so suspiciously contradictory. Besides, he
has had no practice, and thus in another way is with-
out confidence. If hitherto he has been but a journey-
man, his only acquaintance with the materials he
sceks is in some recollections of shoe vamps, boot-
legs, or mere pateh-like portions of prunella,—he may
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not even in the latter instance know the form of a
web-piece, and as to a skin, perhaps he never bought
one in his life—a hide he certainly has not. This is
putting the case closely, though, I am sure, neces-
sarily. But few commence shoemaking with large
capitals ; and fewer still are thoroughly qualified to
commence at all: it is rather a position to which men
are driven, than one taken up from choice; yet, such
as it is, it has conduced to many a modestly comfort-
able home, and he who would obtuin this, is not,
when ruch position is obtained, without cause of be-
ing thankful. Let me, then, try to assist.

The present head, a consideration of the proper
qualities of leather, so as to furnish the best means of
judging at the time of purchase, involves considerable
dificulty. Of the particular sorts of leather, called the
dressed or curried, it is hard in any way to happen on
that which will satisfy ;—it is rarely in the market,
and in consequence rarely purchaseable. The con-
sumer demands what the shoemaker would willingly
obtain for him ; and if with his best knowledge he
cannot get what he sceks, where is the remedy ?

A statement, as curious as remarkable, transcril.ed
from a document of much character, and conncrted
with the present matter, may be noticed here as re-
quiring fome comment. In the evidence on the
leather trade, taken before a committee of the House
of Commons in the year 1816, a Mr. Hasscl, an cx-
tensive leather manufacturer at Bristol, on being
asked about the shoemaker’s knowledge of leather,
gave it as his opinion, that * shoemakers are not
always the best judges of leather,” though, he said,
“the public might find it out in the wear,” (P.42.)
The difficulty, however, as already has been observed,
has a still more hopeless feature, for where there Is
very little good leather to be purchased, it must ne-
cessarily be very hard to find the good. Mr. Rees,

THE SHOEMAKER. 15

in Lis book published two yecars before the evfence r::
Mr. Hassel was given, and wnting from_the s:as
town where Mr. Hassel carl_-led on h:l;i.bt(;smsss, b
it scems, by his own confession, only “ju Ei:zadepo Eis
to choose the better of the bad—all he 5 lmther
power to do. If Mr. Hassel, or any ot Er ea iex
factor, could help over this dlﬂiculty, e l“:s b
do much, as well to the benefit of a very ex t?l'c o
working interest, as to the scrvice of tbfa pu lt »
encral.  As it is, however, the shoetnake}' mu:‘s_ e
present do the best he can to the s:\tlsfactllot:]: e
own mind; and as a means 1o this, I-shal ed o
liverty to notice a few additional partlcu.lars, anl A
make some corresponding rcm..'\rks, knowing, asd ‘ {),
how vital the subject is to his interest, :_md how d(,eply
alirady he has suffered, and may yet still more deeply
er. .
EUf{n the evidence alluded to, Mr. William Adaﬁlts(i
coach-currier, of Dean-strecet, S.oho,. being as te
¢y hether leather was as well curried in this coun ry
as abrond ? answered, that he thought it was better.d
Mr. Stafford Price, currier, St. Martin s-}ane, state
it at this time the tanning of leather in Frt'mc? is
very respectable, but the currying of leather is \n elry
iagerfect, although they liave come to th_xys C{o’u”ry)'
as fur as they could for Lnglish wqumen. . (P. )
And Mr. Edward Lawson, of Spitalfields, lgem;f; aske
a stmilar question, * understood that in ; rance,
throuwh the introduction of Dritish curriers, there a:?
gonds manufactured equal, and be heard Sl;E)Pcnﬁs ;
but it is through the introduction of the n% N
mode,” (P.20.) And again, on being queshox;;: i
to the number of English curriers who go & roh,
be said he had conversed with many young meri av tg
had Lcen there, * believing them to,have b;z‘en ?(,hal
the change by their ¢ vagrant ideas,’ thougkx; Wll 5 "
so careful were they of conununicating a Knowiedg
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of their business to the French, that they wrought in
separate shops.” Mr. Hassel also believed “ no leather
was better than the British; it was cheaper, but not
so good.” (P. 40.) Mr. Danicl Freeman, leather
factor, Leadenhall Market, on being questioned as to
his knowledge of French leather, said that Le lad
“scen call skins from France quite equal to any
that was ever tanned in this country; but he never
saw any sole leather so good.” (P.65.) Mr. Walter,
leather dealer and manufacturer of shces at Nor-
thampton, was likewise of opinion, that “the French
lately had paid much attention to the improvement in
leather.” {P.65.) While a Mr. Burlington, a glove
manufacturer of Worcester, *“ thought that the French
got up their leather better than the English, having a
peculiar mode of dressing.” (P. 102.) Mr. Hepburn,
also, tauner of Long Lane, Southwark, * Lad scen as
good skin lcather which came from Holland, as any
he had cver seen in this country.”

From all this, then, it appears, that curriers and
tanners themselves have scarcely any safer knowledge
of what constitutes good leathcr; than even the igno-
rant shoemaker., The first, a coach currier, thivhs
our leather the best in the world; the sceond, a shoc-
maker's currier, has & very favourable opinion of
foreign tanning, though all foreign currying is very
imperfect.  Dritish curriers, says the fhard, e of
much esteem abroad, through whose means French
leather was made superior to the English; and yct,
as he afterwards tells us, these British workmen
communicated nothing, but were “ so carcful, that
they wrought in separate shops;” the fourth belicves
no leather is better than the British: the fifth, a
leather factor, thinks well of the French calf shins,
but not so well of the foreign sole leather; the sixth,
from a praiseworthy desire to be impartial, has a surt
of medium opinion; the sezenth, a glover, belicves
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we are inferior; and the eighth has seen good skin
leather from Holland, agreeing with the fifth, and as
it were contradicting the second, who, a currier, sees
nothing but imperfection in the skin leather of our
neizhbours ! Where then is the right between this
clash of opinions? Individuals in different interests
giving different statements; or is the public alone, as
Mr. Hassel says, to find the truth out ““in the wear?”
N. master shoemaker, carrying on a respectable be-
spoke business, the best of all authorities, was called
upon in this instance; and ouly one, partly a sale shoe-
niker and partly a leather dealer, and who, as he pro-
bably never saw for the second time a shoe or boot
of his own manufacture, could know nothing of the
condition of the leather after trial, the best of all
proofs, and which the bespoke master is every day
in the habit of secing thrust upon him; the public, as
Mr. Rees very justly states, ‘“ charging these defects
to the trade, though no way concerned in them.”

On this subject I have already said something in a
pawphlet on the ¢ Boot and Sho» Trade of France,
as it affects the Interest of the DBritish Manu-
Jucturer, and from which, as its circulation has been
confined to a portion of the London trade, I shall
now take the liberty of extracting the following
I)(l.\\'ﬂ'n'(‘.\' —

“If we look (it is there said) to the nature of our
leather, to almost every deseription of our leather,
excepting that used for the soles, we shall find the
article not so good—so intrinsically good—as that
which the Frencli boot and shoemaker can purchase ;
and what is etill more pertinent to the matter is, that
formierly it was not so; when a greater time, and a
mcre honest consideration, were paid by both tanner
and currier, to the production of the highest degree of
wholesomeness, superadding beauty of grain, a perfect
blackness and polish, as merely graces, rather than
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Ueing the only necessary perfections. But what cares
the manufacturer? he gets his work done rapidl
and, in consequence, cheaply ; and being, as he i{’
protected from the full effects of F rench and other
competition, by the 30 per cent. importation duty, and
likewise, through this circumstance, feeling himsclf
secure of the commands of the home boot and shue-
maker, he goes on in his cupidity, hurrying and
driving through as much business as he can—safe in
his own interests, and never pestered, hurt, and in-
gsulted, by those complaints which the less Tortunate
and apparently more responsible shoemaker is every
day or hour under the compulsion of submitting to
from the consumer, about the leather breaking tear-
ing, or cracking, or of its pressing on the foot with
ﬁle severe hardness of an uncomplying piece of wrouuht

on. -

¢ Still good leather, though very high priced, is to
be had occasionally in England, and is sought for and
used by certain master boot-makers, such a: Mr. Hohy
and others ; I have said occasionally, Lecause, strictly
speaking, it is no more than occasionally. A Mr.
Rees, a master boot and shoemaker of Dristol, and
who published a work on the trade in the ycar 1813
in advising the procuring of the best tanned and
curried leather, ¢laments that both are very defective
at these times—and by the public these defects are
charged to the trade, though no way concerned in
them. Nor can it now be averred in 1838, that
there has been any change for the better; though
confident I am, that such a change might be, as well
from the character of our raw hides and skins them-
selves, as from the undoubted ability of the working
currier; and in proof of this, let me instance the
superior quality of our own jockey or top-boot legs,
so clear, so soft and workable, so handsomely grainad.
and so exquisitely drafited. No country can equal
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ibe British currier in this particular, nor in the white
Jeather for the tops of these boots; and why his in-
ferjority in other articles? The reason in both ways
is ob\'ious.——England, if not now, was at least some
years ago, the only jockey-boot nation par excellence,
and Lence so far our superiority ; the competition
among us being so extensive, as to urge to the high-
est prugressi\'e perfection; and that perfecticn always
mecting its proper reward in the greater commands
for orders. In the other description of our leather,
Lowever, another sort of competition has been entered
upon and fostered—the competition of gain and fa-
cility, two very valuable considerations doubtless,
though in the results the evil has become too para-
monut, and particularly so in the upper leather of our
boots and shoes, where the material commonly is put
to the severest test, and where at the same time both
ease and Leauty are demanded. Were the same sub-
ctance of leather to be wrought geucrally into boots
and ghoes by the British manufacturer, as is wrought
ito boots and shoes by the French manufacturer,
the imperfection would be still more glaring; and
hence we are often compelled into clumsiness, to
male the coarse and unsightly, that we may produce
the serviceable, and so save the pocket at the expense
of the taste and the wish for the more pliant and
pleasurable wear.

« Qur roans oo, with which we line our boots and
ehoes, can bear no comparison with the roans of our
neighbours ; they are in many cases S0 hard and stiff,
with the remains of the unextracted gelatine matter
of the skin, and are so scoured on the grain, with
various chalks and pigments to produce the requisite
surface, that the awl or necdle in working is continu-
ally being thrust into mauy loose fibres, thus render-
ing the work not any thing like so agrecable or g0

- perfect as it ought to be. Add to which, the quick
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manner in which such lining dirties and roughens in
the keeping of the shop, and in the use of the customer,
*“The leather manufacturer, however, conceives him.
gelf wholly secure; the 30 per cent. protection dut
sets him, he thinks, beyond the fear of rivalry. The
home shoemaker must still be his customer—he hag
no other option; the foreign leather, with its heavy
charges for carringe, and its customs’ dues, super-
added to its own sale price, becomes too dear a ma.
terial to extract the nccessary profits from; therefore
there is no choice; and as our leather-seller knows
this, why should he care about others #—a care which
is not at all usual in the world. True, there is some
of the leather in question imported here at times, aud
sold; but this generally is of the cheapest, and con-
requently most inferior kind, none other producing
profits enough to give any adequate enconragement to
the venture. DBut it comes, notwithstanding, made up
in boots and shoes; and here, indeed, our leather
manufacturer, in spite of the apparent safety of his
position, is compelled somewhat to suffer; and le
deserves it, as well for his own culpable greediness,
as for his wilful blindness. Yet, how does he suffer?
Not at all on a par with, or to the extent of, the boot and
shoemaker. A pair of boots, which, on the averaze,
will take in the manufacture three days—in trench-
ing out, in blocking, in cutting for the closer, in
closing, in fitting up lasts and stuff for the maker. in
making, ia cleaning up, and lastly in sending lome
—has only for all this labour 2. 3d. protection duty
on its value, the cother 2s. 3d. protection duty being
on the leather of these boots, the workmanship and
leather being valued together at 20s., each sharing
half—the three days’ work at the boots, and the pair
of boot-legs and other materials, which, probably,
usurped in all no more than the same number of
Lours in labour.
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« But how, it may be asked, can this leathgr have
attained such an apparently undue value as ls_her:
cet forth?  Why, in this way.:t-t:;::rep ::;‘:t zlfx t}(:e

. ¢ tha

.ven, if mot more, profits on 1t;

SLwun,d landlord, of the grazier, the cattle-dealer, tt.ll:e
garmce-butcher, the hide and sk;ln ?aligmarslénere

i 1 tly, the leather- s
auner, the currier, and, lastly, t !
::ll:ille the boot-maker, putting, as it were, tl;:a %ntu(':e
woik through his own hands, is denied all t 2 end-
fiis arising from these various transferrtl‘ng.stil and,

: i ke interest with him,
thercfore, having no one to maie :
1o one does so, and thus he is left to lnmse}f. "

“The injustice comes direct on .ourselves(,i ox:., ase !
is felt, solely ; we having, as has just been‘ 'u':\inbo m,-
to eive the immediate worth of full three d.l)sﬁ a
for the purchase of the same amount of pr}(]) Qt.-aug-
mented materials, though notwnhsum.dmglt cet lx)n -
terials are not near such as we coulltzl mf}), yet is there

elect ill w rchase.
no ¢lection, for still we must purc )
wl":rum all this, then, it will be scen, that th(:1 S}'mﬁt
maker's knowledge of leather, at first or secl(_m ;l%he
as it may be, or the expericnce ofI the pl:b (:: ::ot 8
. i ifli noran
ga:e, is no very trifling matter. AgROTAR" .
L m’ay be, he finds the evil, and still fears to find it

i he is with the nature of
avment. Unacquamted as ke ey

/ i f Bermor

sumach, which as a tanner ol ey o
L{.:;‘ w2 the Parliamentary Comnmittee alread; P-Otslcfl?é
“.perates much quicker than the bark, give

i : carance
lewther a greater weight, and a favourable app: »

fixine its colour materially” .(p. 85); or of thelpr:;:;
tice of the currier in using this sumach to S?PPIZnia
defiviency in the tanning ; or 0{: the eﬁ'ecu:,‘o cg:sione ti
which, as another gcntlemap ;z;.;d EEQ 3)‘?’)1:3 1.s’o i
such damage to some O S °
breaking of the leather, that be was cotx’lgelle(llat:t rzr
intburse them for the injury sus_tame.d; lgilo e ien
unacquainted as he may be with either the
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practices of the tanner or currier, still is he not up
aware that a better leather is to be pmduced—-xmi
wishing. for this superior material, he does all he ;an
to find it; putting himself indeed, in many instances
to great expense and inconvenience to get it fron;
Fr.anc? or tle]l.seu}'hereé seeing, as he does, the trade
going from his shop day after day, an
the want of better lf:)athgrs. % il g
In this predicament, all that the master shoe.
m‘aker l.ms it in his power to do at home, is to make
his choice in the best way he can; taking care that
none of the dressed leather he purchases be of too
large growth for its substance, having, if waxed calf
skzns, a free easy grain; a fine flesh, not ruffiing into
haxfs, but, when bent inwardly a little, discox'e:ing a
series of diminutive ridges or curls—a pretty correct
token that such leather has not been taken down too
deeply; it should always be silky and soft to the
feel, not rank with grease, but yielding and sumooth
from the manner it has been wrought. In those fronts
and half-fronts for the Wellington boot, which are
commonly bought at the town leather-cutter's, ready
trenched out or blocked as it may be, the articlc is
seldom good—the large description of skins, which they
are cut from, yielding sometimes three or four pairs of
fronts, taken from middle to side, while a smaller
pll.unchr #kin could not afford, perhaps, more than one
pair. Nor are skins freshly curried to be purchased for
immediate use ; all calf or other oil-dressed leather being
the better to be laid by, skin over skin, for a month
or two before they are cut—leather in this condition,
a8 the phrase is, fattening, and thereby attaining a
more durable character. The purchaser should also
be very careful of examining into the flaws made by
the butcher in skinning,  flaw oftentimes, when fall-
ing in the way of a front, occasioning the loss of a
shilling or two on the return value of the skin.
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Black Spanish, moroccos, bronzed, and other deli-
cate skins, used principally for ladies’ shoes and boots,
have in three ways their perfection—in their absence
of flaws, so that they may cut profitably—their soft-
ness—and their health and brightness of grain; all
basils, roans, and the rest of the cheaper leathers
used for linings, should be alike well to cut, kindly,
and of a clear, fresh appearance to the eye. The
stuffs—prunella, jean, &c. ard the silks and satins—
have their quality in general pretty fairly set forth by
the price put upon them in the shops. Prunella at
2s. 6d. per yard will not be of as much worth as that
gelling at 3s. Gd. ; nor a satin at 6s. nearly equal to
satin at 93, The deception in these matters is not
the same as in the leathers; any man's wife, sister, or
other female friend, will tell him that where there is a
good round thread, a smooth surface, closely wrought,
and flexible in its proper degree, a purchase may be
adventured—though doubtless there arc deceptive
tricks played here, as in other matters.

For the lighter kind of the woman's shoe, the sole
leather employed should be as nearly as possible of the
substance wanted, being supple, and clearly wrought;
a thin irony sole, although no weightier than the more
fiting one, being ncither go pleasurable in the wear,
nor yet so durable ; nor is there any utility in buy-
ing leather to have it afterwards taken down to a
slighter substance, as leather never works so well
when thus cut, as it were, into its heart. The article
intended for severer use, requires, on the contrary,
both substance and firmness, and liere a similar mate-
rial is needed alike for the woman as man.

The sole leather in England is in general better
than it is in any other country. It has had a long
growth, and been carefully nourished. The other day,
in looking over Sir Henry Ellis's Original Letters,
illustrative of British History, I found a very inte-
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resting document on this subject, in form of a com-
munication from William Fleetwood, Recorder of
London in the time of Queen Elizabeth. He writes
to the Lord Treasurer Burghley in explanation of
some opposition taken by the tanners against certain
law enactments enforced relative to the procedures of
the tanner, the chief objects of complaint being
“the one for lymyng, and the other raisyng.” In
stating his own opinion, he says, ‘‘All the excel-
lencie and conning of a tanner consisteth in skilfull
making of his owes : surelie they must be manye and
severall, and one stronger than an other. The time
of changing of the lether from one owes must be
timed at prescribed houres, or els the lether will be
utterly spoiled. My Lo., there be an infinite number
of rules to be observed in tannyng, the fewe which
tanners did ever conceyve, much lesse the Parliment
who conceyved theire informacion of suche whone
nowe I do by eaperiens knowe not to be skilfull.”
(2d serics, vol. iii. p. 28.)

This cxtract will partially enlighten the shoc-
maker, ignorant of the special interest formerly be-
stowed towards the improvement of leather, though
the letter altogether might be still more satisfactory.
Latterly, however, it has been the custom of the
Goyernment to leave such matters to themselves, con-
sidering the wisest policy to be that where there is
the most frecdom, and leaving the chief check of foul
or injudicious practices to the working out of eocicty
itself.

The qualities of the sole leather are defined by its
closeness, weight, and, when cut, by the uniform
healthiness of hue it offers to the sigbt—badly-ianm‘(l
hides being generally streaky—Dblack, brown, greY,
and green. The best proof, however, of all sorts of
leather—calf, cordevan, Spanish, or hide—is to be
found in the wearing; and he will show himself the
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of this truth, and go to that market where he has de-
rived the most satisfaction.

TRENCHING

is the next affair of the master or shop clicker. By
trenching, we understand the propér cutting up of
<kins for all the upper and leg parts of shoes and
boots. Leather, it is well known, is a dear article,
and licnce the necessity of practising the greatest
possible economy, combined with fitness, that can be
excreised in this department. Some clickers, where
there is an extensive business carried on, will in this
particular alone save more per week than the amount
of twir wages, while others, more careless or less
cticient, are, as the trade saying is—and these say-
ivcs are generally as true as trite—continually mur-
dcring leather. There is an old English proverb
zlso on this point, where the shocmaker is stated to
e given “to cut large thongs from another man’s
gouds.” Tgnorance, however, does much more injury
in this way than dishonesty; the want of a quick
eve and a practised hand often leading into great
blanders, whereas the better qualified are enabled to
take in as it were at a glance the whole capability of
the skin; and acting on this impression, they can at
once proceed with their work, and trench out to the
best advantage. The following dizgram, notwith-
standing, may help the young beginner considerably.
It is intended to represent a good plump calf skin,
weighing about 3% or 4 lbs., and shows by the vari-
ous lines marked on its surface, the economy of trench-
ing. The primest part is given to the four fronts for
the Wellington boot; the two opposite fronts going
together as a pair, as their substance is more gene-
Fi C
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rally alike than any two fronts cut side by side. The
second pair from the rump are considered the best;
and the hole or flaw marked on the near side of the
first front to the right hand, shows how, on putting on
the front pattern, some slight alteration had to be
made from the direction of the opposite or left-hand
front; the leather, bowever, is not wholly wasted;
a quarter for a shoe being thrown in there, as a piece
for a trowser-strap may be taken from the other angle.
The shorter front lying beside the two on the right

hand, is either for a Clarence boot, or for a new vamp
for a Wellington, to be joined across the front leg,
in which latter case it is to be cut off at the faintera
shorter mark. Two Wellington backs are marked
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near this, though probably from their situation they
niay not be found on the whole sufficiently good or
firn to do without being lined. For all medium-
priced boots, it may not, however, be safe to put in
better. Two quarters and a vamp for a Spencer-tie
shoe are shown in the same half of the skin as the
spaccs in the leather best suit; and thrce vamps for
the common shoe, and four quarters, cut to fall back
to buck, that is, to pair together, on the other side;
the spare space Dbetween the two left-hand fronts
havinr no defined purpose, as oftentimes in these
parts the ekin is very flimsy and coarse. a, b, ¢, d,
and tlie other unmarked places at the edges, are what
are called the shanks and ihe offal, and are made into
lininss; and e, the neck, from its greater thickness,
into the inside counters for boots.

It will be observed in this diagram, that the centre,
vhere runs the back-bone of the beast, is never
crossed; and when possible, or the connexion of the
extublishment can afford it, it may be remarked, that
the lcather should in general be trenched out with as
little bias as can be given it, particularly in all the
vamye or chief wearing parts, the reason being, as has
justiv been stated by Mr. Rees, that *“all skins have
thcie fibres runuing lengthwise irom the head to the
tail, axd down the legs; therefore the strongest way
of the skin is in that of its length. Indced, a skin
("¢ continues) is not much unlike a picce of cloth;
for the fibres of the skin of an animal are like
the warp-threads in the loom, which constitute the
length and strength of a piece of cloth; for the
woof (or the threads carried along the ghuttle) is to
bind and kecp the warp-threads in the form the cloth
is to be of ; and hence it does not constitute its real
strength,  Therefore, as a skin is similar to a
Jiece of cloth, the strongest way is in L - length, or
in the dircction of the hair of the anim.'; but of
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woolly animals, such as sheep, th’e’ skins are not so
regular, besides being very porous.

g’i‘lhis’ passage is \?eryrygood; and by leading the
mind of the beginner to the reason of the operation,
shows, I should hope, its value in a much better way
than a mere telling to do so, the common method
of instruction. In trenching out for the various ofher
sorts of boots or shoes, I have not thought it needful
to give other diagrams, as practice and care will socn
in cach various case point out the best methods to be
followed. For the tongues of top-boots  the very
superior parts will be always required; as for boys
or other inferior work, the coarser may be employed.
Women's leather shoes are in general cut »ut of
dresred horse hides, called grain leather, that is,
blacked on the grain, and sold in long lengths or
ranges without having so much offal as the calf skin,
and in no ways so diflicult to plan, Spanish, and oil-
dressed goats’ skin, as also seal and kangaroo, are
much easier to trench from, the grain-side of all these
leathers being for the outside, giving, even in the
loose parts, a smoother surface,

CUTTING UP HIDES

is also another very important matter, so as to gain
at once the greatest saving, imd secure the grva_!:‘s%
utility. At first this operation will be found \_LP
difficult, the usual hooked so}e-f:uttmg krpfc—.-u kui ](;i
by the bye, according to \Vxlkms?n, which is as ?'l
as the time of the Pharaohs—being an instruu n
quite novel to the hand of the young p.ractx‘tl‘on; Ty
and the labour itself hard. The hide is laid HJL
before the perscn; the shanks and belly then wlm](llllw
off, and, likewise, some cut away l.he slight Shou-ﬁ:\ .
parts and neck, right across the hlfle. The rcn}.m.n :
ing prime portion is then to be run into ranges,
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side to side, and of such width, for men's or women’s
work, or smaller or larger soles, as may be requisite,
In the best of these ranges there is no necess
however, for the width of the range to be fully twice
that of the last to be wrought upon, as by the maker
turning the wider part of one last to the narrower
part of the other, the picce will be found sufficient
for the two soles. The writer before quoted—indeed
our only writer on the subject—is of opinion, that the
cutting up of sole leather in ranges is the simplest,
and attended with the least waste—but this I doubt,
considering the single sole cutting system the prefer-
able. In the establishment of Mr. Hoby, for the last
twenty or thirty years, the latter way has been fol-
lowad ; and when we reilect on the extensive business
done there, and the shrewd character of the owner,
who from long caleulation must have made himself
quiie certain e was in the right, I think I Lave an
additional support to believe and rccommend  the
game.  The present Mr. Hoby, as his father did, still
keeps a man for this purpose, whose principal duty
i to cut up soles, having = series of single metal
patteins to suit all sizes of fect and top-pieces, and
throueh which, by tuking out a larger or smualler sole
Or top-picce, as the space may offer, hardly a slip or
cerner is wasted, sepurating afterwards the sizes and
substances to their proper places, for the better con-
veliience of giving out the stutf Many of the London
retail leather-cutters follow also at present the same
“¥stem, and where the littic master has found it his
advantage to go for his small purchases, the occa-~
funad pennyworth or two pennyworth weighed in, in
the other way, neither being a real gain to the seller,
lor of any use to the buyer, but a direct loss.

N some of the great women's shoe manufactories
of Puris, this and wmore is all done by machinery—
the hide leather pressed under a roller to give it

c2



e
PRGSO e = LI

) GUIDE TO TRADE,.

extent and firmness, and then it is transferred to the
cutting or punching operation, taking each sole
clean out in the exact form for the maker, who has no
other trouble, but, as it were, to put it on his last
and sew away. The machine by Mr. Brunel, which
during the last French war was worked at Battersea,
for the making of soldiers’ shoes with nails instead of
stitches, stamped out the soles on the same principle,
and this was also eflected before Mr. Brunel by an
extensive shoe manufacturer near Kendal, in the
porth of England.

The loose under and other inferior portions of the
hide, not being fit for the outer goles, are appropriated
by the shoemaker to his inner soles, lifts, shank-
pieces, &c.; some of these inferior parts also being
cit off by the leather manufactarer himself, in the
making of what are called butts, and when the parts
g0 cut off are slightly dressed in dubbing, and uther-
wise prepared for the purpose of welts, these divssed
welts being much beiter both for the work and the
wear, than those uscd by the shoemaker of othu
nations, though the greater number of stitches put
in by the British workman in his foreparts. mukes #uch
quality of welt-leather much more indispensable iv him
than it is to the foreign workman.

About twenty years ago there was in the eniploy
of Messrs. Davis und Gann, foreign order hout and
shoemakers of Gracechurch-street, London, a persei
who, it was said, could cut up more bide leatlier in @
day, and sort and make it ready for the maker, th':m
any other three men could do in the same time. Nor
were his employers inconsiderate of his mierits, for
they gave him twice the salary of any other .mtll—
vidual engaged on the premises. This jndividnal
afterwards began business as a bespoke masicr for
himself, and, as might be exbected, was very guC-
cessful. After a few years, however, be left it off
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transforming his premises in one night into another
line of trade entirely, so that when the shutters were
taken down in the morning, instead of boots being in
Lis window as usual, there was now seen nothing but
liscuits, to the great chagrin of another biscuit-
baker who lived only next door, and who had some
little time before refused to accept the sum of three
thousand pounds from the shoemaker for his business s
{l:e parties having had a prior understanding to this
cffect, which being afterwards broken by the biscuit-
baker, the shoemaker at once determined upon, and
soon and secretly accomplished, the above desc,ribed
magician-like sort of revenge. Mr. Moxhay, the
name of this clever man of the world, is yet living
and is well known and respected in the city havincé
first 1aade his advance from a shopman to :.!.’shop of
lns.(m'n,.:md then from boots to biscuits, and now
besides his biscuits, he is the owner of several ﬁrst:
rate :\‘wrcl‘mnt vessels, bearing rich freights to and
frenn the East; and yet, as I have heard, still respect-
L :lw niame of the shoemaker, and doing occasional
goot service, as a befriended party himself has told
mey to au old workman, ore who, to use the sneer of
Byron,”
* Cobbling at once nis verses and his shoes,”

can only repay the thoughtful offices of his benefactor
Ly a birth-day copy of verses, or such other trifle
;.dvlf'essc'd to some of the younger branches of the
mf‘.:ly, \.vho being, as they are, all lovers of poet
and musie, as Mr. Moxhay himself is, feel, therefore
lnp doubt, sufficiently gratified, as the father considers
nself repaid. The befriended party here alluded to
has lately produced the poem of the “ Drunkard,”
inscribed to the Rev. T. Mathew, of Ircland, so re-
:l:‘-.rl'a.:\ble and praiseworthy for his great and cffective
t-'Ll'..uoniu.m the cause of temperance. I may mention,
00, m this book for the shoemaker, that Mr. Hyde,
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the principal agent or assistant of the reverend gen-
tleman, in his urgent and extensive moral missions, is
also a member of the trade.

IIL—MEASURING FOR, AND CUTTING
OUT, TIIE MAN'S SHOE, &c.

I shall continue the same order in these descrip-
tions of the operations of the Master as has already
been done in those of the Journeyman, and, therefore,
shall now commence with the man’s shoe, the imme-
diately foregoing notices of the purchase of leather, of
trenching, and of the manner of cutting up hides,
leading naturally to this,

MEASURING.

1t is their usual practice,” says the traveller. in
Mr. Lover's characteristic novel of Rory O More,
“ to take measure of their customers.” “Is it, then?'
It really is.” “See that, now !’ rejoins Rory, vith
an air of trinmpli, ¢you would think that they wr
cleverer in the town than in the counthry; axd iy
ougzht to be so by all accounts; but in regard of wht
I towld you, you sce, wre before them entirely’
¢How s0?" said the traveller. ¢ Arrah! bekasc thv._r
never throuble in the counthry at all with takin’ their
measure ; but jist go to a fair, and bring your fut
along wid you, and somebody else dbrives a cart-lul
o’ brogues into the place, and then you sarve y.:ir-
self; and so the man gets his money, and you gct
rour shoes, and every one’s plazed. Now, isn't that
betther then sitch botches as thim in Dublin, that
must have the measure and keep you waitin’ ¥ "

The Irish peasant’s opinion of the uselessness of
measuring, it will be scen by this, is very strong; he
thinks it an unnecessary trouble, and discoverig
great want of ability in the town shoemaker, sceing
that he cannot carry on his business without 1t. as
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is done in the country. Randle IIolme, speaking of
the divisions of the shoemaker’s seat, says, “in the
chief is the shoemaker’s mcasure, by which he taketh
the length or size of all feet, whether children, men,
or women ; the said measure being so made that it
rung one picce into another, that the feet at each end
coming together make one perfect shoe.” (Book iii.
chap. 8, p. 349.) This “measure,” as he calls it, is
the size-stick ; fashioned formerly as he has de-
scribed it, the two parts when closed together taking
the semblance of the * perfect shoe,” though only one
part is moveable, that which gives way for the ad-
niission of the foot, the other that catches Lehind the
hecl always remaining stationary, “ The size of a
ghoe,” he says in another place, (book iii. chap. 3,
p- 18,) “is the measure of its length, which is in
children divided into thirteen parts, and in men and
wemen into fifteen parts; the first of them being five
inches Jung before it be taken for a size; when the
shoe exceeds that length, every fourth part of an inch
is taken for the size 1, 2, 3, and so forward to 13,
which is calied the boy's or girl's thirtcens, or the
short thirteens, and contains in length eight inches
and a quarter, from which measure of eight inches
and a quarter the size of micn or women, called the
long size or man’s size, begins at 1, 2, 3, &c. to the
number 15, each size being about the fourth part of
an inch as aforesaid, so that the shoe of the long
fitecus s in length twelve inches just. Some term
it (he adds) a gauge, or shoe measure.”

_Thix account is curious and true, and shows at least
distinetly enough, that the English shoemaker, at the
time our author printed his book, in 1688, had, de-
fpite the above quoted opinion of Rory's, a favourable
belief in the utility of measuring, it being a common
Practice.  We are told, however, of no other sort of
Measwming but (hat of the size, or length; and it is
U smgular trath, that up to about half a century
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back, the general manner of taking the dimensions of
the foot in its round was by the hand, the shoemaker
grasping the foot of his customer from the Lottom,
and spanning over the joints, putting two, three, or
more of his right-hand fingers between the opening
at his left hand, or spanning fingers, and by which
alone was he afterwards directed in looking out the
proper last for a fit ; or in giving orders to his jour-
neymen what filling or fitting-up leathers he was to
put in (block-lasts, or those divided under theinstep, not
being then in use), the journeyman having to carry
home in his eye the girth of his master’s fingers—a
very uncouth and bungling method certainly. But
at present this finger-fitting is wholly done away
with ; and besides the measure of the length, we are
also mow very careful to get the round of the {vot,
using for this purpose a marked strap, with the
inches and all their divisions on it. or a long slip of
paper, into which, as we measure, a small rent is
made at each successive place, as an afler reference.
The first measure taken is at the toes, the second at
the joints, and if for a short quarter or high vamp
shoe, above the joints at the root of the instep. (See
p- 61.) The length is then obtained by the xize-
stick, or, as some do, by the same strap or papcr
measure with which the thickness of the foot is had,
bringing this mecasure from the lower part of the
back of the heel round on each side to the tip of the
great toe. Another method is, to take the whole
bearing of the under part of the foot on paper, the
customer pressing his foot down on a shect l':ud
before him on the floor, and the shoemaker drawing
a pencilled outline of the shape, in its brendth as
well as length ; this system being altogether the best,
as will hereafter be explained. 'When the foot 1s
thuse measured, some memorandum is usually taken,
marking on either the order-book, the slip-mcasure,
or on the sole-gauge, the diffcrent distinctions as
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they bave been found, the particular requests the
customer has made, and your own impression of what
you are to accomplish. The manner of this memo-
randum may run thus : April 21, 1840, Mr. Williams,
20, South-street, stout walking shoe, high or low
vamp, square toe, 41, 81, O; that is, four sizes and
a quarter in length measure eight and a half at
the joints, and nine above the joints; other peculi-
arities of form or wish to be also noticed, and the
time when wanted. They who use and preserve the
strip-paper measure do not require this noting of the
round of the foot, the paper itself being employed to
fit up the last by; and when done with for the
time—it being the measurs of a regular customer—it
i# hung up in the shop on a nail, through a short slit
cut at one of the ends, znd thus preserved for any
future purpose,

CUTTING OUT THE SHOE.

The measure taken as described, it is now to be
refurred to, and the shoes cuz out.—Some cut out by
the last, others mercly by the eve or guess, and
others aguin by pattern; but as the latter method is
the sufest, most methodica!, and in every other way
the L st) I shall make us: of it here.

The following is the outline of a

Strong Walkirng Shoe :

Supposed as representing about ten sizes from heel
10 toc—and as from *wo to three sizes may be allowed
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over the last, a shoe cut to this pattern will take o
last called a serens, or a little better.  Shoe-uppers,
however, need not always to be left full three sizes
longer than the last; the greater thickness or light.
ness of the leather used, the manner of their closing,
inside or out, or the form of the toe of the last itself,
differently requiring more or less leather, as experi.
ence, assisted by observation, will teach.

The lie, or position, as it is called, of this pattern
on the board, ought to be carcfully noted ; for in the
perfection of this the upper takes, as the term is, its
draft, so that it will draw both well over the last in
lasting, and in wear sit tight and neatly round the
foot. An upper dipping lower at the bottom cf the
quarter and at the point of the vamp, more straightcned
along its under extent, and starting up under the
ties, can neither be lasted easy nor well; nor, no
matter what tightening in the binding it is afterwards
put through, will the shoe ever sit handsomely along
the sides of the foot. The lie here given is that of a
medium ; but where the last has any peculiar pro-
perty in its direction from heel to toe, it must be the
concern of the cutter to so adjust the bearing of his
pattern as to fall in with this difference. A last of a
less or greater fulness across the joints, or broader
portion of the foot, or showing a more acute sring,
that is, the forward part of the wood turning mcre
direct up, must, it is evident, require an alteration ct
distinction of cut to the upper intended for the plainer
forms of last. A narrower or wider vamp is only
requisite in the first cases, and in the other a greater
draft, so that the leather may catch in at the angle of
the quarter ties, and not purse out and offer so loose
a resistance to the pincers of the workman in taking
the vamp over the last. The chief beauty of the shoe,
when made and in wear, as also to the eye, depending
on good cutting and on good lasting, it is here then
to be remarked, how necessary it is to advise both
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the employer and workman to a union of attention in
this matter. DMany an excellent workman have I
kuown blamed without cause for some defect Lie had
no power to remedy; while, again, many an ignorant
or heedless one, has been as really culpable in his
commission of error, where every thing had been
prepared for him in the most proper manner.

A shoe, though generally considered the commonest
erticle in the trade, is, notwithstanding, an article
which very rarely discovers the perfection it is capa-
ble of being made to exhibit.—The form for the
may be thus given :—

——q

1

L

The next is for a long-quartered dress shoe, or a
punmip, though latterly the pump upper is often cut
wade, or a ribbon run through the holes at the top
of the vamp to knot over, and give the appearance of

upper of a
Smart W alking Shoe
\
without tics, these being either attached after when
a fastening.

Dress-shoe, or Pump.

T”“"L e
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The reader will observe in this delineation the
lower drop of the quarter where joining the vamp, the
length of the quarter reaching beyond the greatest
width of the foot; and, therefore, while a less depth
of material is given, the opening from seam to seam is
proportionably contracted. The thoughtless or inex-
perienced in cutting this kind of shoe, seldom have
heed or knowledge of the contraction here required,
and, as a consequence, the upper, when prepared in
the usual way—except it may be in the difference of
length of quarter—has no catch or hold over the last,
and being dragged down at the side-seams into
contact with the wood, the seams get nearly all
drawn away, the shoe or pump at the entrance has
no holding for the wearer, and in walking he is
}u:der continual apprchension it will drop from his
oot.

The Oxford, or Spencer- Tie Shoe,

RN

it will be seen, has, properly speaking, no tie, in the
received acceptation of this term in the trade. It is
a snug, compact article, lacing over the instep, and
with a sweeping side-seam, offering something of
taste or elegance to the eye. In cutting this sort of
shoe it is a common fault to throw the whole front in
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form of that of a boot-front, as the above pattern,
ditferently placed, will explain;

) VIR

the result being, difficulty in lasting and injury,—
the better form, dropping easily and naturally into
its place, and showing the same correctness on the
foot.  Another usual heedlessness, is that of cutting
the instep part too straight (the other fault leading
to this by the deception wrought on the eye), so that
when laced over the foot the higher rise of the instep
is left uncovered—a gap of half an inch, or in some
cases more, being observed—a defect of a very un-
pardonable nature, sceing what a little degree of con-
sideration is calculated to discover the remedy.
The next pattern, or outline—

Th. Covcred-tic Shoe,

is one of but late introduction, from our inven-
tive neighbcurs, the French; the dots on the fall-
ing part of the vamp showing the form of the
quarter in the portion covered. Though called the
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corered-tie, it will be observed, properly speaking,
there is 7o tic. Two lines of stabbing bind the top
of the scam at the angle. This shoe, though not very
elegant, as seldom is the case in any deceptive adop-
tions, is, notwithstanding, a cheap and passable sub-
stitute for the boot—a contrivance of combined pride

and economny.
The Gcloshe Shoe.

The manner of forming the upper of the golosle,
it is needless to represent.  In the preceding part of
“ THE SHOEMAKER,” {p. 44,) is noted the sort of
leather cmployed for the quarter-piece; the vump
mecets this at the corners of the heel : a tying is made
over the instep, between which, and the bending of
the foot, a portion of the vamp is hollowed out, te
yield the frecr entrance to the foot of the wearer
(the straps being untied), as also, in walking, that the
foot may have the casicr play.

The Gentleman's Slipper,
it is not necessary to be particular about. It is for
home—for the fire-side, having no ties, but with a
loos¢ flap coming over the instep; and if in its dralt
it be cut as directed in the shoe, no more is required.
T'e Blucher Shoe,

=
/T

(\_\\ |

a name, by the bye, somewhat unaccountably acquired,
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the first form of the Wellington being called the
Blucher boot, reaching half-way up the leg and open-
ing on one side, where was a strap that buttoned round.
The fame of our native General, however, usurped
that of the foreign, though for a time, during the stay
of the Allicd Sovereigns and the other distinguished
churacters who visited England after the peace of 1814,
the honour was doubtful.  But Blucher, returning at
length to receive the gratulations of his own zealous
country people, the alliterative appellation fell into dis-
use, and the battle of Waterloo next year giving anew
eclat to our own liero, his name became now indisso-
lubiy attached to the article mentioned. Wishing,
Lowever, to coutinue some show of respect to our
Prussian friend, we brought into faslion again the
Lich shoe, or *“ high-low” as it was formerly called,
arel the cheapness of it, compared to the longer-legged
Lout, suiting the pockets of all the more needy class
of leather-wearing gentlemen, it had great demand,
and continues so to have,

The Blucher shoe is a prominent feature in all sale
<hops of the trade in London and country, being
prineipally: manufactured, along with other articles
i demand, at Northampton, and Wellingborough, in
tic same county. It is useful and econemic; and
vhien cut out <o as to sit with ease and closely round
the ankle, has its shave of merit.  The back is niade
of une piece folded, there being no necessity to have
a seam behind, for if thrown, in the manner of the
pattern, sufficiently forward at the top, it will be found
16 =it neatly enough about the small of the leg. The
laps in front are tied through two or three holes, with
a Jeather thong, picce of black tape, or ribbon, the
part there being lined at the inside to secure the
strength of the holes,—though often the back is lined
all through, and then there is no occasion for these
facing or strengthening bits. Properly, the front be-
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fore cutting should be turned on the block, though by
the smaller shop-keepers it is common to make the
turn by attaching a sort of tongue of a less perfect
leather, and thus enabling themselves to get up the
article cheaper.

The Man's Cloth Boot,

contrived with flaps to button, or to lace on the inside,
is to be cut as hereafter will be described, in treating
of the woman's boot. In general, and this is all the
difference between the manufacture of the two, the
lining is made of a stronger material for the man than
for the woman—and the mere especially when a strong
article is demanded, as used for fishing, shooting, or
for other kindred purposes. When, however, this
boot is required as an olject of dress, which in late
years is often the case, it has either a prunella or a
silk leg, and is lined with a fine linen,

Reverting thus to the lining, it will be recollccted
that nothing as yet bhas Leen said on this subject in
connexion with any of the foregoing descriptions of
shoe, the notice being purposely left to the present.

The Lining for a Shoe,

is made up of four parts—2a guarter-picce, in gerer.l
cut folded; two other picces called the side-lirings,
to be joined to this at the ends, and to run along the
sides of the vamp; and a bur-piece or facing for the
vamp under the tying part. The nils or ties of the
quarters have likewise their facing or strengthening
bits for the tic-holes, these being pasted and stitched
in by the shoe-closer.

Sometimes the bur and side-linings are cut all in
one, a less saving though a better way—there heing
no overlappings to risk the hurting of the foot, or
joinings, which may give way in the lasting, or in the
wear. In pumps or dress shoes the quarters bave
mostly a silk lining also, the other of leather, soft

THL SHOEMAKER. 43

and in general very showy, being hemmed on this.
Sometimes, however, the silk alone is used, a stiffen-
ing piece being wrought in behind between the silk
aind outside quarters. This, too, is a custom in
making most shoes : the wearer otherwise being very
liable to tread his heel awry.

The reader also may be reminded, that, in the above
representations of the shoe upper, the scams at the
sides are in all cases cut to take the flat-seam, as a
means of greater neatness and less risk of pain to the
foot of the wearer. In shoes, however, of a ruder
«it, where the fit is not wanted to be so nice, the stab-
¢ide-seam may be admitted, or the seam closed in the
clams, as noticed under the head of the shoe-closer.
A very firm thread can be employed in either of these
ways, and thus the work rendered more suitable for
all the trying purpuses to which the coarser shoe is
applied.

As belonging to the clicking of the shoe, and in
conclusion of the present head, a word may be here
said of the rounding.

Rounding the Shoe,

as in the former part has been noticed, is the pre-
paring it for the biuder. This is effected after the
arti-le comes from the maker—the leather along the
wp edges of the quarters and across the vamps is
pared to the requisite neatness; the appearance of
both shoes made alike, the binding mcasured off, and
the thing is done. Putting in the

Seat-pieces,

gererally of some soft showy leather, fitted to and
pasted within the heel parts, is the last knife operation
the shoe undergocs, and takes place when it comes
from the binder.
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IV.—BLOCKING.—AND NEW MACHINE
FOR, DESCRIBED.

Under the head T7enching, is given the appear-
ance of the Wellington front when prepared for the
block, the instrument on which the leather is to be
moulded into the peculiar inward bend necessary to
the boot, and whence the term Blocking. 'This in-
strument is of wood, the half-leg front measuring in
general from sixteen to seventeen inches, and the foot
part from ten to eleven. Along the whole shin and
down the foot, it ic brought to an edge, with the
sharpness mercly taken off, and should widen to the
back parts to about two inches, though this is very
seldom the case. Sometimes, also, dack-blocks are
used, and, till not many years ago, this was a cow-
mon practice—particularly when the Hessian boot was
in fashion—the «tiff, thick material employed in the
back part of the legs of these boots, with the neces-
sary greater fulness to be given in consequence,
compelling their use.  This block, though having but
little of the fulness here spoken of, is still employed in
the establishments of Mr, Hoby, and a few othurs:
its value, however, through the lightness of the leather
at present cut up for the back of the beat, can easily
be dispensed with, as a loss of no harm, as its service
would be of no benefit. To save a sort of duplicate
represeutation, the eye may pass forward to p. 72,
where, in the front as it is blocked and laid out for
cutting, the character of the front block may be ob-
served, the leather, as it is taken off it, giving a faith-
ful resemblance.

The art of blocking is originally Austrian, intro-
duced into England some few years before the close
of the last century. The vamp and leg parts of all
boots antecedent to that time were made of separate
pieces; but in the Austrian or Hessian boot of one
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‘ace, curved into the requisite shape by a repetxtlog
of small rounded gatherings, which being neatl_y an
recularly place‘d, polishcd, and sccExred on the inside
(rom coming out or flying back again, were made an
elegance. These pretty pipings, though for a pe!-l
riod novel and thercfore fashionable, became at lengt
to diccover certain demerits. Their beauty waxed old
ton rapidly; they got dumaged in appearance, flat-
tened, fell in on the flesh of the foot and gave :I:ﬁm
—uwere spoken about, fuunfl fault with, and, fin lyé
a change was compelled, either to some of the o
{:<hions acain, or to @ better scheme of. the new.
\'yers, a master shoemaker, in St. :Iames s-street, a
native of Germany, who had been induced to come
to Lundon, as he was patronized, 'by some of the
Royal Dukes, began first to experiment in block-
iz without this wrinkling.  Hoby, feeling the ne-
ity for something of the same, almost as soon
to0k the hint, and having an cnthusiastic Jove of his
e o, as well as spirit, watched the process from day
¢ -1y wmder his own roof, and thouzh a couf'ldvmb.le
centity of leather was spoiled in these trials, s_ull
.me fronts were made to do, and thus the “I’Icssmn
without wrinkles established its reputation, Sixpence
i~ ahout the zeneral price paid at present for blocking a
+oirof Wellington fronts—for the backs, ano.thcr two-
vence,  For backs and fronts of the Hessian boot,
it wus a usual thing formerly to pay three-and-six-
pence per pair ! Blocking thus, as a matter of course,
. came one of (he best remuncrated branches in the
trade to be employed upon ; those who. coul(.l do it,
had, as it were, an heir-loom in their gkill, and
valuing their good fortune were no way €ager to let
athers into the sccyet. One Turton, of London, a
woman's shoemaker, und n very good one, and who
also had acquired a kuowledze ?f blos;kmg from
cume relative, engaged, (3211 application being made to
D
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him, to go to Ipswich, to one Brett, a chief master
there; this Brett having obtained aconsiderableorder to
furnish Hessian boots to the men of some horse regi.
ment that then lay at that place; and as neither the
master himself nor any other shoemaker of his acquaint-
ance had the least knowledge of getting up this
description of boot, through a total incompetency in
the blocking, Turton was sought for and employed;
the price stipulated for being that paid in Lon.
don—three shillings and sixpence per pair, backs
and fronts; and it is told, that, with the assistarce of
his wife and an apprentice, he furnished as many as
three dozen pairs in a day—thus earning the asto-
nishing sum of £6. 2s. for this extent of application,
and with the aid mentioned.  His gainings in this way
being so great, he soon made a scttlement in Ipswich,
took a house, and, opening a grinder's shop, wiscly
prepared for the time when the art of blocking us a
money consideration was fated to experience its vicis-
situdes.  Something perhaps of a forecast of the uie
dropping off of income actuated another blocker i
Dublin in these palmy times of the art.  This work-
man had the tact to zct the journcymen of the trale,
in their capacity as a Union, to agree to and pass an
interdict, forbidding any other person than himself, or
those he might choose to employ under him, from doing
any blocking ! A sapient resolution, certainly, and tell-
ing very little to the credit of a gathering of voices, a
fact in such cases too often to be lamented. In Dublin,
blocking has been done of late years for not a tenth of
the original demand. Numbers will push where the
best feast is indicated ; nor can one man bar out a thou-
sand—the tide rises, and then falls the embankment !
These little reminiscences and bits of information
it is to be hoped will be taken as they are intended. Iu
a practical sense their value is nothing, though as an
inkling of chit-chat, thrown in to give variety to detail,

THE SIIOEMAKER. 47

and a: i=e same time being gem}ain to the subject, their
presezi: may be admitted. It is no good school where
it is 2= spell ! spell ! aqd the teacher n.ccds. a change'alsi
wellas==etaught. Theinsect, too, has its historyaswe
as the Cephant, and could it but Le tolfl, it x}nght be
as eGrng as that of 'lhc. others. Besides, in every
matter «f positive utility it can be no harm to try lto
ingra=-2, and as the heart is seldom won through the
doms <f the lesson, the pleasanter method as a first
el =-v curely be adventured on. In being about,
thers.oo, to draw the attention of the rcadc_r more se-
rivur or rather more closely to the subject .under
sotic-. =2 will have, as I flatter mysclf, something to
<t =m—a sort of speck of information which might
herse be lost, and to which afterwards he may
e 2= one of the small data making up the whole
of i Tmble existence. s

B. ing, though a somewhat repulsive, irksome,
.l —_sauisfactory process, is, withal, one of near in-
¢ re-- It may lead to a rather unpleasant dabbling in
wat-~—to dirty hands, and a greasy smutcl.md.face, but
1a: — less it leads to perfection. A boot indifferently
Vo~ ean never be a good boot; it is a sort of
fmmon, and if not skilfully and firinly lm(.l,. the
== :umbent leather is sure {o expose the failure
ad T r to disgrace. )

M:. iiees’ notice of blocking, is but a notice. He
make~ zo complaint of its general faultiness—all he
savs Zout it may be transcribed in a paragraph, and
here 2 51—

¢ T en blocking the legs, let them be first wetu_ad
in ¢’ water; or, if the leather should be rz'lther stifl
to w.ck, and vou think that warm water will render
i* 1z = pliable, let them be wetted in warm; but .mmfl
that <> water be not beyond blood heat; otherwise, if
it 5021 be, it will scorch the lcather, and render it of
ven I=Je service. When laying the front of the boot-

~
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leg on the block, mind that the first two tacks are put
on each side of the block at the angle, and that the
leg be strained across the instep. Then strain the
leg (he means here, Ishould suppose, the vamp) down
the foot, and up the -leg to the shin, with tacks on
each side, about an inch or two from each other, and
work the folds in well at every tack, till you get it
quite smooth as il there kad been no fold, but one di-
rect piece of leather.”

Now, what is the learzer to take from this ? all, no
doubt, that Mr. Rees knew, though, I am confident,
not all ie must have thought over as fearing himself
deficient in.  In the first place, no 2arm water should
be used. If the leather be  stifl}” it must be mas-
tered by time and nerve, and not by a scheme. H:
who imagines at one time warm water to be a bencfi,
will be apt at ancther to try a warmer dip as a greater
aid, and thus on, till, probably, he gets to scald all
the virtue out of the leather. Neither should it le
said, that the folds between the tacks are to be worked
in: in good blocking, en the contrary, every thing
should be pincered out ; it is this * working in" but
to coite cut again that is *lie bane of the art ; judgment,
care, plenty of tacks, a=1a fear when you are doine
wrong that you are d.iar something that will tell
thrice against you—in tie closing of the boot, in the
muking, and in the wear—is the better advice.

It is comewhat mortiving to remark, that though
we in England, encourazed by the impetus originally
given by the elder Hoby, were the first to perfect and
give universality to the present mode of blocking,
we have not kept cur ground. Certain circum-
stances, possibly, may have helped to this. Our trade
since that time has had considerable inroads made upon
t in the way of master-men. Where were capital,
desire, and enterprise, as with Mr. Hoby, Messrs.
Taylor and Dogget, MzcNaughton, and Snith of Now=

g
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folk-st., Strand ; Duncan of Edinburgh, and M‘Cart-
ney of Parliament-street, Dublin ; there the blocking
must have been necessarily well attended to, because
in such establishments it must have been a fully re-
gular and repaying cmployment. Masters getting
more numerous, perhaps twenty or thirty to one—
even in a far greater ratio than did the boot wearers
—the custom became divided — each must have some
ghare ; and hence, as these shares individually to the
majority were but of small amount, the ostensible or
professed blocker got in great part superseded, few
being able to employ him.  The master in this condi-
tion became his own blocker, or his general assistant
in the shop, and thus, the responsibility getting les-
sened, heedlessness took its place, till, as a general
affuir, blocking became a matter of hurry and hardship,
all having a distaste for the repulsive work, and when
compelled to it pushing through at a venture.

On the Continent, throngh some chance. the matter
had a more fortunate turn. The cwurier took in
clurge what the shoemaker neglected or got weary of—
hie become the blocker, aud made it his advantage.
I Lis establishment it becane altogether a separate
crcapation, a distinet and carefully regarded means
of a livelihood, and as a consequence soon attained
the standard of perfection. Inthe pamphlet on the boot
and shoe trade of I'rance, I have already urgently
stated our overlookings in this way, and shown the
lamentable resulr; and though in this matter and some
few other particulars, I was so unfortunate as to have
it thought and represcnted—and much, too, to my ioss
at the time—that the statements there introduced were
caleulated to injure, instead of being of service, still I
knew very well that the apprehension was groundless,
and that quite different effects would ensue. This
has happened.  The big bow-wow of clamour being
over, and the sting of prejudice having shot itself, the
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mind began ta cool into discretion, and strike into the
wholesomer belief. 1 may therefore now, under these
more favourable circumstances, restate here such por-
tions of this imputed matter of offence concerning our
current purpese, as still has its value, and especially
as the present little treatise will get into hands which
the other had no chance of doing, and likewise as it
will be kept Isnger before the world.

“ Another fact to be closely attended to (it is there
said), is the cne in the boot department, of our very
inferior manr.r of blocking, or turning the front
piece of our common Wellington boot; in this we
are far behind our neighbours. Take up one of cur
boot-fronts so prepared, and compare it with a front
coming frem Irance, and the difference is as per-
ceptibl: as lumentable. MHow stiff, how dead, and
how forced, is the one; and how easy, moist,
elastic, the other.  The first, to one unskilled in the
operation, mi.lt scem to be baked, rather than gently
moulded when wet into the position it Las reccived;
and then catck it by top and toe, and pull it ever so
tenderly back. and lo! at once its crabbed beauty is
gone ; and theugh you may press, shove, or contract
it again into something of its original form, still it
can never be made to look the same thing as befure.
Now, do the like to the French front ; nay, more,
you need not rull it ¢ tenderly,” but at your might—
apply your streagth to the two extremes—force it, as
it were, straigki; and then, letting it go again, lay it
on your board, and by a little application of the hand
it will look nexly as well as ever—no puckerings, no
looseness, and still possessing the requisite curve.

“ Here is a great matter, a very great matter in-
deed. The Erzlish front so blocked, gets unplaced
and ugly in the closing, in the making uglier, and in
the wearing uslier still; it fits clumsy and hard,
through the wznt of some little elasticity about the
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instep; and when it is old, as seen in a cobbler's
«fall, how offensively gouty it appears, the leath}fl:r
lying in bolsters at the turn of the top part of the .
foot—in unsightly, ungainly, ridges—which render
the boot altogether only fit to be thrown to the
S (Pl 34,
dn%':x anoghcr pla)ce, the cause of this and the method
of improvement is thus minutely set forth :—
¢ Ja these countries the shoemakeris his ozvnblocker;
while in France, the cambruare, or blocker, is a person
solely in the employ of the currier, fifteen or twenty
hands being, in some large esta\whshl}lents, wholly en-
maged from day to day at this work, with a sort of over-
scer or master blocker, whose duty it is to take care
that the procedure be properly done, he being the chief
responsible party.  Under this system, then, as may
be supposed, the art in question has had more atten-
tion in all ways bestowed upon it, than among our-
«ilyes, and, as a consequence, has attuined a much
iicher perfection.
l 'l'hle Llocks themselves in France are of a better
make, are considerably thicker at the back portions,
or where the tacks are put in, and have not so much
of round immediately beside or bcl:i_nd the front or
tocking edge, and thus are they easicr and bc:-ttcr to
be wrought on; this rowndness impeding, as it does,
the casy draft of the leather in the wperation of the
piuccrs: as also when the leather is bcmg fqrccd
back by thz pane of the hammer, the blocking-iron,
or the stick. Again, these blocks are not near so
wide either across the foot part or up the half-leg, as
ours are; the French blocker uniformly putting his
tacks in at the z»der, and not, as with us, on the Zop
¢die ; and thus, there being nothing pf those rows of
tacks in his way, as is the case with the English
blocker, he ean give a full force to the use of his
hammer-pane, blocking-iron, or stick, without any
danger of breaking down a single tack, and thereby,
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beside the injury to this particular article, often occa.
sioning unsightly rents in the leather, and loosening,
morcover, those parts of the work which had already
been accomplished. Against all this the French
blocker has easily and judiciously provided, and we
must do so likewise. To effect this, however, tho.
roughly, we must bring in requisition sets of blocks,
that is, if we wish to trench our leather for the fronts
with economy, the smaller measure requiring the
smaller picce of leather, and that again the smaller
blocks, and the same in the larger, zice versa. This
will be evident, and is important ; for while we save
in one case, we are cnabled to give the proper suffi-
ciency for the other, and thereby, in the latter instance,
arc not under the compulsion, in the cutting out of
our boots, of leaving those fractures and holes up the
side of the front, which are too often observed, and
which not scldom are cven dangerous, besides their
offensiveness to the eye. So far, then, these precautions,
though very uscful, are very simple, being no more
than having trenching pattcrns to the different neces-
sary sizes, and blocks again to suit these trenchings,
the smaller blocks being appropriated io the smaller
front leg-picces, and the larger and intermediate
blocks to the larger and intermediate front leg-
picces, thus enabling the work to be done better,
from the greater fitness of the instrument to its
purpose ; no leg-front in being put through the ope-
ration of blocking, either leading into difliculty or
errer from its wasteful abundance, or its confined
poverty, two things which should be always avoided.
“ The utility of sets of blocks, therefore, must be
evident, as also our own general neglect in this
particular.  In many of our petty shops especially,
two or three pairs of blocks are at most the usual
complement in use; while in others, where there arc
more, these again arc so heedlessly assorted—if in-
deed they be assorted at all—as to be scarcely of

——rr
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greater advantage to the full purposes of blocking ;-
Lesides, as before said, blocking with us is mostly but
no better than a sort of job work—a pair _of fronts
being put on now and then either by a clicker or a
cleaner up, or by the master himself; or the fronts
are bought ready prepared as blocked by some one
at the currier's; though these generally are more
faultily blocked still, or rather merely shoeed in, and
then ];astcd up and thickly gumr_ncd. over, so that the
paste ard gum, at the least application of t_he fingers,
breaks and falls off ; and thus, on closer inspection,
discovers the rcally disreputable nature of the trick
altogetker, as well in the intrinsic character of t.he
work itself, as in the worthlessness of the mask with
which it has Leen decorated, cheating the eye by an
appearaace of beauty not at all stable, nlel by wlnc.h
also, probably, the most inferior sort of lc:\tllgr is
songht £ be palmed off as being of first-rate quaht_\'..

“ Blecking, too, is often with us too much the affair
of the moment—in all small shops especially. The
order iz given, the fronts trenched out, then hurried
en the blocks, and probably afterwurds suddenly
dricd before the fire—the stamina being thereby in
muny rascz so scorched or burnt out of the leather,
as 1o render the article when finished almost next to
valucless.

“ Now in the hoots of the very lowest-priced ehops
¢f Franze there is never any fear of this ;—this, -bow-
ever coarse or slight the materials, and the quality of
the work, is nevertheless not to be feared ; and, more-
over, those very boots, from the simple fact of the
higher perfection of the blocking there, thal} with us,
have a compactness of look about them, which would
put to shame some even of the highest-priced boots
of our own manufacture, hanging in gibbets as they
usually do, and as in wearing they still more wofully
tibbet-like appear,
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“ It is highly essential, therefore, that somethiy
at all events should be done, in this particular, to.
wards inducing an alteration for the better. As vet
we have been in the da.rk-—long and injuriou:aly éo;
and the one or two French blockers now in London,
sagely caveful of their own interests, are, it seems, in
no ways desirous to enlighten us with their kno.
ledge. Working singly by themselves, and refusing
to do otherwise, they leave us to our heedless and
uninstructed ignorance, that they here, and their
friends at home, may enjoy the longer and the richer
benefit. Something, notwithstanding, may be done—
aye, and much—and feeling, as I do, pride in being
about to herald the way to this so earnestly-to-he.
desired change, I hope my fcllow-tradesmen will not
be backward in scconding the effort, but make it eac',
and all their endeavour to do better for the future.

“ But to proceed with these instructions ; and now
to the more immediate process of blocking itself.

“ The front, in the first place, is to be sufficiently
wetted in cold water, and never, as is somctimes
done, in warm or hot water—a foolish and most dan-
gerous habit, A little soaking, and afterwards a
short and brisk rubbing between the hands, with an
occasional dip or two, will do for this purpose. On
being thus wetted, it is to be doubled and laid on a
board, and there drawn out with the pincers as miuch
as possible at the two heel or joint corners, as alsv at
the front-top of the leg, in an upward outward poi-
tion. After this it is fo be strained, somewhat in the
way a jockey-boot tongue is strained, though in a
contrary dircction, the straining hand in this case
being the Zoft in place of the right—that is, the
downward or foot part is to be endeavoured to be
turned, instead of the upward or the leg part. The
straining leather or cord will be fastened or tacked
down, therefore, at the top of the front; and as a
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sneer exertion will be here requisite in pulling
i:nrt)l?c;?; left hand, it may be proper to 'r(ifomlll)]:b‘:g
as a help to this, that a piece of cross stick or Rhet
i;uldiug be attached to the cnd.ol' .the strmnerf'., o
to command a greater power while in the a}ct 0 y:: a;
ine as much curve to the lezfther at the mbtcglﬁ) Sk
m:y Le possible; though this, at the bc;st],l\{) i e
great deal.  Such curve, ho\.ve\'cr, as sha chg‘;‘i e
this way, will be highly scr\'xcc:l_bl?, and m;:c p : g)w-
dite the after process. When this is done, t ebc g
front, or series of fronts, are {o be done so by
wise, and then the blocking may commence. -
“ On beginuing to block, the curve of t.hle 11.'('m )
to be taken in the right hand, and placcf (ucc‘y
over the curve of the block; then the two cor:;crs
are to be forced with the fingers a< far out as(l lty;'
wssibly can be got, and next slightly pincere ouh
and tacked down, at or ncar the block corucrs,.casl l
corvr with two or more tacks, as may be seen i ¢
‘rene cking. _
: !?‘“’Ll!;n? li(;xstru;ncnts cr tools to be usr.:d are, besuics
{l:e pincers, only two :—one is a sort of \\'Ot')den 1}';\ P
with rounded back, made often .hy the workman nn‘-
«lf, the teeth blunt, and standing at abusxt a quart;‘r
o an inch from each other; the woud of a fine, snl](.)a;t 5
«nid Lard description, and the l.cngm ?f the tolo a :)-
wether being from fourteen to sixteen m.chcs, t xgdr(:ltip
;\u'lion extending to about ten inches in the mi - e,
and the two untoothed ends used as.thc ]m:ll is.
Sometimes, also, a circular not-chcd stxcli, :]Imueb{
the turner, is preferred by certain blOCkCl.\,' ll(: %) t
believe the other kind is thought the best by ;l e esa
workmen, the top portion gerving occ:.lsul)]n'a y“?:l )
slecking, or what in the trade is technically ca
ey E . .
lo,".‘l'[‘l!\f,t‘)thcr tool or instrument, is the blockmg-xr;m
or blocking-krnife, with a heavy decp handle, the
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whole width of the hand, and cased at each end with
a plate of steel, to serve as a hamnmer in striking in
the tacks, it being no matter how the tool in the
hurry of work may be taken up, each end equally
rerving the purpose; the knife or under part is of 3
blunt edge, and in depth about two inches, and near
upon four inches wide, with rounded corners.
* The working bench of the French blocker ought
also to be described: this rises a little above his
knees as he sits at work, and upon it he keeps his
tacks, pincers, wooden rasp, and blocking-knife; it
has a sort of front ledge, between two and three
inches in height, nailed or otherwise fastened on, at
about the seme distance from the near edge of the
bench itself, against which the workman lays his
block for a support, in the various necessary direc-
tions, the purchase or hold he thus gets over it giv.
ing him a much greater power in the use of the efick
Just described, than otherwise he could command.
“ With these tools, then, and being thus piaced
before this kind of bench, the blocker may proceed.
He has already fastened his corners, after which, by
the action of Lis fingers, he may ease and work back
the leatlier on both sides the block as well as he can,
using occasionally his knife or his rasp, though yet
to no great effect; two tucks at each side the vamy,
at its fullest part, may then be put in, and next, ajter
a little more working of the rasp or knife, one tack
at eack side, above the turn on the leg; the top of
the frent is now to be drawn up to its proper extent
(which practice will better teach than any description’,
and then at both sides tacked, as also with one tack
at the middle or fold, or one tack at each side fhe
fold ; the latter the preferable, as bLeing the firmer
method.
“ The front being thus, in these different places,
temporarily sccurcd, namely—at the corners, the foot,
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1 the top—the wrinklings or foldings of t]&e ggl:&
a'nl(l\' yursy leather are next to bc' conquere t -
o } is that the rasp is brought into efficient op :
now .‘ being taken between the two han(!s, an]d p{)«issi
30::':1“':11«15 and crossways on .cach side t 1;] (')gt (;
bou'uin«r confining, and flattening t!le wxf'.u:l ess t,lick
:;nilcl? ’dimensions, the higher portion o b{: 2 ove;
i\-h‘ure are no notches, to be occasxonallly tru o s
k at its front angle, to keep the
tealmg the Mo The blocking-knife is
i here level and clear. e blocking .
ifaxt-]tut; be cmployed, to force these wrinkles to their
. i tion.
utmost, or entirely from observa o M,
mr‘o':l’uch art am{ care, however, are requ;rttag in :il;e
working of this tool, asd i{]);luzi-:‘ng to ?38 1;)“01;1 (}) in-
i rfectd f oo ocking. g 5
s T ke the pane or flattened
- -, for this purpose, take the pane or
e ] d force each wrinkle heed-
nd of our hammers, and force es ¢
‘lcn:dv in a direct line to the position of the lworl;u:g
lr.n.xll'—-cithcr across, above the turn, from the aiffht
h; the ¢ides, or downwards, ]l:elow thtehlluarlx:),n ;" ght
tacks we pu
towards the toe, and to the we :
lc.:wcr part of the block ;—but l’i}}-i r;‘xicé?lctlilc&olg:;
liscovered the better system. he Fzen gLxel
i'fJ‘tlin" the edge of the block tol his .p(l‘l;s();;dasuiz ltx(()r;
ihis ] 2 the righ
lis knees, and the foot to ght av )
(1,)1-1)11 bto\ the ’lcft, pressing in\vm'dsr to h[lls sn;ie; ):m',u:g
s ins with his Lknife at the fura, <
the first place, begins with his ; : :
forcing Fhe wrinkles in a sweeping (l):s conli:“::;(:
femicirenlar  direction, pincers and t:}c B s
edzes as he proceeds, for the space ((1) g Eare
inéhes; then turning the block., he_' }(1)03) i, Sme
1y the other side. He next begins wit likeo Wirmklse o
on the foot or vamp portion, g{nrllg T e
curvine direction to the action of his hand, e
ing at { d making the sweep of abou
ing at the turn an g D b loath
inches in extent, less or more, accor ngd e sth
of the foot of the block. In no case does be p
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the wrinkles right down the foot, and only makes yg
of the tool in forcing right across the foot when the
wrinkles have disappeared, and he is about o pincer
the lower portion of the vamp leather to its utmeg
extent. ‘

“ There is another operation which he performs ip
his blocking, that is never practised in England, ang
which, besides, is of the most positive utility, Before
the blocking of the leg and foot parts be enfirely
finished, he draws his foot tacks; and taking the
leather at the extreme end in his pincers, there forces
it over the toe at his utmost power : the effect of this
being, that when the front comes to be taken off
the block, the high state of tension jt has been put
through will give it, on being pulled back, that
extraordinary degree of tightness at the turn, which
i so very remarkable a feature in the superior cha-
racter of the French to the English blocking; and
which also, even through the making and the wear-
ing, it uniformly is observed to retain, conferring
at once a beauty and a perfection of the most neces.
sary description.

“1It is ncedless, I think, to amplify more on this
matter, or to tell here of such simple things as all
should, at the least, be already well aware of, namely
—that in blocking, the tacks should be put in regu-
larly, each tack as opposite to its fellow-tack on the
opposing side, as may be possible ; and that all soft,
flabby, or foul leather, should be carefully drawn out,
cven to the top; that in cuts opcning out at the
edges to the eyes of the blocker in the time of his

occupation, he should make it his endeavour to do
the best by these he can, helping the good leather as
far as he may over to the side of the damage, so that,
in the cutting out of the boot, these blemishes may
be taken away. It secms to be ncedless 1o state these
matters, or to caution about them, though one direc-
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ine of considerable value. This
o I mus':l:clgdt?lse b‘l:)l:c;’t-(lzrom is biockcd‘ as before
is, tl[ut d“ and yet in its wet state, a por.txon of that
dcscrl})e r’e'\qe called dubbing, should be, in all cas:ts:
' odg 1c;1; the sides of the foot or vamp pif H
oo chgdubbing as may be boughi.; at our (;,u;-
b_u : - oltl suq raw and innutritious as it is; but du &
plors & ((;[L;_ om a mixture of the best tallow fat an
bing: uace Xx ticle which, I have been told by a
giod. oil, g B d with one of the most exten-
rson closely connected witl Sl o Desan
I arier's establishments in Paris, is a ¢
sive ClslllC.Odu(;-tion st ‘the drcssin;l', of that supe-
t? |l}cl 125 and so,ftncss in the Frcnch- leather (;]\er
1.1'01' lll“_';:‘.' and if so, or even but partmlly.'s_o,l Cz:v;
f:;:nrnc?xlabl’c it is that a remedy of sucll; utlrl:;:ll rar;k
ghould so culpably be 0'-'(’r100k‘§da ourd lin t(l;e Wi,
stutffiug ovzing out at the b!ockmg, an e il
like were water, and leaving t‘h; I{ICI;: bci:orc e
leather to fret, harden, and pCI‘l; i Oo?lsumcr bt
proper time, not only to the loss of t lfhc emaker him.
to the constant mortification of .thcl: ocasc e ctill
scli—the still Llamed, though in this
innocent party.” (P 36—15.) d untenable in
 Bso i pxenies, WHERe Diathe Sea bservations
controverting the main truths of thcsizz (: i I:‘;enc :
it was, and is still, alleged by somc-; tl;] L Well
have the better and casier \'rrougllt cathe e
and why is this? and canzot lﬂ{l“o‘l‘;mé3 it is their
forced here also?  Again, it is s.au!— ua.rt.iall il
habit to block when the leather is 1n ?l Pthc sjzrxm o7
or uncurried state ;—and cannot We' o et
Doubtless this is an advantage, and y lftdnonot i
so as may be imagined. The Frenc1 ‘ro oo Bete:
do this, but, as the mastcr-shoema “jkehblc L
leather is bought in its complete mfud i)locked i
trenched out as suits the purpuse, .m] siing lately
it is with ourselves. I have scen, too, blocking
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done in London as well as it js possible to do it .
many years ago there was a man in Glasegy ’~hm‘
skil! in the line was of the very first ord?ar;h“ i
perceived the utility, and prided himself in the pe ‘I:' N
ance. When any art whatever is frowned on I:)rI .or;n.
drop into a general neglect, the resuscitation js ("mlsu]e}
1t is not, however, impossible; and to those ]i\'in(:r lt’
any such art, and who thus ought to hLonour it t‘llt'v
resuscitating is a most imperative duty : it i mor¢ i
1S a necessity : others will advantage t.hczmsuli\-cr:olr:'—tTt
telxl'ror, and, in taking away the repute, take al.o :.uv::
e reward. He who minds not his own oven must
expect a diminishing of his loaf, and then a 1i1:;:
mcl.';l. and misery are but indifferent companions, )
e chde:e, formerly we did block—boots with silk
gs were then blocked, a thing at present ny one
might be willing to attempt,  Satin, black, and ul(l:m
colours, were actually turned as leaihcr is ’n‘ow \Cr:
old man of the name of Thomas—old many years
ago, and no doubt long since dead—had .lw)r-n :
?':m."u‘us hand n this way in bis time. He had bcc;
In rrance during the Consulate of Bonaparte, wa.
w'cl(:omcd there. and when he came back \\I'):;s siill as
“-elcomc here. Tle way I remember he said (his
was done, was as follows: The silk or sain had a
lining of Soft sheep-skin, blocked first : this awas then
ceated with a di;h'cate glue or paste,’ and the satia
¥ ; or cutting out, the silk was turued
:,].mk ]ﬁom the edges, and the lining cut as required,
the thread remnant being left to be drawn to the
inside, and closed in by the closer, as a sccurily
:g:rl:st "It‘;u :stﬂbcrwards ravelling or breaking from the
wnd these Hits be Gegial.) > * 1 VOB <€
0 going over this article on blockin , 1 find
:oft‘(l;‘l:g s::id of the Wellington half_front, th%ugh 1now
words may be added. It is usually blocked

et {|
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on the Wellington block, but a shorter one would be
more convenier:t and better. The manner of blocking
these fronts in England is in gencral even more de-
fective than in blocking the whole front-~—more foul
leather gets about the neck, the ncck not being kept
up. With the short front block this can be helped;
the neck can be tacked up over the top of this, and
thus the length kept from running down. Vhen so
much loose leather is let fall into so short a space
the cvil must be great, and is so, our footed boots
cenerally Jiscovering more bagginess about the heel
than our new ones.

I may also subjoin a few words on the blocking of
the patent-tongue or vamp for the dress Wellington.
This is somewhat ditficult to do; and is effected on a
sort of half or tongue-front, designed for the pur-
pose, as in the last instance. The leather at the
neck or turn is, in the first place, to be delicately and
thickly elit with the knife, then being wetted, to give
as much freedom as possible, the vamp is to be care-
fully placed, tacked, and wrought over the block, till
the greatest smoothness is given to it at the turning
part, though at the best some slight wrinkles may be
still obgervable. To turn these vamps of vamished
lcather is accounted a great difficulty in almost all
country places, and in consequence the leather-seller
gets them generally prepared from the larger houses
lic deals with as a help to Lis customers, though, as
may be supposed, the service costs dear enough.,

A Vocking mackive has been lately introduced
into London by a French inventor, who had been a
master-shocmaker in Grenoble, but has since esta-
Ilished himself in Paris in this new line of business,
aud has now opened a branch of the same in the
neighbourhood of Regent-street. For the machine
he charges £70. It looks simple. Two upright
supporters standing some six feet, and measuring

E
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from side to side about two and a half, holds two
perpendicular cast metal planes, through the Opening
between which a thin sliding block of brass presses
down, worked by a hand crank, the leather being
placed over the entrance, and the descending force
carrying it through. As the sliding block bears the
usual curved form of the common wooden one, clos-
ing evenly over the lower frame, it thence is passed
downwards in the nipping groove, and thus the leather
being spread over and bedded round it, the necess
curve is transferred to it. The block with the leather
attached having passed through, it is slipped out by
the hand from below, and if requisite can be put
through again, as is sometimes the case, when the
leather is of stubborn nature. To give, however, the
workman-like finish, the front, before it drics, is
afterwards put on the wooden block, and there tacked
down at the corners, and cleancd off with a ¢hining
size. I am informed that two men working at a
machine of this sort can execute as much labour as
eight or ten men employed in the usual way—the
one wetting and putting the leather through the com-
pressing process, and the other finishing off. Mr.
Simon, the inventor, Lias ret his prices at 7d. per
pair for pairs given in singly, and at 5s. the dozen.
This rate, however, will, no doubt, soon come down.
An Englishman in the same ncighbourhood has put
up an opposing machine, though of much similarity,
and as the work when done proves satisfactory, and
the trade patronizes, others will start, and probably
hand-blocking in all large places be wholly set aside.

The excellence, however, which has been claimed
for this machine, is yet unestablished; and I have
doubts whether this sort of working can ever be made
to equal that done by the hand ; though, as a means of
a great saving of labour, and that of a disagreeable
kind, it deserves a fair and patient trial.

TH& BHOEMAKKR. - 62

V.—THE MAN'S BOOT.—MEASURING FOR,
AND CUTTING OUT.

MEASURING FOR TIE BOOT—THE TERM CLICKER,
AND OF CLICKING — CUTTING THE WELLING-
10N — HESSIAN — CLARENCE —CROSS-TONGUE —
DRESS WELLINGTON — OPERA — TOP-BOOT — MI-
LITARY, HOLDERNESS, AND THXEE-QUARTER—
NEW-TONGUE.

The inatter again claiming notice is deserving of
the utmost attention. The Boot is an expensive arti-
cle—the material and workmanship coming high; many
will never venture to make it ; many cannot make it 3
while, again, many of those who both venture and
mike, kuow little of the perfection it requires aud can
be made to receive.

At present we are emphatically a beoted people ;
so are the French and the Americans: the fashion
goos onward with the great progress of civilization ;
it is, as it were, its very eign. Ilomer has applied
to his own far-famous countrymen the epithet of the
well-looted Greeks, a somewhat singular coincidence
at first sicht, though doubtlessly Le meant no more than
sume sort of stiff leg-covering us a protection necessary
to the warriors of whom be sang, and bearing no like-
ness to the eay delicate boot of later times. The fame
of the English in this way is not, iowever, altogether
new ; though from what the present generation must
have observed, since the introduction of the Welling-
ton, it may seem otherwise. We were, it appears, a

Looted people before, or at least were so considered.
“I will amaze my countrymen,” said Gondemar,
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Spanish ambassador to the court of James L, “by
letting them know on my return, that all London is
booted, and apparently ready to walk out of town.”
What a pleasantly put and gratifying picce of en-
comium was this. He -might as well have told the
wonarch he spoke to, that his subjects were all gen-
tlemen ; but he said as much, and better, as it was,
The reflection certainly is curious: the old poet's
heroes were booted, and the hero of Waterloo has
given as proud a distinction to our own boot. But,
then, people in past days, when they had their boots on,
were thouglit to look prepared for a journey; whereas
at present the boot is almost as domestic a thing as
the slipper. We go to the ball-room in it, the theatre,
the houses of parliament, and even Royalty itself is
approached in the boot! TFrom this starting-place
we may, therefore, see its importance, and thus the
more willingly proceed to particulars.

MEASURING FOR THE BOOT.. .

In measuring for the boot a diagram is ncedful.
The following is a human leg, which the artist has
denuded of its stocking, the better to show the pro-
per points; and to save repetition, our gauge muy be
cither for a Wellington, a top-boot, or for a sha
cloth-boot ; as also, under the last head, for a womar's
boot, the only difference here being its more delicate
character, the direction and lines being the same. It
will likewise serve for the shoe of either woma: or
man, and their varicties, the foot being measured for
both shoe and boot in the same way.

When the length of the foot is taken by the size-
stick, the under line @ 4 will mark the manner; when
by a paper or tape-strap, the line ¢ d, going from iicel
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to toc round the foot, will do the same. The first
line e 72 under and over the toes, besides the length,
us direeted, is all that is necessary for a pump, dress-
thee, or lady's slipper.  For a higher vamp thoe, the
uext Iine g % ; for a higher still, the next above that
avain7 & and for a Spencer-tie, the one passing over
the instep 722, In mcasuring for a boot all these are
requived, and the s ~, crossing from the back of the
heel to the turn at the foot. The line up the leg
A €. poing over the aukle, and reaching to what
height the customer may require, will give the boot’s
leugth,  For a W ellington, the under calfline is
generally taken (1); in some cases the next highe-
r2
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(2), as also for a top-boot; the other line (3)
passing round immediately above the calf] is for tle
same kind of boot, many gentlemen requiring the top
to catch in there, at the first inclination of the
ham. The lize ¢ ¢, round the small of the leg, marks
the place of measuring for the man’s cloth, or tle
woman’s boci. For the boot called the Clarence,
reaching a Eitle higher, only a slight difference is
needed, as will be explained when speaking of the
cutting.

All this, it is hoped, is sufficiently cleur : the eye
will at once cbserve the method ; and if enly cure he
taken to carsy the right lines from the figure to the
actual member, the result so far must be certain,
The young trudesman must go on one knee, take the
custer’s fo.t direetly before him, and procced mea-
suring and n:ting, recording in his porket order-hook
with his penc the distances at the respective places,
his tapc-measure showing this; or if using a paper
slip measure, nipping the spot for the ditferent iews,
lest a miss <= slide in the fingers should lead to an
error.  In pleing and holding the measure round the
parts, the saz:e degree of handling ought to be made
use of invarizbly, neither yielding nor catching; nor
should the i:asuver in this ever submit to his cus-
tomer, to tiglion it, or to loosen it, as he may desire;
one way is (1.2 only safe course, and ease or pressure
can aflerwards be given, according as may be sought
or judged the most prudent.

Another aZvice in taking measure may be given;
and which is—to guard against the doulle vanity of o
too great haste to show ability, and a mannered sloth
to be thougk: careful. It is better to be slow and
sure than to risk veputation and your leather; s
again, it is wiser to be actually thirking of wha
you are about, than busied dreaming of what may be
thought of yea. A slight move of the hand, heed-
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lessness of eye, or drowsiness of attention, may occa-
sion drawbacks not at the time to be imagined, and
not easily got over.

THE CLICKER, AND OF CLICKING OR CUTTING.

We now come naturally to the various nice and re-
gponsible operations of the knife, as far as the varie-
tics of the man’s boot are concerned. Having, as it
were, began our practice on the shoe, as already
treated of, this will come in as a middle duty—our
frents blocked, and our other leather beside us—and
when gone through, giving us confidence to turn to
the more delicate wear of the woman,

In London, the class of persons called cutters or
clickers—men’s and womer's—are a numerous body.
A trade dircctory I have seen, attempting to be parti-
calar without knowledge, kas, if I recollect exactly,
-t the amount down as nc¢ more then fifteen, whereas
theiv is scarce a slop in London of any standing or
ciracter whatever but has its clicker~—in some cases,
three or four; nay, in eeriain of the large wholesale
or crder manufacturing ~stablishments, there may be
in one housc as many, if cot more, hands cmployed
than so stated above. 'The term itself, clicker, it may
be intcresting to remark upen. ¢ Clicker, to elick or
cleek,” Baily says in his Dictionary, ¢ as shoemakers
do at their doors.” Hence, therefore, we may guess
the reason of the name—these shopmen being, no
doubht, formerly employed either to cut, clack (from
the French, claguere), or sell, as needed—roliciting
custom from the passers in the street in times when
the most people were abroad, and at other times en-
gaged with the knife or the size-bowl—Day and
Martin's blacking not then being in existence. A
Shoemaker’s clicker or clacker, thus came the name ;
ofitring another among the many instances of the
Strange  adhesive quality of words to things and
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callings outliving the desuetude of by-gone manners,
The shell remains, though the life is vanished, and
where unhappily we forget the burial, we are left but
to conjecture of the species.

Among the clickers in London there has long heen
established a society giving aid in sickness, and a
certain sum to defray the funeral expenscs at the
death of a member. The other objects of this union,
urlike those of the journeymen, have nothing to do
with the wages-worth of the parties united. Each is
at liberty to agree as Le best can, or may choose;
sometimes as the chances of life vary, getting from
two to three pounds per week, and others scarce one
pound. Ability, too, has some effect in this, though
not so much as might be expected, mere address or
assurance often superseding the more valuable qua-
lities,

Another of the useful practices of this society is
that of keeping a record of the wants of its members:
those out of employ have their names set down i a
bock kept for the purpose, and masters applying to
the secretary are by this means often suited. Also,
such advertisements from both town and country en-
pluyers as repeatedly appear in the public papers are,
likewise, through this means, attended to, the partially
out-door position of the clicker, in comparison with
the home-seat worker, leading to much better chances
of a knowledge of theze, than the same system could
effect for the latter. At present, through various
causes which it would be out of one’s province here
to particularize, the journeyman has much of disagrce-
ableness and degradation to bear with in this way;
he goes round from shop to shop, showing as a spe-
cimen of his abilities a piece of work which is seldomw
his own, and the master knowing this, accordingly
treats the applicant with very little respect; and yct,
after all, it is mostly by this means "o at any
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time takes on a fresh band. Thus a sort of twofold evil
is encouraged ; suspicion on the one side breeds an
offcnsive contempt, und duplicity on the other is con-
tinued.

As having relation to this subject, the following
passage may be transcribed from one of Montaigne’s
Essays:—* My whilowe father,” he writes, *“a man
who had no help but from expericnce amd his owne
nature, yet of an unspotted iudzement, hath heretofore
told me, that he desired to bring in this costume, which
is, that in all citics there hould be a certain appointed
place, to which, whosoever should have nced of any
thing, might come and cause his business to be regis-
tered by some officer appointed for that purpose; as
fur example, if any one have pearls to sell, he should
sav, I seck to sell some pearls: such a man would
faiin have a companie to travell to Paris ; such a one
enquireth for a servant of this or that qualitie; such a
one ~ecketh for a master; another, a workman ; some
this, some that ; every onc as he needed.” (ZFVorio’s
Truns., London, 1613, p. 111.) This at present in
Paris is exactly doze for the shoemaker—a hurcau as
thus recommended is there instiiuted ; the officer who
hax the direction being supported through the means
of the small fees paid by those to whom hLe gives the
address of such employers as may want to employ,
and vho almost invariably make their engagements
through this source.

Having often thought of the evil here noticed in
the absence of such an institution amongst ourselves,
and now thrown out this hint of a remedy, it may be
Jroper, moreover, to streugthen the recommendation
by the remark, that I Delieve such a scheme would
be most welcome to every well-meaning employer—
those who would fain look upon man as a man, no
matler on what step of the Iadder of life he may be
Placed, the one nearest the ground, or on any other.
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Besides, if it has worked and still works reputally
for the clickers of both the old and new societics
—for there are two of them—why may it not be tricd
for the seats-man ? for, really, what can be more try-
ing and painful to a worthy and sensitive mind than
the trick of carrying a new-made shoe or hoot, or a
closed boot-leg, from shop to shop, through a whole
district of streets, still hopelessly asking for work, and
still on being questioned telling the specimen he
shows is his own, though the individual he solicits
sneers and believes it not. It is a custom, but a bad
one; and thinking it but right to expose it, and make
these observafions, I have done so; and should be
glad they night induce to something more worthy.
The trade altogether might be in many a way im.
proved ; but as it is more my present obligation to
give sinew than rurface, the tool to labour with
rather than the gild to set off, I must now keep aguin
to my more immediate purpose, and proceed threugh
the science of cutting. The reader, however, though
using this term, should be told even mnow that there
is nothing ostensibly arbitrary in this so-called sci-
ence; and, indced, here is the chief difficulty con-
nected with every branch of the shoemaker's art. It
can, in no one particular, to use a plain phrase, b
compassed and squared ; as a whole, it may rubmit
to some general proportions, but in the ever shifting-
ness of its parts, the manner of adapting or working
out these, is quite another affair. Hence the folly
and even mischief of those skeleton teachers, who
go about the country with their prepared patterns—
things wLich may look but cannot reason, showing &
door but giving no way of entrance. I remember
when a youth being so disappointed. In the Painted
Hall at Greenwich, on the left as you enter, there is
a sort of vision trap. You &ce, as you think, a dvor-
way, and the light coming through the glass casement
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above as from the open air: a key hangs from a nail ;
the spot on the door round the key-hole has been
roughened as it were by the repeated rubs it received
in the iron searching for the hole. Nothing is more
plain—you conceive you neighbour upon a garden,
stand, gaze, and wish; and thus enamoured into cer-
tainty, the complaisant door-keeper bids you go. You
do so; enatch the key hastily from its hanging, put it
—but where? there is no admittance; it is only after
all a thing of paint, of appearance. The same by
these science teachers; with a few battered rags,
wrought to a pulp, pressed, and bleached into a half-
peanyworth of paper, they will form you a something
which will neither alter to your measure, nor assort
vith your leather; and then, should it be questioned
as to the dilemma, it can say nothing, the seller is
gone and his tongue with him.  The reader, there-
fore, having this caution, must not expect to be quali-
fied by this easy eve-knowledge. But of this I shall
soon further explain,

CUTTING THE WELLINGION.

The following is a Wellington front and back, the
first as it comes from the block, flattened a little ; and
the latter, stretched, and folded for the knife, the
cpen form of both being shown in the diagram of
trencking, p- 26.

The measure of the boot we are now about to cut,
we will suppose to run thus: Instep 9% ; Heel 1235
Calf 141." The length of foot may either be taken as
a sixcs or sevens, a matter of little consequence, the
!ca.lher of the vamp not being trenched to such nicety;
it is better left long enough, the blocking in cases
leading to considerable differences.

The marks along the bottom will define the up-
Pesed cutting for the last; those up the side edges for
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the le micasure. The way we proceed is this. We
lock out our last in the first case, and try our vaup
to it, sceing what is to spare, or if it may be deficient.
If any thing to sparc, by pressing the leather inour
hand round the wood we notice it, and with our knitc
take it off on the board. We cut in the sume way the
under part of the back to suit with this. The foul
tack edges of the front are then cleared away, f_?'l\'mg
as near as possible the form the whole side is de-
signed to exhibit. The back is now drawn forward
in its upright position, the mcasure put aslant the
heel, @ a, at about a quarter of an’ inch from the bot-
tom of the back; then direct across, b b, from fuld to
fold, where the hecl of the wearer, in going on (l)l'r
coming back, has its passage. The width of the call,
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¢ ¢, is then observed, and the lines d drawn down-
wards, and cuttings made in the direction. The su-
perfluities of the front and back being thus cleared
from the rest, both portions can now be brought
more readily together, the swelling parts towards the
middle touching, and the top and lower parts reced-
ing considerably.

The mcasure is now again applied, first to one part
and so on, and if any portions are yet to come off,
they are so cut. When the back is blocked, as has
already been noticed under the head blocking (p. 44),
the appearance will not exactly be the same as with
the unblocked back, the slight degree of fulness in
the blocked back, as thrown from above the heel up-
words along the fold, leading to a straighter direction
of the sides. After these general instructions, it may
now he more particularly explained how the niweasure
shoull be observed, and the cut of the boot shown in
its propertics and elegance.

The instep, as has been said, is 933 heel 123 ;
call 143, The instep inay be cut to either last or
measure.  Where the boot is to be narrow-waisted,
more lewther will be required than when fuller; this
in the first instance must be allowed. In the one case,
nearly the whel: depth of the instep, that is, about
four inches and a half of leather in the double, will
be required ; while in the other, four inches will do,
or less.  In Frauce, the master seldom meddles
with these parts at all.  The maker there, being his
own closer, in a sort of first lasting, when he has closed
the sides up, and turned his leg, sees how his leather
fuils, and trims it accordingly to the requisite dimen-
flons; and also by this gets a sort of guide for the
fce depth of his feet linings. In England, this op-
Portimity is not allowed, and hence the necessity for the
greater care, so that the maker may have material
€nough to come properly up to his in-secam; while the

F
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lining falls handsomely along the vamp, being neither
too high nor too low. A short angle cut at the under
corner of the front, as marked in the diagram, e, when
the waist is to be hollow, will allow a portion of leather
to be made serviceable in this particular. One thing
however is to be noted, depth is not to be admitted to
the production of another fault. A customer with a
very low instep may require a narrow waist,—in
which case the eye or the immature judgment may
be deceived. To suit such a foot, the leather is
generally over abundant, yet still no more than the
mere positive quantity is to be allowed. Tor in-
stance, should the heel be cut to a too great depth
of vamp, the last when wrought on, though the proper
size across the heel, will have no catch whatever over
the instep, and thus both difficulty and mischief be
produced, The maker has to wet, strain, and rub
down the too much leather—as also to drop unduly
and injuriously the seat of his last deeper wip the
counter, and thus in all ways have trouble aud jre-
ceed in error. It is here also the linings are made o
suffer, perhaps nearly all to be sewed away. Desides,
the buot when made will now be too much straighteed
in the heel—sit badiy, be difficult or impossible to get
on. This caution, if recollected and attended to, will
be useful.—Now of the leg again. )

In cutting to the hecl measure, I should advise as
a gencral principle, that the measure be exactly
abided by, taking vour line from the instep angzle toa
little above the bottom of the back part of thv bach.
Where the blocking of the front has becn louse, the
cut may be tightened; as also where the leather is
very tender, or strong and ungainly, a greatcr allow-
ance is to be made. Cutting above the heel, & 0. fora
stout boot, or for some wearers, the whole extnt of
the heel measure may be given; while, again, for
light boot, with well-conditioned lively back, and
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where the customer wants and likes a stran, a boot
may go on ard come off again if cut from half an
inch to an inch under the measure. Likewise, where
the instep is high, a boot will go on with a less extent
than where the instep is low, the heel of one person
Leing as long as the other.

The calf is to be cut exactly as measured for; and
the length, with the allowance of about half an inch
for tle loss occasioned by the maker in sewing in.
The inward inclining portions, d d, in both front and
back, downwards from the direct heel measure, nced
likewise an observation. The front, as will be per-
ceived, has a little more of this than the back. The
cuiting the boot so, gives as well beauty as perfec-
ticn. It fits and holds neat and handsomely round the
ariJe parts when on, and will not bag, look ugly, and
Lurt there, which, without this espedient, the manu-
factare of the uninformed tradesman is sure to do.

Another rematk may be added. The back in its
vidth from fold to edge upward, should always have
a slicht advantzge over the front so seen; and at bot-
lem should be continued so that the seam may be
wrought in about the commencement of the heel. 1t
Feeps its place, and looks better this way. With the
injudicions short hieels, however, which some cus-
tomers require, the proportion of beauty gets endan-
aured should this rule be strictly followed; under
fuch a nccessity the seam may come beyond the heel,
In the Wellington boot, the scam when properly
directed, will afways appear to run up and down in a
straicht line, They who curve in the back more than
the ront in cutting, can never get this; therefore
when the edge of the front has received its proper form,
tmay not be amiss for those whose eye may not be
Suﬁcicntly faithful, or who are doubtful for want of
Prectice, to place the front on the back to act as a
tort of guide. The little necessary difference they
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will afterwards easily know how to make. Another
remark. As front is cut over front, and back over back,
there must be much carefulness practised inkeepingthe
line of evenness. I have oftentimes known great dif.
ferences between boot and boot through heedlessness
in this particular—one to go on, and the other to re.
fuse. This disappointment, too, may sometimes lie
with the customer—his legs and feet may be of u dif.
ferent size.

The reader now who has followed me so far may
be reminded, in his retrospect of much of these in.
structions, of what already has been said of tl:c utter
impossibility of mere patterns being of such service as
is needful even to the most confined scope of practice,
They are indeed a harm instead of a good. Like Jaws
too harsh to be obeyed, and yet sanctioned in their
immutability, they more distress than benefitz cttempt
to conform, and we find it impossible; nature canot
yicld to them nor will they yield to nature; anl fo
with less things. Out of matters having scarcely wny
generalities, we indolently generalize a ecicuce, it
being easier to go round and round ina circuit of
heedlessness, than to be put to the painsof searci.ingout
the sharp and lurking dcfects. Even in preparing the
inward leathers of the boot-leg, there can b= no g
neral rule ; some wearcrs will need a very stifi’ comnter;
others, a much more yiclding one; some a L ene,
others a low one. The same by the linins—ti.c sune
in every thing. The shoemaker must think an ! prac-
tise, and practise and think. With certain directing
ideas, a comparing head, and stezdy hand, he may g
on, vary, and succeed ; but wanting these, he can he
no more, no matter how sharp his knife, ther a mere
spoiler of leather,
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TIIE HESSIAN,

i a sense, biing parent to the Wellington, requires

very little notice: give the latter a stiff and some-

what swelling back, a different form of top, a tas-
gcl, and see it put over a tight pantaloon, and you have
the Iessian. This boot is so seldom seen at pre-
eent, that whea ordered of any of the less experienced
in the trade, they hardly know how to proceed, their
chief apprehezsion being about the top. These tops
fall from a rising twofold peak, at the head of a slit
or piche over the shin-bone, and in their day of fashion
hal consideratle variety ; as aleo had the tassels which
hung danglinz from the root of this niche. Before rights
and lefts ca=z in demand, the slit and style of top
were cut on the centre of the front, and as the half
width of a =an's leg outward to the shin-bone is
ercater than that inward, this manner of cutting led
to an inclegaz-e, the niche and the part it should fall
upon not assc-ting.  Nor in the straight-footed boot
could this be r=medied. With the right and left, how-
ever, the thizs was soon altered.  One side was then
temporarily bent against its fellow side, a little less
inward, the ziche made, and the sweep given, by
which, when on the leg of the wearer, the niche not
only fell in tL: right place, but the two rounded tops
had exactly tie same appearance. These tops were
generally bozad round with a silk cord, the employ-
ment of wowzn, which paid extremely well,—and for
particular oc-asions, they were sometimes decorated
with gold or sdver fringe.  Another method was what
was called e ting and stitching, for which the closer
received an z1ditional two shillings a pair—the welt
beiuz o thin strip of leather closed through to the top,
the loose edge placed between the lining, and a row
of stabbing pzssed round.
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This boot we may expect to come into use again,
when some fashion-former of the day, having a fine
calf and thigh, and wishing to keep them in sight of
the world, will cast away the loose trowsers, and, if
he must wear boots, wear only such as will show the
fair proportion of hislimbs. 'We may further observe,
that the boot thus spoken of as having pretensions
to the chances of a revival, has, in its general form,
a much older date than that of the Hessian of the
close of the seventeenth century. The same out.
ward character may be detected in the representa.
tions of the ancient costume of the Phrygians; and,
again, in Brown’s Travels, some hundred and
years ago, 1 find it on the figure of a noble Hungarian;
and hence probably its introduction into Austria and
Germany in general. Just before the death of Byron,
1824, in complaining of Count Gamba's extravaganice,
the Hessian boot is cne of the articles mentioned;
thus showing, and =o lately, its return towards its
LEastern place of birth,

THE CLARENCE BOOT,

The Wellington is, as we have said, a sort of
stunted Iessian, hiding its contraction under the
trowsers ; and the Clarence is still more contracted—
reaching but about cight inches up the leg: fitting
pretty closely to it, and falling-to on one side. Itis
in the vamp Dblocked like the Wellington, or the half-
front next to be mentioned, and the form of trenching
may be referred to, see p. 25, taking the higher line,
the lower being for the half-front. The front and
back of this Dboot, when cut, will have the following
appearance : —(Heel, 12}; leg, 8 high; 9 round)
The inside is turned to the spectator.
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The break in the upright line at about an inch and
three quarters from the bottom, shows where the com-
mencement of the gusset should be—a thin yielding
piece of leather stitched to each side, and from the name
of gusset, as may be guessed, being pointed below and
widening tothe top ; the addition of room gained by this
gussct far the downward and returning passage of the
heel, enabling the boot to be got on und off as easy as
is required, while, when the boot is on, the gusset
drops readily to the leg—the stronger leather closing
i upon it, and thus giving the wearer a feel in the
lew of the prescuce of the article he wears. At first
the sides were laced 5 sometimes kept together by a
Strup, as has been remarked already of the beginning
of the Wellington or Blucher. The Clarence has but
au inditferent repute; is variously pulled on, by the
hands grasping the top, by a strap behind, by straps
ai the sides,—its awkwardness in this particular help-
ing to its discredit. The name, though of royal
aflinity, was, I suspect, purely gratuitous. In the
wardiobe collection sold after the death of the late
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King William, though possessing many sorts of boots
and shoes, there were none of the Clarence kind,

CROSS-TONGUESB

is the name in the trade for old Wellingtons receiving
the under portion of a new front, being at the same
time re-made in the bottoms. The like can be done
for the Hessian, or the Clarence, though the latter
article is seldom henoured with this expenditure
towards its renewal. Footing is another term, and
the one best known to the customer from the sundry
items of his bills; this being the style generally used
in such instances., New vamping, also, ie anotber
name for this job; among the French, * vamnpie.”
The habit of getting boots newly footed, has of late
years become very common; scarcely a gentleman but
at some time or other has them so done, unwill-
ing, as it would appear, to part with a favourite hoot
while they can obtain it a chance of renovation. There
are shops both in London and Paris, whose owners
are entircly ner-footers. being but a more ambitions
cluss of cobblers. A footed boot, howerver, can be gotup
very respectubly ; and while there are in theworld thosc
who can only atlord the less expensive article, it is better
to be employed on this than to have people go bhare-
foot. Those shoemakers, therefore, who so sense-
lessly complain of the great damage done to their
interest since this cut-throat fashion Legan—for o,
in their anger, they emphatically call it—are beside
themselves in sccing no further. Plenty of footed
boots are better than none; and he who usserts
that he would rather stand idle at his board, than
draw his knife across the neck of an old buut,
would, no doubt, if opportunity offered, prove
stronger in words than in sclf-denial. The cmplﬂ)‘ed,
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as a general principle, can never command their own
terms of what they will or will not do; nor should
the young tradesman ever yield himself to this
restive humour while any chance is to be em-
braced by which, in the legitimate way of his business,
he can turn the penny. *‘ Pride that licks the dust,”
as Pope says, is no good to the shoemaker—though
employed on the foot, he must not forget he has a
head.  “ Oh, he would neitber make a shoe, a boy's
boot, nor any of that trash,” as I once heard said of
a celebrated workman in the trade ; and he had his way,
but the world Lad the same; it was too big a foot-
bail te be so contemptuously kicked ; so the kicker
in the end got kicked, from the shop to the work-
Loase, and thence to his grave! Iad the footing of
bout< heen in vogue at the time, no doubt they would
hive been put under the same interdict. It is to be
hoped, however, my rcader will derive benefit as
weli from the application of this anecdote, as by sub-
mitting himself to learn what may be taught towards
thi= hoot-footing 3 and so to teach others.

Anu old boot on being left at the shop to be footed,
has cenerally, as a note of the circumstance, the knife
rin across the front, and is thusthrownby.  This sure
miei el of after recognition. is, netwithstanding, but an
inauivrent expedient to assist anegligent keeper of his
bosis, or a bad memory,  Whea orders are distinctly
duiined, and the old boots marked so as to be known,
this is neither necessary, nor locks well. It may lead
Leside to chagrin and loss. A cut so given heedlessly
at a chance, may be very crooked or too high,
o that when you really want to cut your cross-
tonzue—the new vamp, blocked and ready, will be
found too short at the neck—and hence further delay,
and. perhaps, ultimate disappointraent to the customer.
. Thwe first thing to doin preparing the cross-tongue,
15 to part the scat of the boot from the stitches—

F2
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taking care that the knife does not cut the leather
of the back. The sides, to the height of the
cross-tongue, or a triflc above it, are then to be
ripped up, and then the old vamp can be cleared
away at the line desired. The old back is then to be
stretched down, as also the remaining top portion of
the front. After this, you apply your new front,
cleared across the neck at the height you want; ag
also cut to its proper depth at the instep, as in the
new Wellington. Laying the new half-front thus on
the top of the old front leg part, a mark is made, and,
where marked, you cit off.  After, you try vour hecl
measure, angle wise, and across, and proceed as fr
the new boot.

This in description may seem easy, though in
fact the cutting of the cross-tongue is commonly
very bunglingly performed.  The reasons are these:—
Livery clicker is almost invariably pertinacious in ful-
lowing cut his own system—and here, again, we
discover another proof that this word system or
scicnce can lead to no practical service with the shoe-
maker. A certain clicker may cut out cross-tongues
to bouts, origirally of his own cutting, well enongh;
he knows from habit the lie or bearing of the parts,
and the general form of the front required ; and thes
is at no loss, or rather can secure himself from: error.
Give him, however, and in this sort of job it is rather
common, another person’s cutting to cross-tonzuc,
and, if a man of mere systemn or heedlessness, or
devoid of any original capacity, it is ten to one but
he goes astray : the cross-tongue cut in his own way
may be the wrong way ; it may straighten too much,
or be too loose ; and hence the cause why footed hoots
so seldom yield the satisfaction as to fiz that the new
boot can be made todo, though, as being part of (ke
property of the customer before the new-footing, they
are generally taken and borne with. The cutter,
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tl.erefore, as a matter of course, should expect, look out
for, and be most careful in, his notice of all these pos-
sible differences, and accommodate his skill accord-
ingly. When theold back to be cut is unusually full,
or narrow, or has any other particular deviation, he
also must deviate to work out the proper fit, With
room enough he ray amend, but where there is not, he
canonly follon. 1should also caution him, to look at
the iro backs. I have known the under parts of a
pair of old backs—from a difference in the material,
insufficicnt or uneven stretching, or from the original
fault of cutting—to differ a full inch from each other,
and yet, with the two fronts cut alike, and sent to be
closed, one front gets this additional width of heel
more than the cher—an unpardonable blemish and
blander,  In cuting out the unblocked back for new
beats, the necessizy of good and even stretching may
be scen, and how the imperfection afterwards fells—
the wearing forcizz away the imperfect tightness, and
the Leel swabbinz on the ground —an ugliness which
many may have observed.

Boots, it may b2 added, can be new-footed with the
old heels on, Jeaing also the old insole ; the closer
doing his part br turning the leg as usual ; making
the cross-seam; clsing the sides, partin the clams and
part in his knees. the opposition of the heel leading to
this difficalty, Tze leg done and replaced in its pro-
Per position, is thea to be eiven to the maker. This
Job, however, has no very creditable character when
finished, and is ozly had “recourse to by the lowest-
priced boot-footers, excepting, it may be, where the
boot to be footed is all but new, and then the heel and
the lie of the seat may warrant this labour and leather-
Saving expedient.
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TIIE TONGUE, OR FANCY WELLINGTON,

as belonging in name to a class, may now be slightly
noticed. This Wellington is generally cut with
seams up the sides like the common one. The nature
of the materials cmployed has already been stated in
the first, or Journeyman part of this Treatise.
When the boot has a tongue, it is inserted, some-
times as in the top-boot, next to be described, and
closed in with an inside seam ; the varnished or shining
leather used for the tongue, and the grain morocco
for the leg, forbidding the outside seam. In other
cases, the tongue is cut as usual, and stabbed on.
This is the most general and securest way. The form of
the tongue, and the position or hang of a tongue-boot-
leg, will be scen under the Top Boot, and need not be
here written upon, or an outline be given.  The reader
will only have to suppose a shorter leg attached in the
present case, as a longer one will be inthe other. With
the tongue added as a substitute for or to give the
dircetion of the blocked front, the fancy and comiaon
Wellington are cut exactly alike. 'The fine, bright,
elastic-conted leather, known as the patent or varnish,
is the chicf difficulty in this boot : it has neither any
oiled softness, nor much substance, and hence the
nccessity of a mice skill to give it every pussible
chance of bearing with the stitching, working, and
pulling on and off, not to mention the wear. Lo ilp
against its weak capability in this way, the vamyp is
mostly made to take an inside lining, hemmed some-
times over the inside scam, and, where the tongue 18
stitched on, either sccured with it, or is otherwise
fastened to the leg edges, going under the tongue.
The vamp for this boot has to be put through a sort
of Dblocking, as already described. The tongu¢
blocked and cut, and the fronts and backs cul like-
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wise, the height of the counter is to be holed for on the
Lacks—this counter being of the same material as the
vanip, placed outside, and kept by the closer in
a range with the aukle-sweep of the tongue. The
tizht firmness of quality, and neat fitting of the inside
counter, or stiffener, is also a conjoint duty of employer
and closer. The first should know, and always give,
what is proper; and the other be as particular of this
puint in his workmanship.

In France, where the closing in general is eo in-
ferior to what it is in Iingland, the dress or patent.
fronted Wellington is often without a tongue, the
vamp being merely stabbed round as in a goloshe
cover; their boots of this description having thus nei-
ther the grace nor the finish of ours. In some shops
in London this boot, though having a tongue, has no
gitde-seam — the outside counter running up at its
midille in a back-strap, and there being pasted over
the joining of the back of the leg, it is stitched through
to the leg, as the tougue is stitched.

TIIL OPERA BOOT,

is another dress Wellington, with a soft doe skin or
chamois leather leg, eoloured and rubbed up to look
like black cloth. The foot part has the vamp and
quarters of a shoe stabbed on it; the boot being
infended to carry the appearance of shoe and stock-

ing. No more detail is nceded.

TIIE TOP-BOOT.

Inone of the accurately descriptive tales in Cham-
bers's Journal, an account is given of the former as-
cendaney of the top-boot, as also of its after fall into
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comparative disuse. The top-boot has, notwithsta),d.
Ing, as being the most carefully perfected and skilled
article in the whole trade, the fullest claim upon the
attention of the learner. It is still, besides, occasion.
ally in demand, and as he may be called to get it up
it is only proper he should make himself acquainted
with the right way to proceed.

The wishes of the cusctomer, or the best adoplin'n°
of materials to such purpose as that customer requires
will guide, in the first place, to make a proper choice
of legs, vamp leather, and all the other requisites of
the top-boot. ~ The vamp is commonly of a much
stouter leather than the leg. ITaving then chisen
such legs, &c., as may be needed,” we are now, !l.cre.
forc, to begin to prepare them for the knife ; and here
it is material, before going any further, to have a pro-
perly formed pattern by which we are to trench the

~vamp out of the skin, as the neglect of this may in
many ways (either by an unnecessary waste of leather,
or by an undue contraction of those parts of the vamp
that join with the counter, or are to fall into the waist
of the last at the end of the heel) prove very injurious,
as well to the beauty as to the right fit of the boot.
The vamp pattern for all medium feet ought to bear
somewhat of this general appearance when doutid.

~
~——
~~~~~~
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When laid along the side of the last, the vamp or

e
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sattern should extend from where the corner of the
\cel may be supposed to end, to nearly two sizes
vefore the toe. Should the instep be higher than
usual, a greater depth wili be wanted across the wider
portion; or, if lower, the under part is to take 2 more
straightened direction; for if these precautions be not
taken early, the beot will either have to be cut as #2
can, too tight for the last, or be so uncomfortably
hich at the neck of the instep, that it will be beyond
the power of the maker, as he attempts to get the
lcather down, to keep the leg from falling along the
ankle-scams into at once injurious and unscemly puffs
and Dlisters ; the range, too, displaced, and the live-
lizess of the draft gone. In all descriptions of shoe-
making, it ought to be an indispensable rule, that
leather should never be forced beyond its ratural
ponwer of endurance, or permitted to lie in rolls or
loosely about any portion of the foot. The first will
be the cause of a hurried cracking; and the second,
beside the clumsiness of the thing itsclf, by giving
the wearer too much room in certain pats, renders
Lim liable to run over the edges of the heel or =ole in
these parts long before he would otherwise do so.
The outline of the vamp being thus an object of
altention, we are in the rext place to stretch it, and
alterwards to furn it—that is, by means of an iron or
copper plate, such as is used at Hoby's, and other
large establishments ; or by a cord, to give the tongue
such curvature as is requisite to run up into the shin
of the leg. Such a plate is about eight inches long,
aud an inch-and-a-half in depth; it is fastened on the
counter or some other board, and by drawing the
leather (which should be first wetted along the neck
or tongue part, and partially niched there) over it,
and staying it down with tacks, the proceeding is at
once accomplished. The simpler and older way of
effccling the same purpose by the cord, can be made
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answer fully as well. You take a cord or narrow
strip of leather, it matters not, and tacking one end
of it lengthwise on your board, draw it tetween your
wetted and doubled vamp, and then, afler making fast
the bottom and corners of your vamp, p:tch or cut g
piece out at the neck or turn in the for= of an egg,
as marked in the diagram, and force y=ur cord u;.’
ward against the tongue to get the necessary curve,
working the while with the pane-end cr face of your
haminer, to remove the wrinkles as th:y arise, and
give more freedom to the lie of the leath=.

The vamps turned, they are now to = left to dry
a little, before they are taken from their ;'ace, and in
the interim you may proceed to trench ¢=: and stretch
(if you have nut done so alrcady) your beck-straps, a3
also to ctretch and put your legs in cader.  Nome
kuowledge of what you are about is pars:ularly necd-
ful in the latter instance, for here, eve= in the rude
character of the leg, you are to have an assured fore-
sight of what is to be.

As there is a certain draft or degres of elasticity
wrought into the cross way of all legs intz=ded fur top-
boots, so it is essential to be careful how we deal with
this draft, ncither, as I have seen done. atting it he
wholly taken out with the pincers, nor x:t are we t
begin io cut without any stretching whatsver.  There
is a valuable medium in most things, == so in this,
If we stretch the leg too much, aud at e sanie time
attempt to fit closely to the heel and rous? the ankles,
the perfection of a well-cut boot, it is t:a to one but
the Leel, when the purchaser is trying ca bis boots,
will burst open the Jeg near the seam az the bottom
of the back-straps, a disaster which at lezst takes full
one-half from the value of the article. And, on the
other hand, should we make no applicati:a of the pin-
cers, we spoil the boot in another way; e sweeping
seam which runs from the turn of the tezzue along to
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the back of the heel, being made as well on the vamp
and back-straps, which are not the least clastic, as on
the leg, tends still more to confine the leg, and, as a
consequence, the forcing down of the foot through a
new boot, which should always go on with a somewhat
tight pull, strains rudely the draft portion of the leg
from its fair position, and throws it into a long ungrace-
ful pipe along the quarters, and for which there can
be no real remedy, every day’s wear, no matter how
we rub in and tree the boot, having the effect of still
more enlarging and hardening the foul excrescence,
We must guard against these resulls by the aid of a
proper discretion ; taking care always by an observ-
ance of the draft which has beer: put into the leg, as
may be seen by the dark figures which the currier has
put apen the grair, and the Iength of the heel we are
cutting for, to make a right approximation of the two.
We are, besides, after folding the leg into its double
form, 2aud gently tapping or rubbing it down at the edge
of thix fuld, to apply the piucers evenly and somewhat
stronzly to both top and bottom, till it lies completely
flat wain on the baurd ; and likewise, by drawing it at
the 2ot top and frout bottom a little outwards from
its porpendicularity, give the middle part a slight in-
ward irclination, the better to fit it to begin cutting
upon.

Yeur vamp, back-strap, and leg, being so far rerdy,
you ark on your vamp with the back of your knife,
or. if you use the round knife, with some other blunt
edge, the form in which you would have the tongue
appear: and as this is matter of taste rather than prin-
ciple, I have set down for your choice some few spe-
cimens of these forms, the first not unlike that so long
m fashion at Mr, Hoby's, and the others aspiring to a
ore modern elegance.
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I will take the sexond of these illustrations, and
proceed with my description.

The tongue—for we now no longer call it a vamp—
being marked as has been said, is not to be cut im-
mediately, except in = partial way at the side-scaws,
but laid on the leg al.ng with the back-strap or coun-
ter, when the three plcces will have the appezrunce
as seen in he next page, the inner and more regular
line showing the cntire scheme, from the tongue to the
range ; that part of tk2 mark running across the ankle
being called the range.

The bearing of the whole may thus be satisfactorily
traced. The top of the leg somewhat inclines over
the break or neck belcw, there is no out-jutting down
the front, thetongue azd range appear to have a uniform
purpose, and the back of the heel, when the boot is
closed and lasted, wiil sit closely in, but not abruptly
80. There is to be tzken about half an inch from the
back under portion of the leg, as is seen at the
mark A, and also vp the back length of the leg
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,'.I‘»f‘ a piece is to Lie cut off according to measure, and
likewise from along the top of the leg (C). This out-
!mc is necessary to trace before a single cut is made
mio the leather; if we except such piece as may be
taken rom the under part of the back-strap counter,
as a guide in that place to our cross-heel measure. In
Proceeding thus we are in no danger, while, on the
contrary, by beginning to clip and pare as some are in
the habit of doing, before they are fully aware of the
effect. of the whole, irremediable mischief may be
Perpetrated.

After this we may begin to cut, first the tongue,
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and next the duplicate to make the pair, and then the
back-straps ; making, if we think proper, such slizit
deviations {rom the marks as may be thought to afford
a better or more graceful turn to the whole.

Having pleased ourselves, and accomplished our
purpose so far, we are next to lay our tongue azi
back-strap again on the leg, and by putting these zs
before, in a right position, we are now to take 2 blunt
awl, or some other such instrument, and drawing this
down and round from the top of the tongue to withiz
about an inch of the vamp side-seam, mark where
the incision is to be made for taking out the leg-piece
toreceive the seam of the tongue. L'his piece taken ot
(as also the form given where the linings are to b2
joined, as indicated at ) and the tongue put up acuizst
the fresh cut edges, the back-strap is laid ever. juinicz
the vamp side-seam piece, and a mark drawn now ale: 2
the remainder of the range, and where the closer is o
lay on his back-strap in his closing. It is necessary
also to muke another mark, or pierce with the awl, ti.e
latter the best, on the removal of the back-strap, at t'.
& le-seam part of the vamip, through the folded ley. s
by so doing yeu leave the closer an additional gui-.2,
when fitting his work, to keep all as you intemt. T2
boot is now cut; the vamp falls into its place, and i
three picces together look in this, their completed sti.22,
as in the next page.

The measure to form this outline of a boot, T reck =@
to be 91 over the instep; hecel about 135 cali 1135
and length of leg 16—one inch less being taken to -
low for the inward fold of the top, afterwards to -
attached. When the leg is wanted to fall down loos=¥
when on, a considerable addition is necessary. I.t
us, then, take this measure, and remark the wuy =
which we have cut to it. The vamp, doubled. is {3
deep at the instep; the heel we cut exactly to the
measure—so we do the calf ; but about an inch or =
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al-ve the heel, where the chief sirain of the boot is
filt in going on, we must use a varying discretion—
(he suftness or stubbornness, greater or less dra:t, or
elastic quality of the leg, being always to be taken
intoour considerntion. Whenthe legisfresh and kindly,
by putting the measure across such portion as is now
under notice (this and the other lines of instruction
biing the smme as already given in the Wellington),
wr may cut it in its double, from half an inch to
beiter than an inch under the measure ; but if the leg
le stale and harsh, nearly or perhaps the full extent
of the measure must be given. Another caution 1n
ti:c prescnt part of our subject should be noted, namely
—liat the leg should never be permitted to fall loose or
bz in thia place. but, when closed and made, have a
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certain tightness or draft, wh
S » Whex taken hold of by
:nd. drtawn upwards. This, Eowever is to be ,mtlhe :OP
ghau;: more by the position, == it is technically a;( .
:;r iIch we give the entire boc+. than by any : tlm-leq‘
1e cutting of the back porton of the le) l’"Beb o
:le-rtmg agamn to the immediz:cly preccdingdimyvre-
n;l position may be noted, z==d the learner waﬁ?
“}ll to be careful in his observation. The vaxrl ;
El see, declines much more tan he might sy :p, =
13 neck of the tongue has ro sudden ab;ul)tposi;
an tlle.front top of the leg ha==s in nppcaranccI l"!lltch»’
over this part.  The heel beltind is almost upop ;
})el penldlcular, and the back of the leg swellin N}chul:]tIl
rotr]q thence up to the wide calf, from “'lncinge tb'r
lou me turns in a little, as is ¢~:nmon with the | 'e
leg:—()xlc word as to the rang-. By the range dim"'“If
ower (as in the faint under =:ark strikine frogplr!l]t:
{)l:-;)p]zr ratn%z}e‘, a misdirection tc.o commonlv';)nc‘i:(dl‘e
g at this part is liable t- creat displace et
t e creat displacement—
:;]12 :)ltr}::g 1; sent:}wry for the w=ntof the hlitrh:inl);i::ier
orm of range is kn- t
the leather yields and falls intr 1 ipey. e ine
b ) nd falls intc Fipes, looking bad and
Having thus cut
g our boe*. and
gcecd}]liss to add, t}ne duplicate -=e to make the pair
ave now only to trenck out B und
. ; 1) I M i
::‘l’mtcvtcl*r Picces we may choose <o hav: rstahll;lll)lc‘fl ;n;::zu
cen the counters, and the wo-3x ing (i i
ey fur Ko i 1€ woz3, on being tied up, it
" It is not nsual, although Mr.
Whgzelt)lz:;e bt;l;t tolps at this time_ but to prepare them
_ § have come from the mak
again to be given to th tnish, T cat i
g e closer t5 finish -
top, we fold in two su i e Ml
ch asized piece of
may deem requisite to suit th gl i ot
. : s e Jashion of the day in
:hls tpartlculau', and doubling ov=r a portion fiom1)1h9
l:g u(:ema:{fe xzhz}a]t Is called the t=rn.down or fold, we
calf o i it, with
the unfinished boot upon it, with the

» perhaps, it is

Hoby’s clickers do s,

!
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font towards us, as also the front folded part of the

pettern, and then taking our knife, we cut the paper

aong in the direction of the calf, but a little more

{tan the eighth of an inch wider. Next, we draw the

keck of our knife close along the top of the leg, so as

to leave a mark on the paper, and at the Leight we

disire the fold, and then, lifting the boot away, cut

¢F the fragmentary portion at this mark, and afterwards

form the bottom of the pattern to whatever depth or

grle of top is required — this varying always ac-

cording to the fashion of the time, or the predilection
of the wearer. By holding the boot up, with the pat-
tern attached, Lefore us, we may easily satisfy our-
colves of the appearance we obtain, and when satisfied,
w2 lave only to open and spread our pattern on the
le.ther which is to make the top, cut this leather, make
tw0 holes near the two outer edges, where the turn-
down is to be, and the thing is finished. The spare
rees left from cutting the tops ave always sufficient
w muke the leather or outside straps for the top-
tot; these also varying according to fashion or taste,
t.e strap that goes behind, and which is so handsomely
<itched on by tle closer, being called the back-loop,
2=d the one falling over the top on the side, the side-
s'rap.  The tap-boot has also the two webbing inside
caps like the Wellinaton, to get it on by; with two
¢hers of leather, a back Tutton-loop and a front but-
tin-loop—thiese, as the name imparts, are to be attached
t+tie Lnee buttons of the wearer's small-clothes,

Tt reader having now gone through this.article, as
ai+» luning refreshed his mind with the accpunt given
ef the closing of this boot in the former part, will find
in the two every thing he may require towards his
ti()l\\'lcdge of, and assistance in, getting up the top-

t.
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THE MILITARY, HOLDERNESS, AND THHREE-
QUARTER BOOTS.

To the article closing, in the former part, I may refer
for almost all that may be necessary to say of either of
these descriptions of boot, and the account there js
very concise.—The manner of the top-boot runs through
each. Themilitary hasatongueand back-strap, and only
differs in the cap covering the knee, and the conse-
quent greater ler. zth of leg to reach this height. Tle
Holderness has also a tongue, though closcd inside,
as in the fisherman’s boot. The leg is long, like the
military, or longer, falling over on the knee at its upper
extent ; sometiizes blocked into this form, and at others
thrown into it Ly the cutting out of a thin angulur
piece, underways, towards the ham, the edges cut fror,
on being drawn together by the closer, forcing the
back or knee totie bend required. The three-quurter
boot is the leg of the top-boot with the cut of the
Hessian in the front ; though sometimes, in this bout,
the top goes right round. As said, in the closing ar-
ticle, it is the wear of the old-fashioned clergy, and
hence sometimes its name—the Clerical Boot.

The top-boot. and tlese other three diflerently
named boots, Lzving thus one general characterisiic,
are, therefore, in all their vamp parts, when needivg
repair, to be repaired much alike: each must receive
what is called

THE NEW+TONGUE,

a renovation, akia to new vamping the Wellire <.
The bottoms, as there described, are separat:«i from
the tops,—the seat of the heel being cut from the lea-
ther behind, the stitches run through along the old
tongue, and thus the worn-out incumbrance being re-
moved, the new is to replaceit. Generally, too, in cut-
ting the new tongue to an old top or any other sort of boot
Lere mentioned, the same manner is nearly followed
as was employed in cutting this part originally. The
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tongue in the first place formed, then laid on (the old
leg being before well stretched out and flattened), and
the parts underneath cut away.  When the boot is also
to be new-countered, the operation is still more tho-
roughly the same.

When the boot to be new footed, however, is in
very good condition in all its other parts—has not been
much worn, the former vamps having met with some
unlucky accident,—or rhould this new vamping be
merely the consequence of a change of taste in the
customer, that he may have a different formed boot
in the fashion of the foot—a broader or a narrower toe
—a straight, or a right and lcft,—in these cases I
should advise, when ihie vamp is takenw: out, that it be
fittened on the board, and in this its flat character
placed over the new vamp, laid open likewise, and the
htter to be then cut to it. Cut in this way no turning
wili be required, and the old stitches heing picked out
of the leg half of the seumr, the pow vamp can be
dosed to, and when finished the seam will look in all
respects as well as at the first day, and the joined lea-
thers lie as well.  But this, when the boots have been
much worn, can rarelr be done. the fractures about
the seam compelling to a thoroughly fresh hold ;—it
may be useful) notwithstandiny, to know it—as mak-
ig. where the best is required, the best job.

VI. CUTTING OUT FOR THE WOMAN.

TIIE SLITTER—TIE-SHOL—YVARIETIES OF THR
WOMAN'S BOOT.

The mere woman’s man or maker of the woman's
thoe, or he who in a shop is only concerned with such,
and sees no necessity to concern himself further, must
refer in the first place (it he las not gone through this
||t.tlc book from its commencement) to what has been

s of measuring, pages 32 to 35 ; and again—to page
G .
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64,&c. From the obzervations there to be met wiih, he
will gatherall such instruction as could only be repeated
here without advarage, and which, if indulged in,
must considerably ezlarge the bounds of this treatise,
A human foot is a kzman foot, whether of one size or
another,—the femaleiike the male in its general form;
go for both cases, th: one way to take the measure is
all that is necessary to describe.

If any thing und:- this head offers grounds for re-
mark, it is this :—Y,oman’s shoes and boots being
generally of a mucl more delicate texture than thoes
and boots made for the man, it is nccessary, there-
fore, that the care in measuring for these shoes or boots
be of the most deliciie niceness; the faultiness in the
foul sitting of a puce of rich silk or satin, lvcking
much more unpardozable than the like faultiness where
the material is of z coarser character, Adventuring
this early caution, I will now proceed.

THE SLIPPER,

as the most usual :wticle of the woman's wear, comes
first to be noticed. The name is, no doubt, a misno-
mer as here applie>a slipper being a shoe without,
at least, any back czarters ; or, otherwise, an old she
trod down at heel. or rather the quarter trod dovn,
and thus, from the :asy slipping in and out of the fot.
the term slipper.  The Empress Maria Louisu, when
news was brought © her of the abdication of licr hus
band Napoleon, wi= at the time in her slippors, au
very prettily, thoush touchingly, said it was well it
was so,” seeing hov on the instant she had to chanx
her position.

The woman's tv-shoe is very seldom seen at i
sent, even in the country places, the tying being ?
trouble, and, besia:s, the &hoe looking too masculs?
for the chaster tastz of the wearer. Where it ¥ T
dered, the seam pets in gencral are cut to close insiéc f
with an awl or 3 ncedle, and the straps having !
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corner, nip at the under part and top of the ceam, a
few stitches are taken through them, and the binding
s up from thence and round ;—women's shoes, as

before noticed, being bound before they are made.

Since, then. tke slipper is almost the only shoe wear
of the woman, the few common and Spencer-ties seen
occasionally beinz comparatively of no account, there
will be no neces=sity to do more than mercly thus to
advert to them., as the woman's-tie and Spencer shoes—
with the exceptica, in the first, of the want of the under
strap nip—are cut exactly like the man’s, the differ-
ence heing only “svhere any difference is required) those
of taste, as refers to the longer or shorter form of the
vamp or quarters.

The upper fur a slipper of the medium sort will
have this appearance—

=]

\

|

~.

The rlight o7 cning between the quarter and the
vamp. where ti:: side-scam is to be, is a contrivance,
when the shee i< closed together, to make the quarter
atch in a liz:l> above, and thus sit better round
th? lensth of tic foot. The quarter, it will be per-
ceived, is deeper in the middle than behind. Mr.
Rees recomniezds the contrary :— ¢ The quarter
thould be som:=:hing deeper behind than at the side,
even to those that desire the quarter straight ; for, if
e quarter be cut in a straight line from the sweep
of the front of the vamp to the end of the heel-seam,
It would appear in the slipper rather of a rise or swell
i the middle than straicht; therefore the quarter
thould be from an cighth to a quarter of an inch
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Jower at the side than behind, and let it be in 4
gradual sweep, from the top of the heel-secam to tte
front of the vamp.” (P. 130.) '
Now, as this fo those who neither observe por
have been taught better, is a sort of authority for an
imperfection, the quotation may not be without its
value, as a curious proof of a long inconsiderately
followed exrer. If the cut is even straight, he says, it
will “appear in the middle to have rather a rise o1
swell.” It is not so: a slipper cut straight along its
line of quarter will, even in the first day’s wear, show
a hollow fall on the side of the foot, particularly ou
the outside, taking the sweeping droop of a canoe, and
looking as if the foot that trod the slightest puddle iu
the street was in danger of being inundated ; as with
a slim galley at sea, the water seems threateniny its
confines, and what it threatens may happen. This
is the commonest and most offensive fault in wome:'s
ghoe-making. What the slipper secms at the bear!,
is not what it will be on the foot; it will there lo-k
eprawling—a bit of leather stuck across the toes, and
the sides running away to find fellowship in the dir:!
degraded from a nearer connexion with the up-risine
and thercfore beautiful instep. The foot in its ¢wa
native state, or with a stocking, or eovercd whoily
with any other uniform casing, as a silk, or pruncii,
or other boot. is a thing of elegance, with its regicr
lines and gentle roundnesses ; but with the quarters
of a slipper-shoe, sticking like a foul patch at tie
base of each side, * making mouths” every step that
is taken, slipping from the holding or feel of the
nervous waist below, is a spectacie as ugly as the
wear is unpleasant. These remarks and the aim
of them, I hope, will lead to thought. Obserie
and think. Mr. Rees advises that the back of
the slipper-quarter be a quarter of an inch higher
than at the side: a quarter higher at the side tha
the back, is the present advice ; the difference is but
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half an inch in all—though at the gide of the foot this
is a very great deal, as well to the look as for its
utility.

For peculiar feet, flattening much along the ground,
the lezgth outside showing a hard acute angle, and the
inward ankle dropping low, there should be even a
difference in the two quarters. In cases, as much or
pear upon half an inch higher may be given for the
outsice than for the inside quarter, and then the shoes
will pair better to appearance when on, the feet be kept
tight and enug, and not exposing such a large patch
of uncovered stocking to soil and offend

Mr. Rees instructs us as to ¢ mathematical propor-
tion,” though in practice he admits there may be no ne-
cessity for it—experience and attention supplying its
place.  As well might a mere mathematician talk of
forming to perfection all the bumps, points, and jag-
aings, in those whitewashed and intended for orna-
mentz] flint stones in the garden now before me while
1:m writing, by the power of his cubes and triangles,
asthe shoemaker shoce the foot through any one regulated
wurse of procceding.  As just shown, he must often-
times vary to be perfect, always looking to what should
be, ard considering and experimenting how this skould
be i to be. 1f a quwter cut straight or hollow
causcs, when on, the top part of the foot to look
broad and bulky, he should try auother cut; and
succe ding in part. then dare aguin, and go a little
highcr, till thus he inay surmount the entire diffi-
calty. A foot with extra long toes will need, for a
similr consideration, a longer vamp than that which
a slorter-toed person <an wear. These and many
other particulars will be matter for one’s own work-
ing out; while, at other times, there will be some
olligarions which are imperative— tlose demanded
by the customer, to mect the individual's peculiar
desires.  If a short yuarter be ordered, it must be cut;

G2
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and if a long one, the same, and §0 on: thege are

mat}:ets of custom, or taste, or fancy; but who orders

a thing for its deformity, if a choice be b

mitted ¢ ’ g
THE WOMAX’S BoOT

is the next thing, and here it is ;—
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This representation, lined, figured, and dotted over
g prodigiously—the fashion of many boots in one—
is contrived as well to save space, as to show that it
is the outline which in reality makes the boot, and not
the figments. There are twelve sorts of the woman’s
boot in it, numbered from 1 upwards, besides the lines
a. «, a, a, a, outside at the heel part, and down the
frunt, showing a very prevalent though erroneous
rethod of forming this boot—a method by which it is
dificult to get it on, and when on never allowing
that free play to the foot that is nceded—s=itting foul
zhout the leg, and from the contraction felt behind,
sooner or later forcing to fractures there. 'The two
seen together, will at once convey to the eye the op-
sosition in their character. A correct notion of the

_rxeessary outline being thus obtained, the particular

frn< may now be described.

Inthe side-lace loot,1, 1, the proper direction of the
cut s given in a straight slightly inclining line, a
vsual faulty way being to sieep this line still further
forwurd on the foot, that the boot, as it is thought,
may be got on the casier, though the difficulty resuits
fromi another cause, the bad outline as above-men-
tivied, The number of holes to lace is optional, some
cheosing less or more, though the more there are, the
tnt sits the better. The sweeping cut never laces
well, the holes, from their transverse direction, draw-
g awry and producing blisters.

The front-lace loot, 2,2, requires no particular
description ; the opening sufficiently long, and the
iz Kept from hitching forward, the foot goes in free
enough. This, about twenty years ago, was the chief
woman's boot, and is still in request for the stronger
wear of country places. The same form is used by
the male rustic. Gentlemen, too, have often a shoot-
g boot made in this way; and as it is capable of
bearing a great deal of ornamental work in the clos-
.2, in these instances it looks very well.
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Of the goloske boot, 3, as also 4, 4, the cha.
racter is easily discernible; the straight goloshe being
for the more serviceable, and the jointed where eco-
nomy and taste are sought to be coupled. 5, is a sort
of goloshe ear, run from the vamp, and so far protect-
ing the side.

6, 7, 8, are three forms ¢f vamps—the straight, and
the other two taking opposite directions. The choice
between them is generally that of the customer. 9,is
called the foe-cap, like 6, a straight though still
shorter vamp, very prevalent at present.

The buttor boot, 10, 11, shows two forms, the
plain and the scalloped. The cloth boot for the man is
generally made in this way; the flap lining being of
leather, as giving to it a firmer character. 12, the
plain outline, is the last bect to be mentioned, without
any vamp of leather or goloshe; and may have the
foot openinz either in the front or at the side. Ladies
silk boots are ofien thus ail of a piece.

The sondal boot, not engraved, has a serics of
square Lic-pieces, of the sune depth and width as the
incisions whereby they are formed. These are bound
together cross-ways, up the front of the foot, the
stocking appearing throuch the declining openirzs.
Another bout is alro occasionally seen, lacing up be-
hind from the top of the Lzrd counter part.  Neither
of these two last, however, as may be imagined, lias
much repute: the modera mock-randal commanding
but a poor comparison with the rich interlacing of the
ancient Grecian and Romar thorough sandal ; and ll.xe
back-lace boot Ling as well irksome to get on, asn
danger of tearing in getting on.

After this notice, some few further observations are
necessary. i

In cutting out such light materials as are requn‘cd
in general for the woman, it has already been men-
tioned that too much care cannot be bestowed. The
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leg and heel of a stuff| silk, or any other similar boot,
t¢hould, in these parts, to allow for the gire of the
threads, and to insure the requisite perfection, be left
about the eighth of an inch under the measure. A
pattern is carefully prepared in the first place, suit-
ing your last and measure ; your pattern is then laid
ou your linen lining-piece doubled—a lead weight
kecping both firm beneath the krife : you then trench
the linen in the direction of the pattern, leaving it
about a quarter of an inch larger up the back and
down the front. This is for the furn-in, or seam
parts, a series of prickings made at the exact edge
of the pattern, by a sharp round-pointed awl, giving
the line to the binder where the turn-in is to be. In
the side-lace boot you may nos also cut the form
and depth of the side-slit, these two linen insides
going for the two lacing insides—the other two for the
nen-lacing ones, and therefore having no side-open-
ings. In these side-openings, ~vhere the holes are
wronght for the lacing, there is attached a strength-
ening strip of leather or tape, a [iitle behind and run-
ning along the whole line of holes. Some have these
hemmed on by the binder on the eye or glazed side
of the linen—thinking this the strongest method to
cuard the holes. They are, ho-wever, wrong here ;
ti needle in working the holes <eldom catches ve
fimdy =0 far inj; while, if this picce be placed be-
tiveen the outside and lining, th: catch is perfect, and
the sccurity better.  Your linizos conpleted, you
now cut your outsides, not mindi:. to be nice in the
style, as long as turn-in enough is left for the binder,
she, in her manner of work, making the outside to
fullow the inside.

Next is the getting ready your leather vamps
and geloshe quarters (if there zre to be any), these
being formed to suit exactly the lasc or the size re-
quircd.  Where boots are so vamped and quartered,
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the leg-piece need not be wasted in running it for-
ward to the toes, though the lining must always go
right through. In outsides all of a piece, or wanting
covers along the sides (if of the material under con-
sideration), there should never be a pinching of the
stuff along the under parts, nor yet in the linings,
there being great danger, if the workman has not
enough of both to catch well within his stitch, and a
portion beside to turn over his sewing seam upon,
that the foot will burst out, and thus the boot be
gpoiled. The same is to be observed of the shoe.
Where women's boots or shoes, however, are mad: of
leather, a closer cut will do, as there will be no
occasion for what then would be a waste. In the
quarter linings also of stuff shoes, being in generl a
white soft leather, there is to be no turn-in allowed for,
nor any allowance for covering the inseam sewinz. It
should likewise be observed, that for the linen liningz and
stuff outside of a boot, or shoe, or slipper quarter, the
length or web direction of the thread is always tc be
followed ; but where a stuff or silk vamp is required,
the thread is reversed, and goes across the [-ot;
the same for the varap of the slipper.

I know not if I can add any thing of value more;
and therefore this wili finish whatever comes under
the head of cutting.

VIL—FITTING-UP, OR PREPARING
THE LASTS.

What is called fitting the customer, as far as the
foot is concerned, comes under the prc;cnt llxc;ull-—
: 2 . <hioe
tting-up, being the preparing the last for the she
fr boot to be made from. Hitherto nothing has been
said of this matter ; so that the reader who wishes to
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know about the man’s shoe or boot, or the woman’s
shoe and boot, relative to getting ready the last, by
turning here will find the desired information, the
diffcrences being specified where necessary, as the
subject is considered in its wholeness.

The perfection of the graceful and proper fitting
shoe or boot is of old standing, and many memoranda
might be brought together to show it. In Horace
there is this line —

“ And his large fect to raillery expose ;”

with shocs on, made no doubt by some clumsy work-
m,  In the time of Nero, we are told of a shoe-
maker slave—as the aitisans of Rome generally were
—whe was disposed of to an officer attached to the
Imperial Court, and in which position, it appears,
though despiscd before as an inferior hand, he now
obtained extravagant rcpute, and became chief shoe-
maker to the Emperor; and hence was sought after,
and flattered, and looked upon as a most valuable
assistant towards the favour of royalty. Such a man,
o doubt, must have fitted well.

Petrarch, the famous love poet of Italy, at the period
probatily he first souglit to show his “ best outward”
o the cyes of Laura, is said to have nearly lamed
himself frora the many pinchings he endured for the
sake of displaying a neat foot. The shoemaker who
could have pleased him would have been, no doubt, a
cood fitter.  In the early English translation of
Lazarillo de Tormes, is this passage : * If you bid a
shocmaker, who has been thirty years at his trade,
make a new pair of shoes, with broad toes and high
m the instep, and tight about the heel, Le must pare
Your feet before he pleases you™—a passage which
Stems to possess a twofold reflection; in the one
Way pointed against the imperfections of the shoe-
maker, and in the other, against the vanity that would
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appear in a nice fashionable shoe, even though the
foot needed to be “ pared.” The author, no doubt,
knew many who were desirous of this masterly
fitting.

Gay, in his Trivia, has some verses on this matter,
expressing, what is rather uncommon, considerable
artistical truth within the shackles of rhyme :—

“ Should the big last extend the shoe too wide,
Each stone will wrench th’ unwary step aside :
The sudden turn may stretch the swelling vein,
Thy cracking joints unhinge, or aukle sprain ;
And when too short the modish shoes are worn,
You'll judge the seasons by your shooting corn.”

Ansther of our English poets, however, a much
older one, Chaucer, strikes off, in the conclusion of
the following passage, the very perfection of a fit:
it is in the instructions given by the god of Love to
the pcct upoen entering into his service :—

* Maintain thyself after thy rent (income)
Of robe and eke of garment,
Fer many a sithe fair clothing (sithe, time)
A man amendcth in such thing.

And look always that they be shape (fashioned)
( What garment that thou shalt thee make)
Of him that can they best ydo,

With all that pértaineth thereto,

Point¢s and sleeves be well sittand (sitting)
Fuli right and straight upon the hand:

Of shoon and bootés new and fair,

Look at the least thou have a pair,

And that they fit so fetously (properly)

That these rude men may utterly

Marvel, sith that they sit so plain, (plain, close)
How THEY cOME ON AND OFF AGAIN.”

The shoemaker who could or did this, ought not
to have been left without a memory. Who is he?
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aud Echo answers—who? We know no more of
him but the doing, and this the poct has rendered
immortal,

From all this, then, and many other proofs which
might be adduced, it will be seen that the art of the
shoemaker has been even for ages an art in which
exccllence was obtained and prized, and no doubt
taken pride in. To do well, or rather to fit well,
became a valuable ambition ; it gratified the self-love
while it assisted the pocket. Nero's shoemaker, in
his change of fortune, turned out to be a more re-
spectable character than the stultified picce of mas-
tership who had so ignorantly cast him aside: he
succeeded, though not going beyond his last; from
satisiying the foot, he took possession of the head.
Itis good to be any thing good ; it may, too, bring
its reward.

If one might be forgiven for bringing remote
thinzs to conncet themselves with the present, per-
haps an attempt to speculate on the manner of fit-
tisg the foot anciently, would not be without interest
fo the legitimately inquisitive—those who would
know all things—and their ingenuity might find
its satisfaction in working through the compari-
sons,  How they measure in Ireland, by the hand,
Mr. Lover has described in his Rory O'More; and
how they buy boots in Bogota, by the hand also,
auctor writer has lately told to the world ;—-¢¢ They
hive © singular way of fitting themselves with ready-
i Loots or shoes,  They never try them on at the
e« £ purchiasing, but have a mode of determining
tue y'2ht size with the hard; and I believe the mea-
sure is uniformly correct, although the same mode
may not suit those in the latitudes of the north. But
here, if the length is ascertained correctly, the fine
mode! of the Spanish foot will be sure to answer in
every other particular ; whereas, with us, the high

I
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instep and the low instep, the wide foot and the
narrow, the straight and the crooked, and twenty
other differences, tend to put all such calculations
quite out of joint.”

Fitting, then, in the ¢ latitudes of the mnorth,” is
really a difliculty; though for Ireland, being a little
westward, there seems a dispensation. Chaucer has
beautifully described the best fit; Gay has cautioned
of the bad. It is singular in reflecting on the passage
of the old poet, how much it contains of the very per-
fection of the trade. One might suppose (and per-
haps it was the case) that a sort of woven leather was
manufactured in his time, so that the boot drew on
like a stocking, and came off the same. e have
nothing now like it, but pride and pinch; the best
darer being the best wearer. Our material, it is cer-
tuin, has little or no elasticity, so where it presses it
pains; and here, too, is the shoemaker's great diffi-
culty. The  high instep” is nothing—he may get
cver that as easily as a blanket over a pillow; but
then in trial the foot swells, and the leather has no
vielding ; besides, how is the getting off to be effected?
With Chaucer, one may marvel again!

A worthy shoemaker of Edinburgh, instead of sech-
ing for the elasticity here adverted to, has found it in
the soles, and patented the invention; the length in
his opinion is all; he wants something that will iove
with the foot, not a thing to be carried or droneed
along as the snail labours with its shell, but a <ot of
sensitive outward foot, to go about in easy coupary
with the inward, stretching out as the toes stvetch,
and springing back again with the recoil. For this
purpose he uses a compound of caoutchouc and an-
mnal skin * so manufactured as to bestow on the fabric
the elasticity of caoutchouc, while it retains the dura-
bility of lcather.” This extract is taken from his
own description, as read before the Socicty of Arts
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Lonin, of which he is a member, and afterwards
privi«1 in Professor Jamieson’s Edinburgh Journal, .
Janwzy 1839. There are to be elastic side-gussets,
frec’z allowing of every varying position in walking,
“wizout (says the patentee) checking the elactic
moties of the foot, with which the shoe is elongated
whez under pressure.”  The * elongation,” therefore,
as luore stated, is his chief aim; in a word, the desi-
dera=zm is, that of producing a bona fide  walking
shoe.” one that will move with the movement, and
not Jave to be forced zlong. It may benefit the
zealizs shoemaker to know all this, so that by setting
the nind to notice even a scheme the most valueless,
sow: thought muy be induced as to what is or ma
be e best.  The “ compound™ of Mr. Dowie is a
fofi asole leather, coloured black, and impregnated
(it wiy be) with a solution of Indian rubber or caout-
chow.  The picce goes in the waist of the shoe,
and “i2 side-gussets mect it at the bottom of the
quzors.  The clump sole is bis chief help, the heavy
hee aad forepart having thus together a greater com-
. over the “ compound™ middle hinge. I have
hewsT of an invasion of his right of patent, the party
wesiing in a bit of soft hide-leather, giving it a coat
of i:a—sending home the goods and pleasing, the imi-
fa; ». being so easily effected.

-2i% s one of the scheme systems; another is that
of . Punus Corieon, or patent lcather cloth, and
atior the patent buckskin, about 500/ being thus
cx;‘:.(h:d to sccure freedom to the feet, though the
Bulrosily of the parties inventing allows nobody to
a..~1this pleasure but themselves. The adepts of the
~titcee systems are different men agein; for as we
bas. scientific cutters, we have the same in the fitting-
up L-partment, rome proceeding, as with the other,
¥ = mathematical proportion,” and others being pro-
fiots of anatomy. These latter, too, have been
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fortunate ; they have had already their book reputation,
A writer some years ago (Edin. JMag. April, 1524)
speaks of the ‘“ anatomically formed shoe.” * Tailors,”
he says, ¢ profess to fit the human form anatomically;
and even shoemakers do not disdain to call in plaster
casts to their aid, in order to get their lasts accurately
made.” The reader, no doubt, will have observed the
establishments of many of these plaster-skilled shoe-
makers ; there are usually a white or gold-gilded foot
or two in the window, with the peeky heel and pumpy
toc standing out most portentously. The customer
takes off his shoe or boot and stocking, and plunging
his foot, ankle deep, in a mess of white chalk-like por-
ridge, leaves behind him the outline from which the
last is to be “accurately made.” Whoever first brousht
in this scheme had, it may be depended upon, high
expectation ; the very term itself—to fit anatoraicaily
—was enough to bring all the shoe and boot-wcarers
with their orders, and so literally smother him in bu-
sincss. When the trial, however, came, the articie pro-
duced must at once have horrified, by its absence of all
pretension to any appearance of shoe or boot. A boot
or shoe made thus must have had more the lock of 2
scooped out hoof than the thing pretended. Since then
the pretension has been kept up, butuot the practice; the
plaster-foot is still seen in the window, but never the
last from this plaster: it is pleasing, notw i}lﬁt:yul-
ing, to some, to believe that their shoemaker 15':111‘.‘?1»:
of the anatomist ; the pretension, too, has actuaily .l
to a benefit, the one outline of last so common. cven
gince the introduction of the right and lefi, kLos
given place to a variety, and this, after all, is the
only perfect shoe and boot fitting. The length of a
foot and its width, and the length of a last aud its
width, are familiar accomplishments of old standing;
but the judgment to vary in the fit is another thing,
and here is the true skill.

TH) SHOEMAKER.

It is remarkable, that latterly almost every master
shoemaker has a different style of last ; and still more
remarkable that they all in a manner are successful.
Some early prepossession, or teaching, or ckance, led
possibly to some leading manner, which, takea up thus,
as it were, adventitiously, became afterwards to them
a sort of principle. Ilow people of a peculiar make
of foo'. have been able to find the particulzr parties
so making the shoe or boot to suit them, is matter
again of curious speculation; yet certain it is that
they do find them, and in this way there appears
a fortunate linking and interchange of bezefits be-
tween the empleyed and the employing. There is,
{00, a family foot, as well as a family face ¢ head—
the child is best fitted where the parent is bzst fitted ;
and thus the connexivn goes on, and evez in some
decree is perpetuated.

“ It is surprising how they all get custom,™ is an ob-
servation often heard among the trade in reference to
this subject. If it be thought that such a or= is right,
all the others in consequence are judged to be wrong,
and thence the surprise by what chance it is that
the crring are so fortunate. The feet, however, direct
the head in this particular; a trial is =ade here,
there, and in a varicty of places, and stii unsatis-
factury ; when at last, as the old proverb iz, getting
ot of the *“shoemaker's stocks,” a better fate com-
menees, and the feet seek the same good DHrtune for
the future.  Thus it is how all get a shame; yet as
the more cfficient are gencrally the most successful,
no reliance is to be placed by the young teginmer in
being able to wear through the period wien he will
come in for kis portion. Competitors are every where
about him; his little capital may run out; the esta-
blished shops will keep their place, and b2 may fail.
Under these circumstances the most chanves, it will
be pereeived, are the best; that is, the most ways a
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man can turn his hand towards fitting the greatest
variety of feet. Three customers, with three sets of
differently formed feet, must be better than two of
a twin description; and one is better than never a
one,

They who have never examined a foot but as it
offered itself to the eye during the time of putting the
measure round it, can really have no conception of
the appearance it may make in the outline of the
sole; and again, of the difference between it and
some other foot, perhaps the next succeeding one that
may be measured. There is a custom of strangers
at Yarmouth to cut their foot-marks on the plunks of
the pier as a memento to leave behind them, the nume
or initial within; and a most valuable study is that
scene to the shoemaker. Sume with toes spreadiiz,
some the contrary; this with a wedge heel, anothicr
with one as full and as round as a pitching qu.it;
one foot twisting inwardly, and a neighbour one luok-
itg outwardly; here one as broad as a flat-fish, aud
in a different quarter a mere ecl of a thing., These
are the stocking-fret pictures (for they take somc
trouble), and even the shoe representations are wot
without a ccnsiderable varicty—the broad and the
narrow toe; tie cornered inside, and the lumpy cut;
the long and the short heel-—each seem in some way
diflerent, yet all are of the human 1oot.

Now it behoves the shoemaker that he should
know, and attend to, the instruction guthered from
this way of considering the bearings of his trade. A
lust fitted only up to the length and width may do,
or it may not; it may do by chance, or fail from
necessity, The dircction of the foot is to be taken,
as well as its measurement, and even more than this
—an observance of its chief treading parts; that is,
where it inclines the heaviest, and is most likely to
wear through the sole, and piess over the upper-
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leather. It is seldom, however, that the shoemaker,
be his skill what it may, can succeed in these parti-
culars on a first or even second trial. The foot in
places may look and be bulky, and y& not tread
gevercly at these places. In walking, certain muscles
will project themselves, which, during Iaction, are
undiscoverable ; trial, therefore, assisted by observa-
tion and wise contrivance, is the only remedy.

Shoemaking considered thus, and in many other
ways, is then a most difficult affair; ani where ex-
cellence is attained, should not be deniel its reward.
As much care, and thought, and shiftinz expedient,
are demanded by it as can possibly be cazceived, and
which very few are either naturally or frccx education
fitted to bestow.

I give here, from the actual foot, a &w of these
sole representations, with a line run tizough their
centre, to show their side variations :—

l. 2. 3.
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Looking at these it will be perceived how widely
they differ, and how impossible it is for any one for
of last, suiting otherwise the measure of the- feet,
to yield the proper shoe or boot. The first is of a
medium foot, the centre line showing a pretty equal
division between the inside and outside tread; the
toes go regularly off, and the heel well formed. Now
supposing the bottomn of a last to be placed on this
outlire, the inside joint of the great toe would discover
itself beyond the last ; and the lower swell, outside, in
a somewhat Jess degree. At the toes, the last would
project forward, while at the back-heel there would be
scarcely any difference. Now, a shoe or a boot made
to a foot of this character will have a very handsome
appezrance, providing the top of the toes and the in-
step have an equal perfection; yet, and it is singular,
this foot in general is fitted the worst, though at first
it may scem otherwise, this sort of foot looking well
in almost any kind of boot (having the proper size of
upper-leather) when it is newly put on. The com-
mon deviation of our right and left lasts leads to this—
they incline too much to the inward ; and though ap-
parently sufficiently full at the outside, are not so in
reality, the wrong proportion given to the iuside
working itself out fuller in every day’s wear, and
throwing the foot with the greater stress in the more
confined direction. )

It may appear a paradox to assert that the straight
last ia its effeets was actually move right and left than
the right and left that was brought in to supersede it:
yet this is the fact. YWhen the shoe or boot that was
made off the straight last was changed to the con-
trary foot from day to day, as some accustomed them-
sclves, the cast of the article was kept good; but
where the one foot continued its wear of the one shoe,
the upper and sole were compelled aside, and the
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being sought in the right and left (a revival, by-the-
byc, of the very oldest date), it was judged that
n:)thing could be right and left but that which took a
decided inward turn, leaving the outside joint to fol-
low, and the inside long and prominent, to take from
the otherwise crooked look of the thing. The shoe-
maker thus deceived himself, and the deception is
still continued. Men or women have not, generally
speaking, these in-twisting feet, so that nearly every
thing a straight last requires is to give it a deeper
and longer hollow in the waist intended for the in-
side, a glighter or less joint there, and a little longer
joint to the outside. This and its fellow would make
a better pair of right and left lasts for a great majority
of wearers than hundreds of pairs now in use, roughed
ont in blocks by the last maker for the purpose, and
finished oft in the system. It is from this error that
remarkably direct or straight-fected people are so
often seen with very bad-looking shoes or boots,
wondering how it is they can never get a right and
Ieft to suit them well, the very perfection of their feet
being the cause, owing to the ignorance of the imper-
feetly skilled manufacturer. A very narrow sole, com-
paratively speaking, when evenly placed under the
foot, will carry that foot more upright, and give more
wear, than a sole half as browl again if not rightly
directed.

Let us now look at the next figure (2). This, we
see, will require a lust inclining more to the inside
than the one we have just been noticing; and here
the shoemaker may more usually fit. The great toe,
it will be observed, strihes conspicuously forward;
and this showing itsclf so readily to the eye, the thing
is remarked and provided for, though at this part the
usual right and left Jast will suit very well. The
Iast, however, may fill at other points; the joint of

H 2
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the great toe, though full at the round, may here have
no under projection or pressure, so that if the sole he
thrown right out to bear against this joint, the foot in
wear drops away from it, and the sole, left without
any command over it to keep it down, turns up and
produces deformity. Here again, therefore, it will
be secen how much of attention and observation are
requisite to the thoroughly efficient shoemaker.

The other figure (3) is different again. The foot
has no hcel-seat, particularly to the outside, widens
out far broader at the waist than either of the fore.
going, and seems quite a lump at the tocs. Thisisa
Jlat foot, and will require mach care to fit properly,
A last of the common sort will not do; it will be too
narrow, as well as too hollow in the waist; the hecl
will not incline off enough—the forepart of the iast
not he sufliciently dvad. what is called the spriny
out of place for this kind of foot—this spring belng
the upward direction which the tocs take trom the
juints of the foot, a flat foot pressing full and fiatly
down.

To extend these observations ‘s the many other
diversities of the human foot in tae way of descriling
what is called the 7read, and the manncer of providing
the lasts, wonld be a long and expensive undertuking;
every diversity requiring its distinct outline, {» carry
to the eve the sense of the description. DBesides,
practice «fter all must be the best teacher, the mind
having already derived some preparatory inlormation
towards leading itsclf to male experiments for the hest.

Many shoemakers hardly ever consider this por-
tion the most essential of the duties of fitting-up;
the last comes from the last-maker's, the length of it
tried, the measure put round, and, if suiting so far,
away it goes to the workman. Yet is the fittinz-up
to width not to be mneglected; and the perfection,
as usual, resolves itself into more tham the one sy stem.
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Suppose & measure be this: Zoes, 8; joints, 83;
instep, 95. Now, a last measuring at all these parts
the same, will be but scarcely large enough for cer-
tain feet, independent of the wishes of the customer,
who may desire the shoe or boot still easier. Again,
another foot giving the like proportion will require
quite an under measuring last, abstracting from the
tocs a quarter of an inch, the joints more than half;
and the instcp near upon a half; and what is the
reason?  Why, it will be found in this: The foot
requiring the larger measure is angular and hard ; the
foot requiring the smaller, round and soft in its
fleshiness. One can bear no pressure, the other needs
it; or otherwise the leather will appear in a very
ghort trial as lying too loosely, the even fleshy surface
throwing itself up against it, and putting it to a regu-
lar stretch, where afterwards will appear fulnesses and
wrinkles, to the disappointment of both purchaser and
manufacturer.  To fit up for the shoe, a little more
width is needed than for the buot, as also for either
buct or shoe when the upper-leatlier is heavy or
ftrong,

The two feet likewise of the same person may be of
a very difitrent construction, of which I have seen
remarkable examples ; the right one may have a toe
or tues starling up vesy prominently, be hollow in the
waist. and of a high iustep; and the left, on the con-
trary, have the toes spreading out, and the general
beacing of the foot, as through some injury or
rataral malformation, he thrown all inward, the
ankle nearly touching the ground, and yet the two
feet, in their measure, be nearly alike. Now it
ought to be evident, that though the pair of feet may
measure the same, the pair of Jasts necessary to
these feet must have a very opposite character at the
toes and every other place,—the one be a last with a
spring, the other flat; the width of the measure in
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the one be thrown in the greater width of e waist
and to the sides, so that the leather cominz off this
last be as a mould for the foot to fall intc. and not
the foot to have to make the mould, which. m many
cases, and with a hard or uncomplying materil, it can
never do effectually.

There are various other difficulties in regz=d to the
last to be atiended to. Some feet are mu:h wider
forward than over the instep; it will not G, there-
fore, in this case, to fit up the wood to the xeasure
it being evident in the making of a boot, thz the Tast
so fitted up cannot be drawn out through tks smaller
extent of the instep; the forward part, tiun, as a
precaution, is to have a moveable leather plred over
a smaller given wood, which leather the worlmeii can
afterwards draw out first, and thus the sm: er wood
have room to come through the straighten:I instep.
The wearer in getting on such a boot may har+ his toes
for the moment compressed a little (w.hich zaey will
be), but the wood has nothing of this compr=-ibility.

The last, as now made, is of two parts, e under
or main, and the top or block part; the blek inthe
ﬁ.rst is withdrawn, and then the remainder. Some-
times, lLowcver, the block immediately Teove the
cross-cut of it, where it goes against the Lrepart of
the last, is much more confined than at the rross-cut
below, and consequently through this the tick can-
not be withdrawn ; a divided block must tb:a be tie
remedy,—when one portion coming out, the -ther will
follow.
~ Many masters supposing, or cheating temsclves
into the belief, that a handsomely constru:ted last
must produce a handsome boot, are very mu:h given
to have their lasts thinned off at the sides. and the
thickness thrown up at the instep, and tience the
wood plunges down in an almost direct %1 across
the joint part. In some cases this may be w:cessary,
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but not near so often as is conjectured by these mas-
ters. Few workmen either can or will last to '
such a last as is needed, the hinderance is so great,
and the time consumed so injurious to their earnings.
Besides, how rare it is to find the natural foot with
these wall-like sides, hill-built tops, and steep under-
lying valleys! The master is here cozening the eye at
the expense of his judgment,

Sometimes, to fit up properly, a bedding spot is
requisite ; the under ball of the great toe may press
and be very full downwards, in which case a piece put
on the last to meet this place will make there a sort
of socket, the insole when wrought over this projec-
tion taking a bed, where the prominence, in wearing
the shoe or boot, will be received.

A boot may take a little shorter last than a shoe,
the catch of the leather at the instep hindering the
foot from getting so forward in it. Length, however,
is desirable in most instances, and particularly
where the foot is thick—a longer thinned-off toc help-
ing to an apparent more slender character of foot.

To these might be added many other instructions
relative to the last; they, however, 1 should think,
will not be needed, the reader having already been
made acquainted with most if not all of the lead-
ing features connected with this part of the subject.

he mind brought to think and duly cbserve is in the
richt way of progress; the guide and the hints being
given, the after application remains with itself.

The remaining dutics of fitting-up can be shortly
explained. The lists got ready, and the shoe uppers,
or the boot-legs, the stuifl or leather of which the bot-
toms are to be made is next to be cut up and sorted.
A pair of insoles, the welts, the outsoles, sole-pieces to
join them (though soles to go all through are the best),
the lifts (those portions with which the heels are raiscd),
ad the top-picce, with some scraps of upper leather
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or fillings-up, to fill in between the insole and the out,
are the portions necessary for the shoe. The boot, in
addition, requires the shank-piece (the under stifferer
for the waist), rand, if to be a stitched rand boot, and
in general a greater number of lift squares, to build
up the hizher heel which is mostly given to the boot,

The quality and suitablencss of all these are like.
wise to be looked to,—the light for the light article,
and the strong for the strong, and, besides, their fi.
ness as to size, so that, while there be no waste, the
workman on the other hand shall have a sufficiency—a
carelessly given out pair of soles or top-picces often
leading the workman into error, from the necessity to
follow his material, in place of his directing it. A few
of the bespoke shops in London employ persons solely
to fit-up—to get ready the lasts and leather in their
pairs, two pairs, &c., as it may be, tie them up with
the uppers or legs, write the directions for the work-
man, and so leave cach bundle marked and compact
to itself, 10 be given out when called for, A last-maker,
too, may jrobably be kept in addition ; and some mas-
ters make their own lasts. Mr. Hoby, at present, I
believe, Las his own last-maker : though, as I suspect,
not much to his advantage, competition abroad often
compellitz more to the excellence of an article than
encouragenzent at home,

A few words now, in conclusion, of the woman's
last.  Like the man’s, it is in general of the right and
left, thouzh, unlike in another way, it has scldom the
block.  The length obtained, the fitting-up to the
width is got by instep leathers, or as they are simply
called “leathers.” The leathers are of various size
and form, but are all for one common purpoese—to put
on the tep of the wood last, and being tried to the
measure and found suiting, are then given out with

o
the last for the shoe or boot to be made from.

THE SHOEMAKER, 123

For woman’'s work, the last is mostly fitted up under
the measure, the reasons for which, and the proportions,
may be gathered from what has already been said on this
head of the man’s last. Another reason is, the kind-
lier nature of the material used for the uppers, and
thus yielding better to the foot.—With the soles, in-
soles, &c. a piece of linen is given to cover the insoles,
a delicacy which in the man's shoe or boot would be
considered out of place.

To pass any strictures here on that peculiar form
of the woman’s sole, which so commenly it receives,
would altogether be needless. As long as the pur-
chaser pays for her choice, she has an undoubted
richt to have it; yet I am sure that as much and
more stable beauty might be obtained were the me-
thod to be changed, and ladies, instead of walking
upon things like in appearance to the back of a narrow
brush, were to have their shoe and boot soles of the
more natural outline—with an enlarged outside to bear
up against the tread, in place of treading upon a mere
edze—the foot pressing the upper over it on the
ground, and. in wearing it out, running also into
bulkiness, The misfortune, too, is, that the poorer
class of females, who czn so ill afford it, are at a very
great loss through the almost general adoption of this
judicious fashion; a woman's shoe, it is thought,
mu=t be likke a woman's shoe, that is, not like the foot,
but like some other thizg havirg the name of shoe.—
It a few weeks, a servant girl, going errands or actively
engaged in a house, wil run out a pair of these shoes,
of iittle price, it is true, at the time, but dear in the
end.  Badly contrived, badly paid for, and, in conse-
quence, badly made, the slop or trade articles of this
deseription are the worst commodity in the trade.
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VIII.-THE BOOT AND SHOE-TREES—
CLEANING-UP, STRETCHING, &e.

The skin leather purchased and trenched; the
hides the same, and cut up; the shoes and boots—
men’s and women's—measured for and cut out; the
lasts fitted up for the customer; the various work,
too, as may now be supposed, returned in its nearly
complete state from the various kinds of workmen,—
the next and almost concluding duties to be spoken of
are those connected wiih the final finishing off of the
articles before they be sent home as ordered, or hung
up or otherwise placed in the shop for sale.

To clean-up, that is to ¢ree and polish off, boots and
shoes after they come from the workman, is, in some
shops, the sole employment of one or more of the shop
hands—hence the terms cleaner-up and eleaning-up—
the men so employed and the thing so employed upon,
The wages for this is in general frem eighteen to
twenty-five shillings per weck. The runner is also
another of these shopmen ; in some cases doing nothing
but carrying the work to and from the men, and wien
finished tuking it home to the customer, or going for
such odd jobs as may be requested, and, again, in col-
lecting the accounts.—It is casy to qualify for a ruuner
—though commonly the situation is embraced by some
shoemaker, who, from being an indiflerent hand, or not
liking the confinement of the seat, or perhaps from its
not agreeing with his health, secks and muakes the
change. 'The runner when so engaged is paid about
the same as the cleaner-up, though often Loth dutics
are exercised by the one person, the amount of trade
to the shop not permitting a greater expense. A merc
boy, too, is commonly inducted to this office from the
like pecuniary consideration.
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The trees for cleaninz-up shoes and boots are cer-
tain pieces of wood mze so as to be put into them,
filling out all the upp:r and leg leather, and when
thus filled out, the rougicned outsides have to be sized,
rubbed down, smoothec. blackened over, and polished.
An old lexicographer Zescribes a boot-tree as two
pieces of wood and a widge : of the shoe-tree he says
nothing, it possibly not being introduced at the time.
A sct of good shoe-trecs, however, as now in use, will
make «bout ten or twel=e pieces; and a proper set of
boot-trees from thirty 1z forty, and even then not have
cnough for all cases. The two pieces and a wedge
tdl, notwithstanding, s:mething of the origin of the
scheme, A front, a buck, and what we now call a
key, were all that was th:n employed—the foot received
no attention.  Afterwmds, however, the front took a
fi-ot, fitted into it by a c:atre groove, and turning on a
wouden pin—the foot ilways being attached, though
cipable of runming forvard and falling back, as the
part was put in or witidrawn. Some of these are
even yet scen lingericz about country places; and
in France there is scar:cly any other contrivance. I
know not indeed if I ¢ver saw our present English
fiushion, of separate frcts and feet (a great improve-
i ut), in any of the sh:ps of our neighbours.

This hit of history, wzen, may show the cleaner-up
that intellect has beexn oven made subservient to Aus
profession it has striZod on more than twelvefold—
ike three pieces have <zzmented to upwards of forty !
Morison. too, the vers icarned and worthy Chinese
Missionary —whose p.ctraits are in the Missionary
aad Royal Asiatic M:scums, London, and whose
Clinese Dictionary is there also, and in the library
of the East India House—he, it is said, was once a
buoi-tree maker, and. as such, probably had some
share in the improvezrni—the period of his wood-
working giving reasa:able belief of the fact, the
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many-made tree-picces first appearing about the time
The brush ought to brush brighter at this, '
) In cleaning-up a shoe or boot the principal requisite
is carefulness, particularly as regards the boot. A
boot may be much injured by the person who treesit
—stretching tle leather beyond the measure, or by
forcing away the scams, or rather the material from
the root of the stitch, the stitch or seam itsell very
rarely yielding. The manner of some cleaners-up is
all guess-werk ; without looking to the measure of
the boot in the first instance, they put foot aud front
and bac!& in, and then the key or keys, just almost
as the sizes may offer to their hand, and if on trial
they find themselves a little wrong, it is still hap-
hazard, in the key must go—a good knock witha Leavy
h.ammcr, or severe pounce on the end, like the opera-
tion .of a lusty street paviour, is a ready expcdicnt;
and in this way often comes mischief, though others
get the blame.  Should the boot prove too lazzre, the
cutting is in error ; or, if the seams fracture, tLe closer,
The fault is never with the cleaner-up ; what he has
done has been in the unnoticed corner of the shop,
and nobody has any word in the business but himself.
I have seen much of this, and have known waikinen
to lose their employ througk faults imputed to them
which were solely the effects of the negligezce hei
stated. o

The cleaning-up of boot or shoe, Leside tic mcre
care necessary to a right fitting in of the right tree. is
matter of little pretension—in the shoe scarc:ly any.
A coat of blacking, a emart rubbing with a weli-
grained piece of box or other hard wood, called the
long-stick, two or three additional applications of the
blacking, with a brisk use of the polishing brush, and
the :_lﬂ'air is finished. The labour, however, when long
continued, and in hot weather, is rather severe.—To
clear off the top-boot requires the greatest share of
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attention, as well from the danger of soiling the white
top as to kecp the top in its proper place. The last
particular is very commonly neglected ; in go the
irees at a chance, the single seam at the back of the
top being probably thrust all awry, so that instead of
falling on the centre of the back-strap as it should, it
lics altogether to one side, and offers -a very bad ap-
carance, At present it is usual with a soiled top to
wach it in a solution of oxalic acid, destroying after-
wards the effects of the acid as much as possible by
the application of clean water, with which the whole
is wiped off, and then left to dry, but never near the
fire, this manner of drying giving a hard brown cast
to the leather. Pounded Dath brick scoured over
and then cleaned off the leather, was the manner of
proceeding before the use of this acid, the white of an
ecy giving the surface finish. The patent or painted
top, at one time so common, though now rarely seen,
had its only merit in the facility with which it
could be cleaned; a little soap and water, applied
with a sponge, and the thing was at once cflected.
A gathering together of the receipts for cleaning boot-
tops, as given in various collections of the sort, and
as occasionally appearing in the periodical press, would
make a curious display of the ingenuity absorbed in
tli< matter, though not unaccompanied with its coun-
terbalaneing weight of quackery. Thie most perfectly
deaned teps I ever saw were those worn by a Sir
Authony Lechinere—the deep old-fashioned top of
tlie real hunting character —the leather so clear and
fresh looking, not paper-like, but, as it should be,
warm, liveful, and healthy.

The tops of boots, when required to be stretched,
are at considerable risk in the seams, from the custom
of wetting the tops all over, though svmetimes the
scam part only is wetted, to give as supposed a
Letter chance of safety. DBoth are wrong, and the
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latter the worst. Leather stretches readiest when wet,
it is true, and at the weakest place most, and hence
at or rather from the seam, the awl holes takin
in more of the water there, while the holes them.
selves are cause of the least resisting strength. The
seam thus may fly (its technical term), and often does,
while by wetting all the leather except the mere
seam, much force may be applied and yet the seam
stand.

This is a usual misapprehension in the trade, and
not only in this particular, but in every case where
stretching is needed, the leather being invariably wet.
ted along the scams, though if wetting be necessary
it should be just in the contrary way. Itis best, Low-
ever, to stretch without the aid of any water if possi.
ble, just as the articles are received, applying a little
soft dubbing or other moistening substance at the
time, and then, with a proper purchase, a consider-
able enlargement can be made.

The contrivances for stretching are various ; some
stretching on the last with additional leather picces
on, and some cn the trees with the same. The buot-
tree makers make also instruments for this purpose
called stretchers, the most elaborately fabricated of
which I remember seeing in the shop windows ¢f the
ingenious Sokiskie, boot-maker of the Palais Rovale,
Paris, all diilled through with springs, working with
knobbed heads upon every part of the foot by mens
of a top screw. I have understood, however, that the
power of this contrivance dnes not equal its preten-
sions ; yet whether so, or from its expense, certain it
is it is not in general use in Paris. Somecthing like
it has been tried in England, but also without success.

For easing the foot part a means may be obtained
by alongitudinally divided last-made stretcher, grooved
along the division to receive a forcer, which, on being
struck downwards, throws out the moveable sides of
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the last, the last at the extreme toc being held together
bv an expanding hinge. But a b'ettcr way 18 still
more simple. A series of l:}s!s will be required of
different sizes, having mo divided blocks or upper
parls, when one of these, according as suits best,bls
to be put into the boot or shoe ; afterwards knobs,
elips, or other contrived pieces of scle leather are run
in between this last and the upper leather, and.then a
wooden wedge driven forcibly forward, pushing up
the overlying leather pieces, and so stretching the
upper part or parts immediately above. The shoe or
boot thus widened is to be left so for a day or two,
lest the force being taken away too £oon the strctche'd
portion should contract again. For easing the woman's
¢hoe or boot, the wedges used are technically called
corkers. ) _
The stretching of boot or thoe, it will be scen, 1s
thus in many ways worthy of considerable .attcnhon,
not to mention its pecuniary importance; a little pres-
«ure on some delicate muscle or injured bone, without
such help by enlargement, rendering the goods value-
less to the purchaser, and therefore returnable to the
manufacturer. A mere cleaner-up, or any thing clse
Lo may be called, if considerate and cfﬁg_cnt, may in
this way, then, be a very valuable auxiliary to the
well-doine of an establishiment, and instances are not
wanting in which he has had lis reward, in the first
ca~+ fram the good favour of his L:m].ﬂoycr, and after-
warls in succeeding to a shop ol his own. 1 coul.d
pame many masters in London who have had this
orivin.  In getting into a shop a man clbows, as it
were, upon 1)1‘011.-6&i0ﬂ; standing mneur, he can sce
Lehind the counter—acquires a knowledge of faces
which may be of use to him—of habits which are
necessary — becomes  familiar with the manrer 'of
trade—learns how to discourse about it—to watch its
ckances—is honoured, perhaps, as a proof of confi-
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dence, to have something to do with the books, and
there guessing at the combined profit account, feels
zealous to be a sharer, and will be so if he can:—
awaiting the best, when it offers, he embraces it. And
in all this there is nothing discreditable. With a
worthy perscverance and self-regard, he seeks (Le
advantage and comfort of a greater respectability of
condition; and here it is we find the real gold of
socicty—the worth that gives it at once its endurance,
weight, and lustre; keeping the links from being
broken down, the staple in its proper balance, and
all in beauty and order. The stigma afterwards
attempted among the disparaging and the envious—
“ Oh, he 'vas only a shoe-black !" is powerless The
sneer has no avail—the world will not heed it, and
the man himself has no misgiving—he looks in his
books, and finds his sccurity.

IN.—TIIE SHOEMAKER'S ACCOUNT BOOKS.

INSTRUCTIONS TOWARDS A PROPER MANNER
OF KEETING.

It i=a singular circumstance that the business of the
shoenuker is very rarcly descendable.  In somie cases
a son may inherit it from a father, but such do not
often Lappen; and in large towns, and with extensive
connexions, this descent, which is still more sinelar, is
much 1arer than in country places, where the con-
nexion may be of the most humble and badly-remune-
rating character. Beside, masters of this sort are very
rarely if ever successful; so seldoin it is that men of
ability, as shoemakers, are shop-reared, —the able
shoemaker mostly coming, as came Napoleon's com-
rade generals, from the ranks,—and yet it is a common
trade saying, that it is the greatest * botch™ who gets
first into the shop; as a general thing it is so, botches
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in comparison with the “dons”—the men whose per-
fection is their security, azd whose confidenceé in them-
selves is the means of keeying them where they are,—
these, conceiving they must still be right, attempt
nothing, and are therefore stationary. It is different
with the botch, as he is cz'led, or rather the common-
rate workman, This mzn is generally of a think-
ing turn, sees that as his years go on his chances
fade away with him, and being thus fearful he is kept
on the alert; when some opportunity for the better
offers he at once embraces it, and being still assi-
duous to do the best, he sacceeds, and often dies the
respectable employ.r; wiile, it may be, his former
more-assured competitor kas his funcral services from
the workhouse !' A man, however, succeeding thus,
and withal original’y not a Zrst-rate hand, is still, com-
pared with the <bop-recved employer, the greater
pruticient; he knosws mcre of his trade from actual
practice, and how intimzt2ly the knowledge of the
wan and the masier is connected in seeing his wa
clearly, and thus Le succe:ds, and thus it is the other
liils.  Hence, then, the fiot, that the business of the
sheemaker is rare!v desc.ndable. In country places
it may be, where the son of the shop-owner, like the
father himself, woks whinever be can—because he is
compelled. Deats undir such  ¢ircumstances ean
lead bt to Little Cathult. The son stands truly in the
shews of the sire,

These remarks 1ead 1o this: the cemploying shoe-
maker is scldom a schelstic character—Dhis literary
attainments are gezerally very humble.  When a boy
he might have Leen ta=zht to read, and perhaps
write a little; he was next bound apprentice to some

reighbouring shoemaker—and here he played when-

ever he could get the chance, and passed all his
other time in working, c2:ing, and sleeping. He be-
toies aflerwards a jouracyman; and in the putting
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together of the few items making up the total of his
Saturday night’s bill (if he can write at all), is the
whole of his practice in this way. Another change
makes him a master, and still what is his position, as
a man able to use his pen and keep his accounts?
He finds in these matters he is miserably at a loss;
and he feels it acutely.

He may, however, be assisted even here ; and will-
ing, if possible, to be the means of so doing, I have
availed myself of the kindness of a very esteemed
friend in introducing at this place the following
article, specially written on the subject of the books of
the shoemaker, and which, as it is the result of an
immediate and intimate acquaintance with a very ex-
tensive business, I feel the more confidence in making
use of it than any thing I could offer of my own. One
remark, notwithstanding, is to be made; he wishes it
not io be supposed that his plan is to be taken a3
descriptive of a complete system of book-keeping, but
only as far as is suflicient to direct attention to this
very important matter, and to show its advantages to
the parties to whom such instruction may be needful.

Every trade, he writes, have their peculiar kind
of account books, and the shoemaker, as usuzl, his
own distinct and appropriate ones ; nor doer it v itter
much the degree of their value or appearance—he
they cver so humble, or so thin-leaved—as lonu = the
honest mind is assured, so far as is needed, of dear
accounts between itself and the world.

The different books required ia the trade under
notice are as follows: the Dills of Parcels or Tnvuice
Book, the Order Book, the Work Book, the Wages’
Book, the Number Book, the Last Book, the Day
Book, the Ledger, the Cash Book Inward, the Cash
Book Outward, the Bills’ Delivered Book, and the
Stock Book.
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THE INVOICE BOOK.

First, you must be sure never to reccive any lot
or lots of goods into your house for the purpose of
being manufactured, without requiring and getting
an invoice from the porter who brings them; or,
if you reside in the country, never use any goods
before you are thoroughly acquainted with the
cost of them, and rather than do so wait till you can
obtain an invoice from the house whence your goods
were transiitted ; and, again, if you return goods at
any time, be sure and demand a credit receipt for the
same from the authorized agent of whatever party you
may be dealing with. By thus acting you kcep your-
self secure against the possibility of any after mistake;
us also, by this means, you become so conversant with
the nature, bearings, and prices of all sorts of goods
you may require, as fo be able to call to mind the low,
the medium, and the high value of each at pleasure,
and thus to have suflicient judgment to direct you in
the entire carrying out of your business as far as these
matters are concerned. In every way this knowledge
is most essential; the proper cost price of any article
will be always known to you, and by a comparison
between your outlayings in these 13:1l'tu:ulars, and
vorr own manufacturing cherges, the justness _of your
deand and your own security will be seen m cen-
junction. ) )

The various articles coming under this ll(‘:'l(], are, in
great part, here enumerated for the information of the
young beginner :-—

Uppers.
Calf skins Calf japan )
Calf curried, or grain Culf japanned on grain
Calf bults i Calf chamois

! I
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U pers—continued.
Kip butts Sheep skin, and mock
Kip grained shoulders and [ sheep skin
bellies Cape sheep roans

Hides curried on grain Skivers of all kinds
Hides japanned on grain | Jockey legs and tops
Cordovan hides Calf fronts prepared

Cordovan shoulders and | Calf backs prepared

bellies Buck skin prepared
Basil jed . .
B:::]: gt:ym And in addition, for ih:

Ladies’ branch, beside

Seal skin curried
many of the above,

Seal skin japanned
Seal skin dry :
Seal skin for bindings
Goat skins curried
Spanish dry

Silks, plain and figured

Satins

Bronze, and various othe.
fancy leathers

Morocco leathers Fur skins
Kid leathers Every variety of lindin:
Lamb skins ribbon

Buck skin Instep leathers
Doe skin or real chamois | Buckles and clasps

Bottow Stuffs.

Crop hides Welting
Crop butts Single soles
Shouldering Spring soles
Bellies Half soles
Middles of bellies Top-pieces
Ranges Insoles
Countering Lift stuff

Other matters, named as Furniture for boots
and shoes, may be stated as,

Lastings Velvets

Jean Bindings
Galloon Dlﬂ'cre nt cloths
Linens Buttons
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Furniture—continued.

Boot powder

Dubbing Corks for soles

Spurs azd spur boxes Tips for heels or toes
Lasts Screws, brads, and all

Webbing

Blacking other sort of nailing
Brushes Different water-proof sub-
Boot and shoe trees stances

Stretchers

It is these articles that it will be your duty to
isert in the invoice book, with the various prices
attached 3 though before you enter any one item of
any such material as may be purchased by weight, you
should first be a';cured that the weight stqted be
correct, and also to teke the like care in all other mat-
ters; even that the charges are rightly summed up,
0y Cn](ummn on your own part; and let each entry
in vour invoice book have the date of the day at the
top, and the name of whatever house the goods may
come from  distinetly written, with the total amount
of each invoice, so that when you carry the account
of these guods to the dcebtor side of the ledger, the
eutry shall be the total only of such invoice.

ORDER BOOK.

This is the book above all others which the shoe-
aaker should feel pruud in beinz able to look into
vithout ever t,\pcrmnun" any dM.htc and it is
hoped, without ever sighing for not h’l\lll(" enough
of that variety to feast the eve and cause th at pleasure
which must ever arise from an abundant, thriving, and
well-conducted business.  In no book 1sthnre required
pluix:cr and more careful writing than what this book

liould contain, if success is at all wished for or in
e least =ou«—ht after; for nothing can show greater
want of attcntlon than acting on the assumed perfect.
il ‘f‘r\t'md-nq you have of w ‘hat the: customer desires,
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though, on the geods being sent home, he finds tw,
or three directions particularly given entirely disre.
garded or passed over, and all, perhaps, from a negligent
or defective way of keeping the Order Book.

In commencing an Order Book you must affix the
day of the month and the year, and cach successive
day put the day of the month over the first order (2%
on that day ; and in entering an order, put the sirname
of the customer first, and then the christian, which. in
the politest manner possible, you must endeavour to
obtain in full. Then subjoin the address; mnd if
recommended by a cusfomer, the name of that party,
The measure of the foot, &ec., will follow next: the
length by size-stick, width of the joints, instep, L],
ankle, calf| sort of last, and all other notices according
to the nature and shape of the article wanted. Iy
here advise, that in all cases a full measure be takeoa;
the trouble is little, and afterwards such measurc riay
be of great service should it happen that the cus.
towner, having changed his residence to some distant
part, wishes and sends for any different article tian
the one at first ordercd. Besides this, you are to m:ke
memoranda of all such essential matters as the cis-
tomer may be desirous of having perforined, as als» of
your own observations at the time; and likewis:
put the name of the day when any such article way
be promised or required, and keep to this if at zll
possible, for punctuality is a wonderful help towards
Fuccess in business. I may still further add, thut if
the goods when finished are to be forwarded to any
stated place, or from town to country by any pati-
cular coach or carrier, name these things also, and
copy them correctly on the parcel when made up; aad
if you book them, or send them to be so booked. at
the coach-office, for railway or any other conveyance,
have a Parcel Book, that you may be doubly sure
in case of any loss or dispute,
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Next in importance, and in immediate connexion
with the Order Book, is :

THE WORK BOOK,

After each order is numbered from 1 to 100, or
from 1 to 1000, or upwards, those sirnames belong-
ing to cach order must be carried to the //ork Book.
This book is certainly one of great value and use, for
it should contain an account of every pair of boots
and shoes, and every distinct part of workmanship
connected with the making or repairing of boots or
shues, arranged under separate heads, and after the
following rule. The size of the book should be that
of large foolscap. The width of the sheet will allow
of four suitable columus, with about 3-Sths of an inch
of sparc room between each separate division, the
perpendicular markings being made with red ink, and
the horizontal ones with blue. Four pages will be
sulficient to contain the principal features of a week’s
good business,

DBy skipping the first page in the first sheet of this
beok, you will have two pages opposite one another,
which is the most convenient plan. The first page
wiill be occupied with the names belonging to the
ordees for 2ll new boots or boots to be footed, and all
kil of half-Loots and shoes ordered or bespoke—
the ~ame to be copied fram the Order Book, with the
musbers as they stand there attached.  The new
boots in one column, the fronted in another, and the
half-boots and shoes by themselves in ancther, so that
in glancing over these columns you have the names of
all your customers, with the facility of finding the
order immediately by the number attached; thus
affurding the ready means of knowing in what stage
the work has arrived at by its connexion with the
uther pages adjoining, which will contain the names
of all the makers, closers. binders, and repairess,

12
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divided according to the proportion each ma1 is
capable of performing during the _Week. __ The repairer
having the greatest number of jobs will receive the
most room, and so in proportion. The: clicker or
cutter, as he cuts out any shoe-uppers, boot-legs, &c.,
is to mark off from the Order Book the articles so cut
out; and as such work, when cut, is afterwards given
to the different closers who receive it (women or men),
an entry then is to be made to this effect in the Work
Book + and so with all other work given o be done—
no matter by whom, clicker, master, or any other indi-
vidual—every particular should be entered; and espe-
cially the jobs should be looked after, for thesc oftcn
are such stealthy things that they crecp in and out again
without ever paying for their visits. You may write
on the soles of all old boots and shoes the names of
their owners with chalk, and place them by according
to the necessary rcpairs they require, still marking
against the repairer cach job or set of jobs as they g0
out, your memory serving you as to what is being
done to them should you have occasion to enter the
particulars and charges previous to their return 10
shop, for you will find, when you bave a smart run o
business, many things will be paid for in adsance,
according to circumstances.

The WaGLs, NCMBER, and Last Booxks, _:‘.\_-“‘.:1:"
contrivances, or rather cubdivisicns of the Wuork Lown
just mentioned ; the purposc of each being to aser=
tain at any emergency, and in the quxcks:st way. such
snformation as may be needed. The Wages Book to
contain a transcription of all the workmen's bills, to
compare when necessary with the account set forth in
the Work Book; the Number DBook to direct to any
head or item with the least loss of time; and the Last
Book, to check against any abstraction of the property
of the employer, in case any last or lasts should not
be duly and honestly returned by the workmen.
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THE DAY BOOK

‘may be now noticed. This book will receive the
particular or technical wording of every transaction
connected with the business of the shop, in conjunction
with your own undeviating fair charges, such as al-
ready you have decided to make to your customer
according to the nature of any given job. From the
Work Book you will copy into this book the names of
{ho~e parties for whom you are making or repairing
work, with the particulars of each, which should be
done daily. From this book you will make out your
bills for those who pay cash; and those who have
credit will have the different items carried to their
account in the Ledger. All goods manufactured for
stuck, or for purposes of sale in the shop, wiil have to
be entered here, and from this book transferred to
{lie Stock Book, which is essential where there is any
cousiderable business.

TIIE LEDGER

is a register book, and div ided for debtor and creditor
weconnts, which ought to contain all the several items
it paid for at the time of being sent home—posted
from the Day or Manufacturing Book, and represent-
ing the collected matters, new or repaired, for thase of
your customers to wiom you allow three months or
aiy longer term of credit. This posting should be
done at stated intervals, once a week if possible; or
never letting it go beyond a month—though, let what-
ever lapse of time you allow to take place, regularity
is of the utmost importance. The Ledger will also
reccive the various accounts of your leather-seller and
all other persons with whom you do business, or, re-
ceive goods from,—the different total amounts of each
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quantity of goods being copied from the Invoice
Book. At the end of each quarter—if it should be
the time when you send out your bills—the amount of
each bill so sent out you can enter in any small book
you like, so that it is handy about your desk without
having occasion to resort to your Ledger ; and as each
bill becomes paid, erase by a line the name of the party
paying it, and the amount, out of the little Brrrs
Deriverep Boox, and enter the amount immedi-
ately in the Casx RecEirt Booxk, with the date at
the time, and let not a fraction be received in cash,
either from a ready-money customer or those you
credit, without its being entered with the same carc and
despatch, Again: in the Casu Parp Book, you
must likewise enter every amount of money, whether
large or small, you pay away, and all sums of money
-on take out of business for yourself and family—
in fact, every transaction, whether receiving or paying,
should be fairly entered in the proper book at regular
intervals.  So, too, before the end of each year, thesc
cash books will have to Le posted to the ledger; or.
in other terms, the moncys you receive I:x'(nn those
persons whom you credit must be carried to the
creditor side of their accounts, and all moneys reccived
for zoods sold in the shop will be carried from the
cash book te the proper fulio appropriated in the ledger.
Likewise all moneys paid away for goods to your
leather-seller, or to any other individu:}l whom you may
deal with, you will place to the creditor side of your
account with either party: also ull other sums ex-
pended, as for sundry things, such as repairs, rent,
taxes, rates of all kinds, lasts, and ?.ll those sma]l(‘l:
articles you are in the habit of paying ready moncy
for, you will carry to the proper folio in the lodgelr,'
while every farthing you take for yourself must bt
kept quite distinct.
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THE STOCK BOOK

is intended to enable you to know the amount and
value of goods in your possession, or connected with
your business, at any required time. A tradesman
tlus, though not possessing the actual money, may
yet have arrived at an advantageous position in regard
to property. For instance, a hundred pairs of boots,
reckoning the cost price of each pair at 20s. or there-
abouts, will be equal to that sum of money in his desk,
or, perhaps, better—for the ability to keep such an as-
sartment of saleable articles on hand will gain his shop
a reputation, and repeatedly help him to a return of
money with a profit, which, without such stock, he
niust necessarily lose.  The taking of stock, then, is
the collecting and casting up, from time to time, the
state of these matters; and your stock being consi-
d-ied in conjunction with your other concerns, the
true position of your affairs will be seen. In fact, all
the manners or methods of account-keeping hitherto
described leads only to the one great end—a thorough
knowledge of your real situation as a man having
dealings with the world ; for which purpose, more-
over, it is usual at the close of each ycar to strike what
is called a

BALANCE SHEET,

a notion of ‘which may be thus given :

Stork on hand, both raw and manufactured;
Moneys owing to you:
With these eredit yourself for what you owe.
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Cash paid for goods—all outlays for rent,
taxes, and all actual manufacturing
business expenses, losses by bad debts,
&c.—these must be balanced against

Moneys received for goods manufactared
and sold.

And if you find the stock on hand too small in
value to cover what you owe to your leather-seller,
&c., and no cash or balance arising after deducting
vour own and household expenses from your returns
to make up this deficiency, you may be assured there
is something radically wrong in your affairs, and that
you are living (it may be) beyond what the business
will afford, and Ly these means living upon your
creditors ; and such is the deception arising from a
good business in regard to this matter, that unless a
very careful examination occasionally takes place, you
can never be thoroughly certain of either your pros-
perity or your danger.

What Defoe has said on this subject in his Com-

plete English Tradesman, a work of much sound
remark and good sense, may here be well transcribed
as a finish to this particular head.

“ Exact book-keeping is to me (he says) the effect
of a man whose heart is in his business, and who in-
tends to thrive. e that cares not whether his books
are kept well or no, is in my opinion one who docs
not much care whether he thrives or no; or else, being
in desperate circumstances, knows it, and that he cax-
not or does not thrive, and so it matters not which way
it goes.” And in another place he remarks thus :—
“ Books well kept make business regular, easy, and
certain, so books neglected turn all into confusion,
and leave the tradesman in a wood, which he cau
never get out of without damage and loss.”
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X.—THE MASTER IN HIS SHOP—ADVICE
TO HIM THERE ON VARIOUS HEADS.

As by this time we may suppose the reader, as well
fron his own practice as from such assistance as he
may have been fortunate enough to derive from this
geueral Treatise on Shoemaking—the first part on the
duties of the Journeyman, and this, the second, on those
of the Master—he may now, before I bid him another
farewell, come a little further. He is already, as it
were, at the shop threshold, and need have no mis-
giving of being permitted to enter. The attention he
has hitherto bestowed, supposing him still to be one of
the willing and persevering, gives a guarantee of suc-
cess, Hope—the good remainder of a life—perhaps
the calls and enlinkings of a tender family circle—the
inzpiriting desire of a cheerful and comfortable home,
all these propel and excite him to better his situation
if possible. Besides, a man at the board, some how
or other, is more respected than one on the seat—
no doubt because the advancement, itself is a sort of
proof of merit in the general estimation of socieiy ;
though, as is well known, the most efficient may often
rank the lowest. Yet, thecugh this, through certain
causes, may be the case, and there be no help for it,
still it is always self-satisfactory to feel one has the
happier chance, and proper that the chance should be
embraced when it offers.

The change from the seat to the shop, and especially
if the buxiness be a good one, is a very important
matter. As a journeyman, a man is open to many
temptations and much vexing annoyance. In starting
first from his apprenticeship, ke is usually under the
necessity of finding his future companions in life among
weluss of very dungerous acquaintance: as a work-
i he is generally more or less deficient, and thus
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having to look for those to sit by to whom he may tum
for further instruction, he Las little or no choice, and, as
too often is the case, finds himself immured in some
close and thronged garret, with men of thoroughly
reckless habits, and who themselves have probab]y\hnll
their dispositions moulded from the same cause and in
the same way. From this the evil proceeds : the ability
to do as others do may come, though generally not
before some six or seven years have passed in this
system of tuition, and then, at what expense is the gain
in other respects? True self-csteem may be gone,
and almost every praiseworthy desire but one, when the
man, having no other pride but in his work, becomes
so inextricably the shoemaker, that he has scarccly a
thought or motive but those belonging to his particular
situation.

When by ary good chauce, or from a determined cast
cf mind seeking for and pushing towards a better po-
sition than the one here indicated, the journeymnan has
become the master, he should consider himseclf as
being most fortunate. He may now do in great part
as he likes; he may be sure, as it were, of his own
home ; he can take his own way, and seeing and De-
lieving he can make some progress towards a Letter
and more agrceable reward for his labour, his pride and
energy are strengthened together, and the shop is (ur
should be) never absent from his thoughts.

Asajourneyman, it is true, there is this advantage—
4 man is under no direct or continuous constraint ; he
may change his abode or connexion at almost any
week, or even at any hour; go about where he likes;
but he is still only the journeyman, and in all em-
ployments and in all places the variations in his condi-
tion are o very inconsiderable, that nothing remains
of them at last but the mere recollection, and that. iu
most instances, as matter of regret. The maste: is
not able to do this; for once in a shop, and once uut,
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{here is scarcely again any hope. Iere all his assi-
duity is required ; and if, as often is the case, he is
still but indifferently acquainted with the duties he has
imposed on himself at a venture, no instruction is to
be neglected ; he must seek it in every way he can;
by obscrvation, by the asking of advice, and- so endea-
vour to secure his success. What then has been said
in the present part of the Shoemaker, must to any
such person be of essential service. If properly dis-
posed, he will already have found helps of much use
to him; and now, in conclusion, I would as earnestly
draw his attention to some few other observations,
which, though not coming under any distinct heads,
are, nievertheless, deserving of his regard.

In the first place, and most especially, he should
never forget himself—forget that, though in a shop,
he is still of the trade.  This in different ways is pe-
culiarly necdful, for by a kindly consideration of the
confirmed habits of such workmen as he may have
to do with, he may at once lLenefit himself and those
he vmploys. It iz no unusual thing for the master
shoemaker to be what is bitterly calied the upstart,—
priding himself in his releascment from the caste of
the seat, he is apt to take airs at the beard ; knowing
fhe povesty of the parties with whem he has to deal,
he may be too arrogant, carry himself too haughtily—
speaking his directions with an offensive indistinctness,
and blaming all faults with a short and threatening bit-
terness—the result, probably, of ignorance as much as
ill-nature.

In any man assuming or having authority over his
fellow-man all this is most lamentable; and then,
azain, what subserviency is too often required! A
journeyman comes for a job; it is not ready, and
he has to call again ; and when he returns at the hour
appointed, it is still not ready. This sort of disap-
Pointment or play with the feelings may be continued

K



146 GUIDE TO TRADE,

for perhaps that or the whole of the next day, or
cven a longer period. Now, if the employer has
not such work to do as he promises, would it not
be better at once to say s0? A man during a given
time might get another job, and so far be greatly Le-
nefited ; while, by such conduct, the suffering party
has his mind sorely and repeatedly harassed, and the
other only wins for himself the repute of a confirmed
liar, beside the injury it may do him, when at any
cmergency he really is in want of hands and no one
is willing to serve him, as, indeed, why should they be,
when every remembrance and hearsay of the man is of
the miost ungrateful descripiion. In this way, more-
over, the workman is made negligent of himsell’; going
for his work on a Monday morning, he is told to come
again—he does so, and it is still, come again! when,
tired with wandering the streets, and vexed in mind,
he meets with some other workmen equally disag-
pointed, who together turn to some house of public
resort, to kill the time in any way possible, and there
yield themselves to drinking and the other amuse-
ments of such places.

Another of the many things I have noticed as de-
manding remark, and as proper to be guarded against
by the young master, is that of a bad system of pay-
ment to those employed.  The shoemaker. no doubt,
when first beginning business for himself, is but rel-
dom overabundant in the way of money; it is in
gencral a struggle with him to commence at all, but,
having commenced, the payment of wages should
always be his most urgent consideration, even should
he keep his own back from a new coat, or his wife
from a finer display in a gown-piece. His own ad-
vantage will be the result, for the better qualified work-
man will not refuse the offer of his employ; whll_e.
contrarywise, if he can only command the most indif-
ferent -hands, through his loose or niggardly methotl
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of payment, what he gets done will be badly done, and
the customer, finding out the faslt in time, will leave
and go elsewhere.

I have always been of opinioa, and have observed
such to be generally the truth, that where the em-
ployer ghows a proper cousideration for the man, there
the man is most ready to serve. I recollect a master
shoemaker saying at one time in my hearing, that the
way to keep men submissive was to keep them poor;
and, acting up to this belief, wkat was the situation
of his shop? Hehad twice the number of hands he
required ; a closer had but two cr three pairs of legs
to close in a week, when he could do eight or nine; a
bootman might get two pairs of bottoms to make when
he could put through his hands more than twice the
number—and so on.  Thus his men were always needy
in the extreme, were never settled, and having much
time to spare, would only work when it pleased them.
As a consequence the bag or discharge would be
given, and these going elsewhere, perhaps on tramp
to distant towns, were replaced by others, those
others to Le treated in the same manner; the con-
nexion between the employed ad the employing being
g0 thoroughly insecure.  On the Saturday night he
would pay no one man before what he called his time,
so that if any individual worlzuan bad finished the
sorry amount of his week's labour at three or four
o'clock in the evening, Le could not obtain his money
tiil sume five or six hours after, till the slowest or most
careless had also finished theirs, and then the whole
party were paid together. Thus, at about ten or eleven
o'elock at night mizht be scen some eighteen or
twenty men ranging their backs along the shop wall, and
waiting like so many mere vassals for the demana of
their bills, and the receipt of their paltry amount, The
man of family after this had to take his little sum home,
send his wile at the worst possible hour to market, or
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perhaps wait till Sunday morning, when every choi
of a good and profitable selection was gone bce'lse
the thorough bad look of the thing. Now as t};;e
cannot be the slightest advantage made t,o accrre
from this manner of acting, does it not seem tstr:mue
that any person having the least authority over 'ée
other 'sh?uld thus conduct himself, and I;nrticu]'\‘rl-
§0 a8 it is more to his own hinderance than otixer.
wise. The journeyman will do nothing for such a
master but what he really cannot help ; and, where h;
is a thoughtful and determined man, he will look out
for what connexion he can make towards becoming
his own master, and perhaps take away some of his
employer’s best customers. |
In offering these remarks it must not, however. be
supposed that the writer, on the other hand, is wholly
blind to or unacquainted with many very repulsive
points in the usages and habits of the journeyman
himself. Intimately acquainted with and long ob-
servant as he has been of the class, it is impossible he
could be. DBad doing, notwithstanding, is neither to
be cured nor excused by a return or reciprocity or bad
doing. If the workman drinks—has no proper self-
pride—puays little regard to his promises—seens never
to be settled—goes despicably dressed—works on a
Sunday, and is ofl’ fuddling, as it is called, on the
Monday,—in short, if strictly censurable for whatever
can be alleged against him, still I conceive, and have
long been of this opinion, that much of the remedy
remains with the employer, by being niore punctual
himself in his intercourse with his workmen — by
showing them a greater regard—awarding them a
higher respect—by, in fact, doing all his better po-
sition and a more cultivated sympathy will lead and
teach to be done. Nor is it to be imagined tha! all
Journeymen are of the description here given, or, as
scme would affirm, are naturally so inclined: for o
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{ar is this from being true, that it is a common obser-
\ation when a man has the guod fortune to get from a
bad to a good shop, that his conduct and appearance
soon change with his employment, and he becomes
altogether altered for the better.

A most unjust, offensive, and unworthy article on
the character of the journeyman shoemaker was, some
months ago, transferred from a report given in to
Government into the pages of * Chambers's Edin-
burgh Journal” (a publication of much value, and very
widely spread; the editors generally using the most
praiseworthy discrimination in the selection of their
articles), and thence into most of the provincial papers.
Purporting, as it did, to come from a imaster ghoe-
maker of scme standing in London, I made at the
time every inquiry into the circumstances, and as to
the identity of the person on whose authority the state-
ments were guaranteed. The censurc was sweeping
in the extreme; he never knew, he said, a shoemaker
botter than the parties he was pleased to describe in
the most abandoned light; they were all drunkards,
znd possessad not one good quality ; and assuming to
Limself a position of notoriety in the trade, the whole
of his averments were, no doubt, as largely believed in
us they were widdly circulated.

Mr. Hobr’s men, thosc also of Mrs. Bann— of
Humby, of Gontly, of Miller and Myers, of Mac-
eaaghton, of Martin, of Burn, of Laidlaw, of M‘Dow-
all, of Thomas, of O'Hara, of Page and Cambell, of
Taylor and Bowley, of Burlington, of Furnes, of
Peterson and Didsbury, of Medwin, of Sully; in
short, of numbers of other names I could mention,
were all downright reprobates—though I doubt if there
could be preduced ameng any operatives in London of
a kindred grade, more respectably dressed and well-
inclined workmen than those to be found as belonging
tc these establishments. And all this condemnation

K 2
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came from nobody! I searcked through Pigott’s D;.
rectory— I made every possible inquiry, and took
many journeys, and no person of the name there given
was to be found, or was known about. How dis-
creditable, then, in all ways, was such a statement,
coming from such a quarter, and vouched for Ly
the pains-taking gentleman who got up the report,
and had it laid before and printed under the sanction
of Government ! The way of fabrication and insult is
surely not the way of correction. Men must be lified
and not cast down; it may even be a doubt, if the
truth és to be told, whether i1 all instances it be pru-
dent to describe it in its painful harshness—for, by so
doing, that may break and go to a total destruction,
which a gentler and more generous treatment rmight
soothe and influence to a better result. Morcover,
it is most unsecinly to speak falsehood agniust, as
it were, cne’s own household. Mr. Grove, in nam-
ing himsclf as a master shoemaker, co far forgot
himself as to make hLis own virtue suspicious by
the very promincrce he gave to the vices of others,
The clearness of moral vision that could see, and
integrity of mind that cculd discover, so much of
all that was bad and base in Lis own fraternity,
appear (hemselves of much too bright an emana-
tion to win credence when fairly reviewed. _ind
still, how much more is such conduct to be sus-
pected, when the author has no true identity, and the
thing altogether is either an imposition at first or
second hand.

The interest of master and journeyman is not to
be served in this manner; but so far from it, thatif
one falls, both must. Good conduct and good feeling.
on the contrary, will conduce to the opposite result;
and he who, being in a better position, is in the best
way to assist to the desirable and the right, is nei-
ther excusable nor wise to *.ud himself to the werse
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Lehaviour. When succeeding, and in this manner, it
i then alone his success can be E:alled honourable ;
while, contrariwise, there are _few indeed of the suc-
cessful among the really evxl-dls?ose('l.

From these considerations it will be seen how
much it is not only the duty but the interest of .the
employing shoemaker to Lehave and conduct him-
colf as he should. If he can do so—and who has net
this power over himself ?—there can be no possible
disadvantage, for he will only be .domg what in
come manner will be enforced from bim, be his heed-
lessiess or unhandsome propensities as confirmed as
they may. Besides, when a master can thus secure
(.~ willing and favourable opinion of those immedi-
arely connected with him, he is then only at liberty to
ful6l his other duties. In according ease to others,
he best ensures his own truest freedom—ivhen, expe-
ricncing no molestation of thought, or hinderance of
action, every task may be taken in ifs proper regu-
lavity, and procceded with and cpmpleted.

In the manner of dealing with the customer the
employing shoemaker is also r'cquired to be very car;-
ful; yet as this is a matter his own comparative sub-
jection will soon teach, not 80 much is requisite to be
gaid upon it.  Incivility, or haughtincss, or neglect,
is so quickly followed by its due and ecnsible con-
scquences, that the dullest or most obdur::Ee are
soon taught amendment. The saymg of a 'shoe.
maker's promise,” is commonly applied as a thing of
the most uncertain dependence ; and though, no doub.t,
there may be much cause for the same from certain
circumstances not easily to be avoided from the pecu-
liar nature of the trade, yet I believe latterly that,
through the more active competition in which the trade
has been engaged, or from the gencral greater re:lll)ect
paid by all classes of tradesmen to their word, .ebie
promises arc almost as valid at present asit1s possible
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tobe. In the getting up of any article in the Lot
and zhoe line, many hands are required, and ag j
happens but very seldom indeed that every man, ag
the trade phrase is, is waiting with “ the thread in his
mouth ” for a job, the job when it comes has to bide
its turn as a matter of course, This perhaps is the
principal difficulty in the trade, and leads to what niay
appear like neglect, though if duly and properly stated
to the customer, in cases of this nature, the excuse
must be admitted,

Supposing the goodwill to be reciprocal between
master and man, the master in the first place has only
to do the best he can towards cutting out and getting
the work ready, and then he may be sure it will b
finally exccuted with the least possible delay. The
employing shoemaker is no more, therefore, necessarily
debarred from the proper fulfilling of the wishes of
his customer than any other tradesman placed in
similar circumstances. He cannot, it is true, when a
lady or gentleman comes into his shop and orders
certain articles in the greatest burry, get the order
at once ready and send it home, by merely going to a
particular place, or through the medium of a pair of
scales.  This is not expected. The command is one
of greater diificulty ; the article must be manufactured
—has to go through various operations ; but yet there
is a time in which it may be done, and generally a pru-
dent and well-estcemed employer will be able to have
it completed in this time. Itis singular, however, the
reflection arising from this matter. How is it that the
shoemaker is so generally pushed in this way ? and at
the same time so generally blamed? Is it really the
case that the customer is too often all but barefoot
before any new shoe or boot is ever thought of or
ordered by him? and hence the mortification of a
week or even a day’s delay in such instances of ex-
treme necessity. A relation or friend may die un-
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expectedly, and a suit of mourning be needed rapidly;
but surely a shoe wearer may obscrve a piece of ‘manu-
factured leather give sulflicient indications _of its apl;
proaching destruction so as to h.ave opportumt{ Ienougt
to prepare in due time for its dlsplacemelft. bl ay:u -
then, the customer as well as the shoemal:zer e equally
a sharer in the censure here adverted to? When we
liave eaten our dinner to-day, we know we shall wz}nt
another for to-morrow, and, 11.' wise, will _prepz(xire or
it; so with our apparel. It is a most niggard con-
sideration that fears the stepping of another into cur
old shoes, while we are leaving all the wealthhiof
our coffers for the purchase of firesk ones. This,
however, is not the affair of the shoemaker. Atsl one
obtaining his livelihood by the support of others,
no way individually speaking dependent on or con-
nected with him, he has only to do the best he can
to please ; and if people will risk their feet and their
health before they make use of their heads, it is not
for him to revenge the indiscretion when he may suffer
by his temerity. . N
)Busiucss, ig’ every way, is emphatically business.
You must know what you are about—intend it—and
see to it. It is ncither to be shuflled from or with,
but, possessing the proper ability, tact, m_ld pl:tldence,
reglect, despise, or waste nothing ; and, what is morei_
all this is to be effected without any disparagement o
the man, but rather to an clevation of his character,
as it certainly must be to his pecuniary benefit. :
In the Complete Tradcsu_zan of l)e.foe, h.e ms.xs':
much upon the dignity of living by one’s bl:lsme§5, i
gives, he says, “a superior figure ; and ratwmg ;.
comparison between certain grades of the gen ry an
a tradesman, he adds, “and as for the lower dgex:itry,
from a hundred pounds a year to three hun (rieh. Oll;
thereabouts, though they are often as pr(;ud an hlg
in their appearance as thesolher ; as to them, a shoe-
K
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maker in London will Leep a better home, spend more
money, clothe his family better, and yet grow rich too,
It is evident (he continues) where. the differe
an estate’s a pond, but a trade's a spring.”

With this prospect before the shoemuker, and e
possessing the proper confidence and ability to his
success, all therefore that now remains with him to
do is left with himself. In his first experience as a
master he will no doubt find many difficulties and suffer
considerable uneasiness of mind.  All will be new to
him and appear in the most disturbing light; yet if
he will only keep up his courage, and try, and ccono-
mize to the utmost, his progress will become easier,
and his position at last be secured. A failure in such
an attempt is even worse than to have never made the
trial; it brings, and always carries with it, a fecling of
mortification, and almost invariably deters from a suc-
ceeding endeavour. It is imperative, therefore, when
he begins at all, that he should do so with the most
carcful forecast and resolved energy. No time is to
be lost, nor opportunity miscalculated; and he may
have to do more even than attend to the actual de-
mands of his trade. His deficiencies may be other-
wise; he may, though a capital shoemaker, know but
very little of the other qualifications of the shop. As
already remarked, his early cducation may have Leen
of the most niggard description, and hence, now that
ke must have something to do with the keeping of
accounts, the sending out of bills, and letter-reading
and writing, he must seek in some manner to remedy
these deficiencies; though it were always better before
actually entering into busiress, that these mafters
were thought of in time, and the necessary qualifica-
tions attained. When, however, it is not so, and the
want is felt— circumstances leading into business
partly, perhaps, unexpectedly—the best is to be done
that can be done, and the resolution at once taken to try

nce lies,

-
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to improve. The want beside is very irkiime, and is
ever showing itself, when a man cannot take a _penr u;_
Lis hand without not only the fear but the certainty ¢

eXIX?:‘:)x:{emporary writer, in one of a scries of arti(l:ile;
entitled ¢ Characteristics gf Trades,” has remz.u' ed
upon this very fact as relative to the shoemaker; an

as Burns says * we should see ourscls as otlxerstsge
us,” the introduction here of the passage may not be

i its service :— !
Nt}‘li))ui:l the reader (it is said) ever pay any partxcuh}r
attention to his shoemaker’s accounts 7 We mean did
he cver do so, considering them abstractly! and
riercly as specimens of calhgmphyz If 13e did, he
must have been struck, we think, with their extraor-
dinary sameness as regards the .har_xd-\f'rxlmg, or r.at,helz
serawling, and the perfect similarity in the~ particular
of orthography, that marks every one of these interest-
ing documents.

““ Let it be observed, however, that we do not speak
of your flachy shoemaker, your fushionable boot and
shoe warchouseman, whese windows and doors are
radiant with plates and bars of pu]i.she(l .br:\s‘s. We
do not speak of kim, for all kis business is done after
a ship-shape fashion. Ilis bills are as smart as ?oppelii
plate and fine writing can make them. They are a
right.

S QOur shoemaker is vour respectable old trades-
man, who was in business long before sh?emal.{ers
dreamt of flashy establishments. His ehop is a htt..le
dingy place, well filled though, and, in despite of 1:
dinginess, exhibiting very marked signs of substanti
wealth. )

“Qur friecnd himself is a little, stout, thickset,
elderly man, of—we must confesg it—rather fierce
aspect. Have a care of him, ye dilatory payers; he
is not 1 man to be trifled with; his round, full face
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partaking much of the complexion of his own leath
to which it seems, in process of time, to have 'wc_r,
milated, having acquired a sort of light drv-br‘o‘“.s-l-
colour. A leathern apron, a scratch wig, brown alson
and a pair of spectacles, raised high on his forehead
completes the picture of our shoemaker—our ancig N
unpretending shoemaker. "
“But it is with his accounts, his yearly or half.
yearly bills, as the case may be, that we have p'n'rti-
cularly to do on the present occasion. And we lask.
did any man ever see the slightest difference excei)t:
ing perhaps in amount, between the account of one
such shoemaker as we have described and anofher
during, if his expericnce goes so far back, the last
ha!f.centux'y; and however different or distant the
parties from whom they emanated might be, are they
not all distinguished by precisely the sau’le cramp
hand, and all show a similar spirited independence (5!'
orthography, as the follewing 2— )

s £. s d.
To hailing and souling your Bots 3 10
To too peaces on your Shos . . | G

:I‘o parc Shos for the childde . . 2 0
To pare bots for yorself . . . 110 0
To sowling pare Shoos . . . 2 6

&e. &e. &e.

g -W"c wish we conld conveniently exhibit here a
fac-symle of this account. If ‘e could, we are very
cex‘-Eam the reader would at once recogni;e it. .

) Howe\'ef ungainly or uncouth our worthy friend’s
bills may be in appearance, they are always sufficiently
correct in the matter of calculation. In this, the main
thing, the old boy makes few mistakes. His summa-
tions are correct to a farthing. Catch Aim erring
there ! "— London Sat. Journal, vol. i. p- 270.

Now the truly healthy mind, however deficient the
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individual may be on the score of pen and book-

Jearning, will not, I am sure, look upen this as matter

of insult; mor yet the better informed in the trade

gainsay the general truth of the position, because of
their own example to the contrary. There is no

shame, properly speaking, in not being able to show

one's self in that favourable light which a better cast
of circumstances might have effected in our behalf.

For myself, I remember the time when the little

schooling I had received in my boyhood, or rather
childhood, by the long neglect of all such duties super-

vening through the term of my apprenticeship, left
me with scarce the gkill to write down a single word.

] had forgotten my y's from my g's, knew not whether
3d. or 3s. should stand to the right of a column or to
the left, and experienced many other of the like defi-
ciencies. Being at length tasked by my master to
varn a certain weekly sum, I was compelled into some
sort of bill-writing to keep my accounts, and thence
Liad to teach myself to write again, to learn my multi-
plization table, and struggle through, without any
assistance, the first branches of arithmetic, addition,
subtraction, and the rule of three; and, finally, from
the necessity thus created, and from the perseverance
with which these objects were followed, I am now, in
a2 way, able to write to others; and I may add, with-
cut 1 hope an unbecoming vanity, to put a book to-
gether in relation to my own trade, which I doubt if
any other man among the thousands of shoemakers in
the United Kingdom is as well qualified to perform as
myself, from my long observance of it, and the study
[ have given it; all, probably, arising from the mere
chance of my being compelled to know, as the saying
is, my p’s from my q's; and thence the result, when,
pussessing the instruments by which thought can alone
b made to spread itself, I did what I could to make
record of the progress. Thus then there should be
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no despair, nor yet any sense of degradativn, whep
adverting to these matters. As I have done otherg
may do; or as others have done I may yet do, and
make, perhaps, further advances. Besides, to the
young man living in 1840, there are many advantages
open, which the young man of twenty years ago
was wholly deprived of ; there were no Mechanics'
Institutes then—no Mutual Instruction Societies—no
cheap knowledge flying about as there has been lat.
terly, from the miraculous agency of the printing ma-
chine! There was nothing to entice, nor scarcely any
spirit abroad to encourage ; and the humble workman
having no chance of relaxation from the severest con-
straint but that to be found in the pot-house, there was
forced to go, to the contraction of habits of the most evil
tendency.

In an especial way is the publication of these Trade
Guides a portion of the same great agency thus brought
into opcration towards the general enlightenment at
present in progress. Ilad a book been thought about
twenty years ago to teach the shoemaker his art. or to
give the boy the slightest conception of it, who would
have purchused it—printed it? or, when printed, who
afterwards would have read or attended to it? When
Mr, Rees wrote and published, as I should suppose at
bis own risk, what was his return? Ask any of the
trade in London, and they have never heard of sucl a
book, though many might have been benefited by
some of the instructions there set forth. And, agais,
what ignerance was manifested in certain works bear-
ing the name of Books of Trade! Sir Richard Philips
printed cne. In this, under the article Shoemaker,
we are told, referring to the plate given in illustration
of the busincss, that the master is represented as
‘ cutting out an upper leather of a sboe to a prper
pattern;’” and in the next paragraph, “ the journcyiuan
as in the act of joining the upper leather to the sol: uf
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{he shoe.” Dut how are these represented? The
master stands behind his board with a round knife in
Lis hand, a skin spread out on the same board, and on
that lying somethingin theshape of a pattern, but which,
indeed, appears like any thing but what it should be;
namely, the pattern of an upper l.ea!hcr for a shoe. It
is folded, or scems so, and bears In 1ts outline the form
of a made shoe, rather than the extended. un\\crought
representation to which the upper leather in t!us state
should possess. The little * seven-year old journey-
man.” as heis called —and the figure in the plate appears
1o older—is alike faulty to as great an extreme. The
fetter-press describes him as ¢ joining the upper leather
to the sole of the shoe;” but, instead of doing this,
he would seem rather to be mending a rip up the buck
geam of the quarters ; the sole and the heel. of t'he shoe
lovking the spectator right in the face, which is never
{he case as seen in such an operation as is thus said
tv be illustrated. i
The following is another sample of the glaring
i=norance of the trade there manifested. ¢ The last
‘it is said) for shoes is made of a single piece of wood
fo imitate the foot : Lut that for boots is slit into two
parts, between which a wedge is driven whcnnthe boE)t-
lee is desired to be stretched.”” In all this, again,
there is not one fact stated as it should be. In the
first place, in what shoemaker’s shop do we see the
last that imitates the foot * made of a siugle piece of
wood,” except, indeed, in those few instances where we
make straight women's shoes? but as the writer is
evidently speaking of men’s work, as we gather from
the remaining portion of the sentence, the statement
is entirely incorrect. In this remaining portion we are
informed, too, that the last ¢ for boots 1s slit into two
parts” (a strange way, certainly, of d'escz"lb.mg_ what we
~all the block-last), * between which,” it is _added,
“a wedge is driven when the boot-leg is desired to
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be stretched.” The youngest beginner at his trage
must smile at this stretching of the leg part by meany
of the last or model whereon the foot part js made;
though how this is to be effected, even allowing for
the driving of “ a wedge,” there is no power of guess.
ing.

It wasaclose remark of the shoemaker in ancient times,

who, when the great Grecian painter, Apelles, volun. ‘

teered the risk of general criticism ona master-piece of
his skill as a painter, that the latchet or tie-part of the
ghoe, as shown in the representation, was faulty; but
the same critic going beyond this on another occasion,
and blaming without truth or sufficient judgment, the
indignant artisi bade him keep to his last for the future;
a reproach which has become a very proper and
useful proverb, in so far as there ought to be positive
acquaintance with any matter whatever before we as-
sume the judge and pronounce any decision. Every
thing we knuw of or can conceive has certain qualities,
by which certain properties are alone to be established:
and without information of these qualities, how are the
objects to be sought, or the credence of others obtained?
In closing, then, this account of my own trade—con-
sidered in its character of an art—I feel, as I have
felt all along, the assurance of this knowledge. That
which has been offered in the way of instruction to my
reader is of my positive acquaintance; while such ad-
vice as has occasionally been given, is the result of the
best wishes for his welfare—and in this confidence
and with this satisfaction, I take my leave.

ITIIE END,

Printed by A. Swrrnina, Bart'ett’s Buildings, Holborn.
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